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AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE FOR THE FIGHT AGAINST 
TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL THREATS 

After joining the international “Blue 

Heart” campaign in 2019, France took 

again action in Vienna to promote the 

adoption of the recent resolution on 

human trafficking. We are also continuing 

to provide financial support to the Volun-

tary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking 

(UNVTF), to which France is the 5th largest 

contributor. With our Swedish partners we 

have designed, under the leadership of 

Ministers Margot Wallström and Jean-

Yves Le Drian, a common strategy to 

support the fight against trafficking in human beings for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation, as part of our feminist diplomacy and monitoring of gender equality 

and the protection of human rights. This joint action is in line with the European 

Parliament’s Resolution 2103 of 2013 and aims to promote the abolitionist model 

and better protect victims by also acting on the demand side. 

Lastly, under the Second National Action Plan 2019-2022, France, which imple-

ments the European Directive and the Council of Europe’s Convention on Human 

Rights and which hosted the GRETA evaluation mission last month, intends to 

step up the efforts for the identification of victims, their protection, in particular 

that of children, the dismantling of criminal networks and the fight against the 

use of the Internet for human trafficking. France is also mobilising against forced 

labour, in the context of the international campaign for achieving target 8.7 of 

the Sustainable Development Goals and the promotion of ILO standards. 

All our ministerial actors involved in this strategy are actively engaged in this 

effort, and international cooperation is one of our priorities. 

Together with the General Secretary of MIPROF Ms Moiron-Braud and with Mr 

Erwann Tor, who is responsible for our cooperation programme in South-East 

Europe, I look forward to meeting you again soon, in your region or in Paris, in 

order to continue our joint action in this essential fight for fundamental rights 

and human dignity. 

I hope you find this newsletter informative! 

Trafficking in human beings is one of the worst possible crimes and a serious affront to 

human dignity. In particular, regular reports by the UN and the OSCE reveal that the 

global prevalence of this criminal threat is on the rise, as it takes advantage of the vulner-

ability of victims. 

In a context of strong migratory pressures from regions suffering from poverty and insta-

bility, but also of fragilities worsened by the pandemic, organised criminal organisations 

exploit these vulnerabilities and increasingly target women and minors. 

The largest proportion of trafficking is for the purpose of sexual exploitation, but forced 

labour and forced begging are also on the increase. In each case, we must address this 

challenge on two fronts: we must defend fundamental rights and human dignity, by 

protecting victims, and at the same time work to dismantle organised crime networks, 

which are often international and therefore must be tackled through mutual assistance 

between the authorities of the countries of origin, transit and destination. 

The fight against human trafficking is thus one of the priorities of France’s domestic and 

foreign policy. As ambassador-at-large on transnational criminal threats, this internation-

al cooperation action on behalf of the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs is part of my 

mandate, together with the Inter-ministerial Mission MIPROF, which is coordinating the 

implementation of the Second National Action Plan (2019-2022), under the leadership of 

its General Secretary and National Coordinator against Human Trafficking, Ms Elisabeth 

Moiron-Braud.  

The exchange of experience and cooperation with our neighbours in South-East Europe is 

one of our primary objectives, and we are committed, with the support of the pro-

gramme led by regional expert Mr Erwann Tor, to strengthening this cooperation, also 

together with UNODC, OSCE and civil society, whose crucial involvement, expertise and 

partnership we welcome. 

The last few months have seen intense activity by France and its partners, as this News-

letter testifies. Further strategies and projects are being put in place for future events 

and cooperation throughout 2021, in preparation for the special focus that France will 

place on these themes in the first half of 2022, during its Presidency of the European 

Union. 

The recent UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in Kyoto adopted in its 

declaration a roadmap for the next five years. The fight against human trafficking is one 

of the priorities. 
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FOCUS ON… 
 

 … the 2021 programming of cooperation actions in the fight against human 
trafficking ino south-eastern europe  

Background  
  

 

 Since the adoption in June 2014 of an inter-ministerial cooperation strategy to combat human trafficking in 

South-Eastern Europe, an inter-ministerial steering committee is set up each year by the Ministry of Europe and 

Foreign Affairs to take stock of the actions implemented and examine the plans for the following year. 

