
10 YEARS OF THE CHARTER OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES

Organized by the Institute of Delegated Management, Veolia En-
vironnement and the MAE, this session will present progress in 
standards to promote universal basic services, and in particular 
the MAE’s support for adoption and implementation of interna-
tional guidelines on decentralization and access to basis 
services, for which UN-Habitat has entrusted France with 
a leading role. Representatives of UN-Habitat, the MAE and the 
city of Fortaleza (Brazil) as well as the Secretary-General of the 
Union des Communes du Togo (Togo Union of Municipal Authori-
ties), the Citynet General Delegate and the Vice-President of Grea-
ter Lyon will take part in the session.

 Date: 17 June, 05:30pm - 07:00pm 
 Venue: Room T3, Riocentro 

THE ACTORS OF SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND THE 
CO-CONSTRUCTION APPROACH

This workshop, organized by the Technical Secretariat of the 
French Alliance for Cities and Territorial Development (PFVT), the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MAE), the Ministry of Territorial Equality 
and Housing, the Institute for Delegated Management, Veolia Envi-
ronnement, Artelia and conducted by the President of Cités Unies 
France, will highlight the partnership approaches conducted 
by French actors in the framework of urban cooperation 
projects: multi-actor dialogue around local authorities, participa-
tion of residents of fragile neighbourhoods, building the capacities 
of local actors. 

 Date: 18 June, 05:30pm - 07:00pm 
 Venue: French Pavilion, Parque dos Atletas 

OTHER EVENTS SUPPORTED 
BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

• The side event co-organized by the French Development Agen-
cy (AFD), the French Alliance for Cities and Territorial Development 
(PFVT) Technical Secretariat, the French Ministry of Ecology, Sus-
tainable Development and Energy (MEDDE), the French Environ-
ment and Energy Management Agency (ADEME) and Club France 
Rio+20: “Innovative approaches for sustainable urban deve-
lopment – North & South”, Room T6 at Riocentro, 21 June, 
03:00pm - 04:30pm.

• The AFD side event: “Sustainable development of island ter-
ritories: the example of Mauritius”, French Pavilion, Parc des 
Athlètes, 21 June, 03:00pm - 04:00pm.

• The UN-Habitat side event: “Future Cities and National Ur-
ban Policies”, with the participation of Veolia Environnement’s 
CEO, on Thursday 21 June, 11:00am - 12:30pm.

• The GoodPlanet Film Festival, co-organized by the GoodPla-
net Foundation and the AFD, 16-19 June.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEILLANCE 
MECHANISMS IN THE CIRCUM-SAHARA: 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROSPECTS
co-organized with the Sahara and Sahel Observatory (OSS).

The situation in the circum-Sahara, which is known for the 
fragility of its ecosystems, risks to further worsen with the effects 
of climate change and the area’s expected population increase. 
Good environmental governance is therefore vital. The OSS has 
thus developed environmental surveillance mechanisms, like the 
Long-Term Ecological Monitoring Observatories Network 
(ROSELT), relayed in five of its member countries (Mali, Morocco, 
Niger, Senegal and Tunisia) by national systems. This unique 
instrument of cooperation in the area aims to promote better 
understanding of the links between soil degradation, human 
activity and climate change. 

This side event aims primarily to shed light on the results of these 
schemes and to launch debate on how to improve environmental 
surveillance mechanisms so as to better address the shared require-
ments of the three Rio Conventions.

This will be an opportunity to bring together around a single table 
Khatim Kherraz and Nabil Ben Khatra, respectively Executive 
Secretary and Coordinator of the Environment Programme at the 
Sahara and Sahel Observatory, as well as high-level representatives 
of the Rio Conventions and representatives of the OSS Member 
States. Niger’s Minister for Water and the Environment, Morocco’s 
High Commissioner for Water and Forests and the Fight against 
Desertification, and Tunisia’s Minister of the Environment are 
expected to take part.

 Date: 22 June, 11:30am - 01:00pm 
 Venue: French Pavilion, Parque dos Atletas 

INNOVATIVE FINANCING 
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

organized by the Leading Group on Innovative Financing for 
Development in partnership with the United Nations.

Born of the observation of the limits of conventional official 
development assistance, innovative financing mechanisms 
were created to provide increased financial resources 
which are more stable and predictable to address deve-
lopment goals. The Leading Group on Innovative Financing for 
Development, created in 2006, is the major forum for discussion 
and exchange of best practices in the area of innovative finan-
cing. It brings together today 63 countries with varying levels of 
development, as well as the main international organizations, 
NGOs and Foundations. About 20 countries have so far imple-
mented one or more innovative financing mechanisms, making it 
possible to mobilize an extra €6 billion since 2006.

This high-level event, organized in liaison with the United Na-
tions Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) will be a 
key opportunity to reaffirm the potential of innovative finan-
cing for sustainable development in its three dimensions: 
social, economic and environmental. This meeting will also be 
an opportunity to highlight several innovative financing initiatives 
implemented by pioneering Leading Group member countries. 
These lessons learned will show how innovative financing is part of 
the solution to finance the development goals of the 21st century.

On this occasion, the Minister Delegate for Development, Pascal 
Canfin, will represent France, which provides the Leading Group’s 
Permanent Secretariat.

 Date: 22 June, 01:00pm - 02:30pm 
 Venue: Room T2, Riocentro 

SIDE EVENTS CO-ORGANIZED
BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ON THE THEME OF SUSTAINABLE CITIES 

AND TERRITORIES

The rapid urban growth currently underway in developing 
countries has considerable consequences for the world’s social, 
economic and environmental balance. France has drawn up a 
strategy to support democratic urban governance and has struc-
tured its cooperation offer by creating the French Alliance for 
Cities and Territorial Development (PFVT), a multi-actor forum 
for exchanges and promoting urban planning expertise internatio-
nally, co-chaired by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MAE) is co-organizing 3 sessions 
on the theme of sustainable cities and territories.

SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND TERRITORIAL COHESION: 
KEY ELEMENTS OF A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

This side event is co-organized by United Cities and Local 
Governments (UCLG) – World Mayors Association, the United 
Nations Development Programme, UN-Habitat, the Cities Alliance 
and the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It constitutes the local 
authorities contribution to the Rio+20 conference and will for-
mulate recommendations about the development of sustainable 
cities, the role of cities in combating poverty, and the territorial ap-
proach to development. Local elected representatives will contri-
bute, including the Senator for Loire-Atlantique, the President of 
the Pays de la Loire Region, the Chair of Cités Unies France, the 
Mayors of Stuttgart, Buenos Aires and Malmö and the Governor 
of the State of São Paulo. 

 Date: 19 June, 07:00pm - 09:00pm 
 Venue: Room T3, Riocentro 

© MAE © IRD © IRD


