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Mr. President,  
France fully aligns itself with the EU statement, delivered by the Ambassador of Bulgaria, 
and would like to add the following points on a national level. 
 

1. First of all, I wish to thank you, Mr. Chairman, along with the Provisional Technical 
Secretariat and its Executive Secretary, for the chairing of our works. 

2. As recalled by the Executive Secretary, the CTBTO International Monitoring System 
(IMS), by detecting an event in North Korea on 3rd September 2017, has once again 
proved its efficiency and its unique contribution in the field of the surveillance of 
clamed or clandestine nuclear explosions.  

3. This surveillance system is nevertheless to be completed to be fully operational and 
we would like to welcome the commitment made by States Signatories in order that 
the number of available stations is by the day getting closer to the agreed list of the 
Treaty. It is essential to commend the efforts that have allowed the certification of 6 
stations during the 2nd semester of 2017. 

4. France regrets that several stations from the International Monitoring System, which 
for some are nevertheless certified, do not transfer any data to the International Data 
Centre. We encourage the Provisional Technical Secretariat, in close collaboration 
with the Concerned States Signatories, to implement all necessary actions (technical, 
legal and contractual), as soon as possible, to overcome these difficulties that 
penalize the functioning of the IMS. We ask the PTS to keep us informed on progress 
made in that field.  

5. I firmly support the calls made to Thailand, by the European Union and by Belgium, 
for the quick ratification of the Treaty. 

6. With about thirty stations of the IMS under its responsibility, at a national level or as a 
subsidiary for other States Signatories, France is one of the largest operator of the 
IMS and daily commits itself, with all its technical teams, to warranty the stations 
availability, the quality of the measurements and the transfer of data according to the 
requirements defined by the Treaty. In the 2nd semester of 2017, seismic, 
hydroacoustic and infrasound stations under our responsibility have operated with an 
availability rate above 98 % and the radionuclide stations with an availability rate 
above 95%. Focused on completing our contribution to the IMS, France is committed 
to the installation and certification of the IS25 station, the very last station to be 
settled for our country, in Guadeloupe. For this purpose, all French technical teams 
are dedicated to reach this goal at the earliest and allowing thus France to be fully in 
agreement with the commitments made while ratifying the Treaty, in 1998.  

7. On 20 November 2017, the FRL08 laboratory of the Commissariat à l’énergie 
atomique (CEA), already certified since 2003 for the analysis of radionuclides, has 
been certified for noble gas analysis. My country considers this as the recognition of 
the quality of the work carried out by CEA teams, in close relation with the CTBTO, at 
the service of the organization and of the Treaty. It is also important to underline the 
successful migration, a few days ago, of all the transmission lines of the French 
station, to the new CTBTO Global Communication Infrastructure – III (GCI-III).  

8. These are example of the commitment of France to support the PTS. This 
commitment is also dedicated to capacity building for all States Signatories. In this 



field, the “NDC in a box” programme is one of the most important achievements of the 
CTBTO; this software tool is at the service of all States Signatories.  

9. Other technical challenges are going on. France is engaged with the PTS in the 
activities linked to the calibration of infrasound stations. On a purely technical level, 
the qualification of the SPALAX NG detection system, designed by the CEA, will start 
this year. This new generation of gas detector will be a major asset for improving the 
IMS.  

10. Finally, France is committed to support the CTBTO in the necessary preparation of 
on-site inspections, which might have to be carried out once the Treaty will be into 
force. Taking into account the reference of the 2014 Jordan Integrated Field Exercise, 
this work is to be pursued with partial exercises in order to train and prepare experts 
and by pursuing the elaboration and validation of reference documents. The recent 
ground-breaking ceremony in Seibersdorf for the start of the building of the ESMF of 
the OSI Division is a concrete step in this direction in order to have a long term 
modern facility at the service of verification activities. 

 
 

Mr. President,  
 

11. According to the missions of the CTBTO, which is an organisation linked to the United 
Nations, it seems important to us that the translation of technical documents that are 
discussed during the sessions of the Working Group B are available in the official 
languages of the United Nations. This would reinforce the commitment of all national 
experts who, on a daily basis, operate and use the data of the IMS. This is also true 
for more general reports, such as the Report of the Executive Secretary, which should 
be made available in all official languages before the beginning of our discussions.  

12. As a conclusion, the technical discussions carried out inside the Working Group B 
must not let us forget the necessary entry into force of the Treaty, for which we 
restless commit ourselves, as written by French President Macron, in a letter 
addressed last October to the Executive Secretary of the CTBTO. This entry into 
force remains our goal.  
 

Thank you Mr. President. 
  