 

 The 6th Steering Committee met on 17 December, chaired by Mr Jean-Claude Brunet, Ambassador-at-large 

on transnational criminal threats, who opened the meeting. The committee was composed of Ms Elisabeth Moiron-

Braud, General Secretary of the Inter-ministerial Mission on combating violence against women and human 

trafficking (MIPROF) and national coordinator of the fight against trafficking in human beings, and representatives of 

the Ministries of Justice and the Interior and the relevant Departmental units. 
 

 On this occasion, Mr Erwann Tor, magistrate, regional expert on the 

“Fight against trafficking in human beings and related crimes” in South-East 

Europe at the Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations and the 

International Organisations in Vienna, presented the report of activities for 2020 

and the plan of the technical cooperation activities that will be implemented in 

2021 within his mandate. The main objective is to respond to the concerns of 

institutional actors in the fight against human trafficking in France and in South-

East Europe, strengthen operational cooperation on this issue and better protect 

and assist victims, ensuring that their fundamental rights are respected. 

 

 

  

 This programming is included in two multi-annual inter-

ministerial schemes launched by France in 2019. 

 One is the second national action plan against trafficking in 

human beings. Its main actions in the international section include 

participating in international campaigns and mobilisation actions, 

promoting the prostitution abolition model through French diplomacy, 

and strengthening the training of practitioners in the judicial training 

schools. 

 The second scheme is the French strategy for the Western 

Balkans, which France has designed to step up its commitment to the 

stabilisation of the six Western Balkan countries that are not members 

of the European Union, their economic and social development and the 

strengthening of the rule of law. The “justice” component of this 

strategy includes continued technical cooperation in the fight against 

human trafficking and the establishment of joint investigation teams 

with all the countries in the region. 
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MEthodology 
 

 

 

 The proposed activities are structured around several priorities identified at na-

tional level. These actions have been developed in line with the “Four Ps” approach of 

the UN Global Plan of Action against Trafficking in Persons: Preventing trafficking, Pro-

tecting and assisting victims, Prosecuting perpetrators and strengthening Partnerships 

against trafficking in persons. The Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs has identified 

five priority themes for technical cooperation in the fight against trafficking in human 

beings in South-East Europe for the year 2021: 

 

(1) trafficking in human beings for the purpose of sexual exploitation; 

(2) smuggling of migrants for the purpose of moving them to a place where they will be exploited under conditions 

constituting the offence of trafficking in human beings; 

(3) trafficking in human beings for economic gain or for severe forms of labour exploitation; 

(4) protecting victims’ rights, in particular by prosecuting service users to protect victims or providing safe accommo-

dation to victims of trafficking; 

(5) child trafficking. 

 

The activities planned under this programme, led by Mr Erwann Tor, have been designed to ensure tangible 

and measurable impacts of the technical cooperation actions conducted with Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 

Croatia, Greece, Kosovo, Northern Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania and Serbia, on a regional or bilateral 

basis. 
 

The sociological studies funded under these activities will help us gain a better understanding of the pheno-

mena observed in France. The reports planned for 2021 with the actors concerned will help us to decide which tech-

nical cooperation measures to develop on the themes studied. 

 

Moreover, since in view of the measures taken to combat the COVID-

19 pandemic it might prove impossible to hold the scheduled regional 

workshops face-to-face, UNODC has recruited national consultants to 

support local actors in preparing and running the workshops. The con-

sultants, who will be based in the UNODC field missions in Albania, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Northern Macedonia and Serbia, will assist 

participants in identifying needs and will follow up on the exchanges, 

to ensure the effective and measurable impact of the cooperation ac-

tions. 

These workshops will help to identify training needs or draw up specific 

cooperation agreements for the implementation of bilateral coopera-

tion actions, with the support of the institutional and technical coope-

ration services, internal security services and the liaison magistrates in 

the embassies, as well as the regional expert on the “fight against 

trafficking in human beings and related crimes”. 
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Priority 1: traffickng in human beings for sexual exploitation 
 

 

 Trafficking in human beings for the purpose of sexual exploitation is a form of violence against women. 

Women and girls are still the majority of human trafficking victims, even considering all forms of exploitation 

combined. These characteristics are consistently highlighted by Member States, civil society organisations and EU 

agencies. In prostitution, the risk of exploitation is particularly high. 

