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Mr Chairman, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of Germany, the United Kingdom and France. Our three 

countries thank the Portugese Presidency of the EU for the statement it made, to which we 

fully associate ourselves. 

 

For more than four years this Agency has been seized of the Iranian nuclear crisis. For more 

than four years, France, Germany and the United Kingdom have been seeking a diplomatic 

solution to this crisis. 

 

Since the last meeting of this Board, we have spared no efforts, bilaterally, and together with 

our American, Chinese and Russian partners, with the support of the High Representative of 

the EU, Mr Javier Solana. Upon the request of the Foreign Ministers of these six countries, 

and in accordance with the statement made by them in New York on the 28
th
 September, Mr 

Solana met with his Iranian counterparts in Rome on the 23
rd

 October. He reiterated the broad 

offer made in 2006 by the Six, with the support of the European Union, for political and trade 

cooperation and for cooperation in the field of peaceful nuclear activities. He proposed a 

diplomatic sequence, made up of double freeze, a short pause so to say, to be rapidly followed 

by double suspension : by which we proposed on the one hand suspension of enrichment in 

Iran, and on the other hand suspension of sanctions in the UN Security Council, so to allow 

for real negotiations. These negotiations, if the Iranians so desired, could be for a limited 

duration. 

 



However, Iran made no gesture of goodwill in Rome, refusing both the double freeze and the 

double suspension. And it has been very difficult even to fix a new date for a meeting. Despite 

the regrettable absence of any progress, I wish, in the name of our three countries, to thank Mr 

Solana for his determined diplomatic endeavours in favour of a peaceful solution to this crisis. 

 

Mr Chairman, this Agency asked Iran for a complete confession, to use an expression used by 

the Director General, which means it would like to know the entire history of the nuclear 

programme this country lead clandestinely, it would like to know its scope and purpose - quite 

simply because Iran conducted this programme in violation of its international obligations, in 

violation of its safeguards agreement, and with networks that have contributed to the 

development of military nuclear programmes in several countries. Six months after Iran 

committed to solving these outstanding questions, where do we stand ? 

 

We note that Iran has offered additional information to the Agency concerning issues related 

to centrifugation. We note Iran has made some steps in the right direction to implement the 

work plan. But we are disappointed that Iran’s cooperation has been of a partial and reactive 

nature. We have learned that Iran received items which were destined for Libya, which, need 

one recall, had a military nuclear programme. This is not reassuring. 

 

We ask Iran to improve its cooperation and to answer in the following weeks all outstanding 

questions. Overall, the current result is not encouraging. We therefore believe it is necessary 

to fix a deadline for this process and that it should be brought to completion, as the Director 

General has proposed, in a few weeks. 

 

We wish to underline, in this context, that we thank the Director General and the Secretariat 

for their continued impartial efforts that are essential to clarify the outstanding questions, 

verify facilities under safeguards and determine the nature of the Iranian nuclear programme. 

 

In any case, we are at least as interested in the present and in future as we are in the past. The 

immediate suspension of Iranian activities that pose a proliferation risk is essential to build 

confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of this country’s nuclear programme. However 

Iran, violating the resolutions of the Security Council and the requests of the Board of 

Governors, is pursuing uranium enrichment and other sensitive nuclear activities. It now has 3 

000 centrifuges fed with UF6 in its underground facility at Natanz, whereas, need it be 



recalled, it had no cascade installed there at the beginning of the year. Commonly accepted 

estimates indicate that in nominal conditions such a number of centrifuges can in theory 

produce the amount of fissile material needed for one nuclear weapon per year. And this does 

not take into account the stock of low enriched uranium that Iran now has. We will only know 

the size of this stock at the outcome of the physical inventory verfication (PIV). The report of 

the DG also informs us that Iran is testing a new generation of centrifuges, which is of great 

concern. 

 

In this context, we cannot accept that this Agency’s knowledge of the situation in Iran is 

diminishing. We cannot accept that Iran refuses to heed the requests of this Board and to 

violate the resolutions of the Security Council. We urge Iran to conform with its international 

obligations without delay, to suspend its proliferation sensitive activities, and implement the 

additional protocol and the measures of transparency requested by the IAEA and the Security 

Council. 

 

It is particularly important for these reasons that code 3.1 be fully implemented. The 

Secretariat, in the letter of Deputy Director General Heinonen dated 18th April 2007, 

indicated that the modified version of code 3.1 remains in force. We therefore invite the 

Secretariat to seek confirmation by Iran that this country has no project that may fall within 

the scope of code 3.1, i.e. no facility it may have decided to build. 

 

Mr Chairman, 

 

It has been more than four years since the Board of Governors unanimously asked Iran to 

suspend its sensitive nuclear activities and to cooperate fully with the Agency. Despite recent 

announcements, Iran’s cooperation has in fact lead this Agency to a diminished level of 

knowledge of its nuclear programme. 

 

We are in favour of a negotiated solution; procrastination is not an option. We must therefore 

draw the necessary conclusions in the Security Council. Moreover, our three countries 

declared on 15
th
 October 2007 that they will consider additional measures that could be taken 

by the European Union in support of the UN process and of the shared goals of the 

international community. Thank you Mr President./. 