 
 

 First of all, the funding will be allocated to support several associations in South-East Europe in the 

implementation of projects on the ground. This is the case of ATINA, which works to ensure that Serbian judicial, 

police and social welfare institutions gain a better understanding of prostitution in Serbia. It is also the case of ROSA, 

in Croatia – winner of the call for projects for 2020 aiming to strengthen partnerships between Croatian and French 

civil society organisations – and of Dignita and Roden Dvor in Bulgaria, which are developing a project to combat 

violence against women and prevent human trafficking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Secondly, two regional expert workshops on human trafficking for sexual exploitation will be organised in 

collaboration with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) – Human Trafficking and Migrant 

Smuggling Section (HTMSS) and Sweden. The events will address both the problems of demand and the 

opportunities for international cooperation. 
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The joint Franco-Swedish strategy to combat trafficking in human 

beings for the purpose of sexual exploitation 
 

This diplomatic initiative was officially launched on 8 March 2019, on the occasion of International Wo-

men’s Rights Day, by French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian and his then Swedish counterpart 

Margot Wallström. 

“The main focus of our common strategy will be the need to reduce the demand for girls and women in 

prostitution, in Europe and globally. The reason for this is the clear nexus between trafficking for sexual 

exploitation and prostitution. A nexus that is well described in numerous studies and also highlighted 

by the European Parliament in resolution (2013/2103(INI)) on sexual exploitation and prostitution and 

its impact on gender equality. Trafficking for sexual exploitation will continue as long as there is a de-

mand for girls and women in prostitution. Therefore, focusing on reducing demand will be an important 

measure for combating trafficking for sexual exploitation, for combating violence against women and 

children and for enhanced gender equality.” 
 

 

 

  

 On 8 March 2021, to mark International Women’s Rights Day, the 

Swedish and French Embassies in Romania jointly organised a round table on hu-

man trafficking for sexual exploitation. In the meeting, the French Ambassador to 

Romania, Ms Laurence Auer, stressed the importance of bilateral and regional 

cooperation in the fight against this phenomenon. 

 

 

 

During the event, moderated by the regional expert on the “Fight against trafficking in 

human beings and related crimes”, Ambassador Jean-Claude Brunet, special representa-

tive in charge of transnational criminal threats, and the former Swedish Ambassador in 

charge of the fight against trafficking, Mr Per-Anders Sunesson, presented the effects of 

the abolitionist approach to prostitution, which combines actions on the demand side, 

protection and support for victims and the fight against trafficking networks. Further 

joint actions are planned during the year. 

 The two main objectives of this approach are, on the one hand, to highlight the link between prostitution 

and trafficking in human beings and, on the other hand, to promote the abolitionist approach to prostitution on a 

global scale. France and Sweden, as well as several other countries, have legislation in place that criminalises not the 

sale of sex by prostitutes but the purchase of sex. 
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Priority 2: smuggling of migrants for the purpose of moving them to a 

place where they will be exploited under conditions that constitue the 

offence of trafficking in human beings 

 

 After the migration crisis of 2015, the de facto closure of the “Balkan route” in March 2016 reduced the pos-

sibility for migrants to continue their journey legally to EU countries. Criminal networks have taken advantage of this 

situation to exploit these migrants for human trafficking. The new threats created by the migration crisis have led to 

increased pressure on the borders. Various actions addressing this issue will be financed by France this year. 

 

 

 Firstly, in accordance with Measure 44 of the Second National Action 

Plan against trafficking in human beings, France supports the continuation of the 

on-site training of practitioners in the fight against this phenomenon along the 

Mediterranean migration routes. This training was developed by the Office of the 

OSCE Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Hu-

man Beings and its last phase was launched in 2019. This project has two main 

objectives. The first is to improve the rapid identification of cases of trafficking in 

human beings among migrants and refugees, placing the focus on unaccompa-

nied minors and trafficked women, as well as the investigation and prosecution 

of traffickers. The second is to improve the governance of migration flows, in par-

ticular the expertise of frontline actors in the Mediterranean region to address the complex challenges of managing 

exceptional flows of migrants.  

 

Secondly, France will also support the project developed by the OSCE Mission to 

Serbia to combat migrant smuggling with a view to strengthening regional co-

operation to dismantle the criminal trafficking networks that exploit irregular migra-

tion and asylum seekers by facilitating illegal border crossings along the Western Bal-

kan route. This project, launched in 2016, is entering its second phase, which involves 

the strengthening of the platform for regular cooperation and exchange of informa-

tion as well as operational support to investigations. 

 

 Lastly, a regional expert workshop is being planned in collaboration with the UNODC HTMSS section, on the theme 

of the smuggling of migrants for the purpose of moving them to a place where they will be exploited under conditions that con-

stitute the offence of trafficking in human beings. One of the topics of discussion will be the detection of victims at borders. 
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Priority 3: trafficking in human beings for economic gain or severe 

forms of labour exploitation 

 

 The interrelated phenomena of labour market flexibilisation and massive recourse to subcontracting, cou-

pled with the lack of safe and regular channels for migrants, contribute worryingly to trafficking in human beings for 

the purpose of labour exploitation. The COVID-19 pandemic, despite all the upheavals it has caused, has not altered 

this trend, since victims are forced to work either “underground” or in relatively unregulated sectors that sometimes 

continue to operate during lockdown periods. Several projects tackling this issue will also benefit from French fund-

ing. 

 

 Firstly, sociologist Olivier Peyroux will carry out a survey on Moldovan natio-

nals who are victims of human trafficking for economic purposes or serious forms of 

labour exploitation in France. The sociologist has noted that, since 2018, the number 

of Moldovan asylum seekers in the Paris region has risen sharply and that many of 

them live in very precarious housing conditions and refuse the welfare support offered 

to them. Several factors indicate that certain industries may be structured around 

economic exploitation. The aim of this study is to better understand this emerging 

phenomenon in order to provide reliable data to help protect victims and promote 

international cooperation.  

 

  Secondly, a regional expert workshop on trafficking in human beings for labour exploitation, especially 

children, in South-East Europe will be organised in collaboration with the UNODC HTMSS Section and the State Coor-

dinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings and Illegal Migration of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 

 Scheduled for 13 and 14 April 2021, this workshop brings together criminal justice professionals, labour ins-

pectors and the representatives of civil society and the private sector to discuss the challenges faced and good prac-

tices identified in combating this form of human trafficking. Several international organisations will also present 

their initiatives in this area. 
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Priority 4: the issue of victims’ rights 

 

 The assistance to and protection of victims of trafficking in persons is addressed by Article 6 of the First Pro-

tocol to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. The article provides that each State 

Party shall ensure that its legal system contains measures that enable trafficking victims to obtain “information on 

relevant court and administrative proceedings”, “counselling and information, in particular as regards their legal 

rights” and “the possibility of obtaining compensation for damage suffered”. It also provides that each State Party 

shall consider implementing measures to provide for the physical, psychological and social recovery of victims of 

trafficking in persons. 

 

 

 Firstly, funds will be granted to the association Terre des Hommes Albania, which this year will implement 

phase two of its project aimed at strengthening Greece-Albania coordination within the framework of existing regio-

nal and national mechanisms, for the early identification and assistance to victims of trafficking in human beings, 

with a particular focus on the protection of children. The project also aims to provide training to Albanian and Greek 

operators, including border and migration police forces, to better identify and protect victims. Lastly, Terre des 

Hommes will produce and publish information materials to raise awareness of human trafficking in civil society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Secondly, France regularly contributes to the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Traffick-

ing in Persons (UNVTF) and participates in the Blue Heart Campaign. The UNVTF supports the actions of specialised 

NGOs worldwide to ensure that women, children and men exploited by human traffickers are identified, treated hu-

manely as victims of crime and provided with the necessary assistance, protection and support for their physical, 

psychological and social recovery and reintegration into their communities. The Blue Heart Campaign aims to raise 

awareness of human trafficking and thus help fight this crime and its impact on society. All proceeds of the Blue 

Heart Campaign go directly to the UNVTF. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Thirdly, a regional expert workshop on the rights of THB victims in South-East Europe has been organised 

in collaboration with the UNODC HTMSS Section and the North Macedonian National Commission for 

Combating THB and Illegal Migration. 
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 On 3 and 4 March 2021, a regional expert group meeting was held to 

discuss the right to justice and effective remedies for victims of human trafficking. 

This event, which brought together more than 100 participants from 12 countries, 

was organised by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the 

Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations and the International 

Organisations in Vienna, in collaboration with the National Commission for 

Combating Trafficking in Human Beings and Illegal migration of North Macedonia. 

The event was opened by Ms Magdalena Nestorovska, National Coordinator of 

the fight against THB of the North Macedonia Commission and Ambassador 

Sticker, Permanent Representative of France to the United Nations and the 

International Organisations in Vienna. 

 

 During the first session, Ms Petya Nestorova, Executive Secretary of the Council of Europe Convention on 

Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, recalled that this issue was at the heart of the third evaluation cycle of 

the Council of Europe’s Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA). 

 

 Criminal justice practitioners, actors from national victim support mechanisms and civil society 

representatives shared case studies, challenges and good practices. Several French representatives participated in 

the meeting. Professionals from the Ministry of Justice and the Inter-ministerial Delegation for Victim Support 

described the approach developed in France. Their presentations were followed by the contributions of the 

coordinator of the National Reception and Protection Programme for Victims of Trafficking (Ac.Sé) and of a 

specialised lawyer. 

 

 During the closing session, the regional expert on the “Fight against trafficking in human beings and related 

crimes” summarised the various actions highlighted in the meeting for improving victim identification – a 

prerequisite for access to effective remedies – and victim compensation measures. 

 

FOCUS ON... 

… regional expert group meeting on “access to justice and effective remedies for 

victims of trafficking in persons in south-eastern europe” 
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Priority 5: child trafficking 

 

 As stated by the UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020 – released last month – globally, about 

one in every three trafficking victims detected is a child. This proportion is increasing every year. Victims of child 

trafficking are often affected by several concurrent vulnerabilities. In addition to their young age, they may also 

suffer from a lack of parental care or developmental disorders. The COVID-19 pandemic has heightened these vulne-

rabilities. Several projects funded by France on this cross-cutting theme will be launched or continued. 

 

 

Firstly, the sociologist Olivier Peyroux will complete a survey on Alba-

nian minors forced to engage in criminal activities or begging in France. 

Focusing on Albanian unaccompanied minors detained in France, the 

sociologist noted that the majority of them were implicated in burglary 

and drug trafficking. The aim of this study is to provide practitioners, in 

particular magistrates, educators in judicial youth protection and child 

welfare services, with the necessary indicators to distinguish, among the 

episodes of criminal activity and begging identified, the situations stem-

ming from trafficking in human beings, in order to promote the protec-

tion of victims and the dismantling of networks.  

 

 

 Secondly, bilateral cooperation actions will be undertaken with several partner countries in South-East 

Europe on the subject of minors. An event is planned in Albania to discuss the conclusions of this study, with the aim 

of improving the coordination of victim care systems. The Caritas Albania association will discuss the recommenda-

tions of the project “Strengthening the States’ capacity to prevent labour exploitation of Albanian children sent to 

neighbouring countries”, which it has conducted since 2017 with funding from France. The training session for ma-

gistrates in collaboration with the Albanian School of Magistrates was held on 11 and 12 December 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thirdly, a regional expert workshop on child trafficking is planned in collaboration with the UNODC – 

HTMSS section. The issue of child victims will also be addressed in a cross-cutting manner in the different workshops. 

To complement the expert workshops on sexual and labour exploitation, this regional workshop will specifically ad-

dress the issue of minors forced to commit crimes. 
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A CLOSER LOOK AT... 

… meeting of the network of national anti-trafficking               

coordinators of south-eastern europe 

 The meeting was held online on 26, 27 and 28 January of this year to discuss the achievements of the last 

two decades, which have seen the adoption of the 1st Additional Protocol to the UN Convention against Transnatio-

nal Organized Crime and the creation of the National Anti-trafficking Coordinators of South-Eastern Europe. The 

meeting also identified concrete recommendations to improve the effectiveness of the criminal justice system in the 

fight against trafficking in human beings and discussed within sub-groups the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pan-

demic. 

 The meeting was organised by the Romanian Agency Against Trafficking in Persons (ANITP) with the support 

of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the International Centre for Migration Policy Develop-

ment (ICMPD) and the French Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs. The meeting addressed all the priorities identi-

fied by the French Ministry in the fight against trafficking in South-East Europe (see pages 4-10). 

 The event was opened by Mr Bogdan Despescu, State Secretary and Coordinator of the Steering Committee 

for the National Strategy against Trafficking in Human Beings of the Romanian Ministry of Internal Affairs. Mr Valiant 

Richey, OSCE Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings and Ms Petya Nes-

torova, Executive Secretary of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, in-

troduced the discussion. 

 Ms Elisabeth Moiron-Braud, the General Secretary of the Inter-ministerial Mission 

on combating violence against women and human trafficking (MIPROF), reported on the 

progress made in the fight against trafficking. She stressed that France is committed to 

combating the various forms of exploitation by implementing the second National Action 

Plan against trafficking in human beings (2019-2021). Referring to the principles of the 

law that seeks to reinforce the fight against the system of prostitution and to support 

prostitutes, she explained that the approach adopted by France places the victims at the 

heart of national action. Lastly, she stressed that MIPROF and the French inter-ministerial 

actors concerned were ready to strengthen the exchange of experiences and good practices and to facilitate mutual 

knowledge of their legal frameworks and mechanisms with the participants .  

 National anti-THB coordinators, criminal justice practitioners and criminal justice representatives also shared 

their experiences. 

The French Liaison Magistrate in Romania and in the Republic of Moldova, based in Bucharest, explained their role 

and action to facilitate criminal cooperation between France and these countries. 

Ms Geneviève Colas, coordinator of the network “Together against trafficking”, outlined the work done with associa-

tions in South-Eastern Europe. 
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A CLOSER LOOK AT... 
 

… 14th un congress on crime prevention and criminal justice 

Held from 7 to 12 mars 2021 IN kyoto 

  

 The Congress is the world’s largest gathering in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice. Held every 

five years since 1955, it brings together high-level policymakers, crime prevention and criminal justice practitioners, 

international and regional organisations, as well as academics, researchers, experts and civil society representatives 

from all over the world. This year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, most participants joined online, for the first time. 

 

 At the beginning of the Congress, a political declaration was adopted by all the high representatives of the 

UN Member States. The Kyoto Declaration sets out the international community’s roadmap for crime prevention and 

criminal justice for the next five years. It is part of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 

declaration reflects France’s priorities in the fight against human trafficking and le trafic des migrant smuggling: 

“ 81. Strengthen efforts to prevent, counter and combat trafficking in persons, including by supporting 

data collection and sharing as appropriate, through relevant technical assistance by the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime, addressing factors that make people vulnerable to trafficking, detecting and 

dismantling trafficking networks, including in supply chains, discouraging demand that fosters exploita-
tion leading to trafficking, ending impunity of trafficking networks, conducting financial investigations 

and using special investigative techniques under the conditions prescribed by domestic law, and protec-

ting victims of trafficking in persons.” 

“ 82. Adopt and implement effective measures to prevent and combat the smuggling of migrants and 

protect the lives and the human rights of migrants, consistent with the respective obligations of par-
ties under the Organized Crime Convention and the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by 

Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the Convention and all other relevant international obligations, 
especially on human rights, strengthen bilateral, regional and international cooperation in this re-

gard, in particular to tackle, including through the concurrent undertaking of financial investigations 

and special investigative techniques, the increasing role of transnational and national organized cri-
minal groups profiting from such crime and other crimes against migrants, and commit to make eve-

ry possible effort to prevent further casualties and loss of lives.” 
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FOCUS ON... 

… the side event concerning the UN voluntary trust fund                                        

for victims of trafficking in persons  

8 march 2021 in kyoto 

 At the side event marking the 10-year anniversary of the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of 

Trafficking in Persons (UNVTF), participants highlighted both the achievements of the Fund and the cooperation bet-

ween UNODC and Member States in providing direct assistance to victims of trafficking. 

 “In the COVID crisis, vulnerabilities are increasing, as women and youth find themselves particularly affected 

by job losses, school closures and a lack of access to social protection,” said Ms Ghada Waly, UNODC’s Executive Di-

rector. She added that “together, we can galvanize new support for the Trust Fund, and help more victims rebuild 

their lives.” 
 

 Ambassador Brunet underlined that France has made the fight against human trafficking one of its priorities, 

in particular in the international context, and welcomed the opportunity offered by the Kyoto Congress to discuss 

this growing threat, which has exploited the vulnerabilities caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 France, which has supported the UNVTF financially since 2010, is its fifth largest contributor. 
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