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Mr. Chairman,  

 
1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member 

States. The Candidate countries, Croatia*, Iceland**, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia* and Montenegro*, the countries of Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia, the EFTA countries Liechtenstein and Norway, members 
of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine and the Republic of 
Moldova align themselves with this statement.  

 
2. At the outset the EU wishes to thank the Secretariat and DG Amano for 

preparing the documents for this meeting. We also thank DDG Kwaku Aning 
for the technical briefing on the 24th of October as well as for his introductory 
remarks. We would also thank the Secretariat for convening a very interesting 
Seminar for  Member States on TC on the 10th October.  

 
3. We would like to reaffirm our strong support for the Agency’s Technical 

Cooperation (TC) Programme and welcomes its proposed programme for 
2012-2013. We value its role in the responsible and sustainable development 
of the peaceful applications of nuclear technology in the areas of human 
health, food and agriculture, water resources and the environment, and 
nuclear energy, including nuclear and radiation safety in participating Member 
States. The EU commends the Agency for its successful achievements in this 
regard and also greatly values its efforts to align TC projects with the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  

 
4. The EU and its Member states look forward to the implementation of the 

resolution of the 55th General Conference (GC) on the Strengthening of the 

                                            
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process 
** Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic area 
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Agency’s technical cooperation activities contained in document 
GC(55)/RES/11.  

 
5. The Agency's TC Programme, receives substantial financial support from EU 

Member States. Additional resources are provided to TC through the EU 
Instruments, such as the Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation, and the 
Instrument for Pre-accession assistance. In this respect we would like to 
inform the Agency and its Member States that an INFCIRC will be circulated 
on EU international cooperation in support of peaceful uses.  

 
6. We firmly believe that it is important to ensure fair access to TC funds for all 

IAEA Member States in the most efficient way. We would therefore like to 
encourage the Secretariat to continue working in this direction, in order to 
facilitate the participation of least developed countries (LDCs) in the TC 
Programme.  

 
7. The EU and its Member states note that a large proportion of TC projects deal 

with nuclear and radiation safety. We would like to stress the importance of 
such activities which contribute to the enhancement of nuclear and radiation 
safety, and nuclear security, ensuring appropriate and effective infrastructures 
and enabling Member States to fully benefit from TC activities. We appreciate 
the new 'one house approach' developed by the Secretariat in order to ensure 
the coherent application of the IAEA's Statute in all phases (design, review 
and finalization) of the TC Programme cycle. 

 
8. We would like to request the Secretariat to continue to ensure that the Agency 

assistance is provided only to countries which have signed a Revised 
Supplementary Agreement (RSA) concerning the Provision of Technical 
Assistance by the IAEA, as required by the INFCIRC 267. 

 
9. We request the Secretariat to continue to pay serious attention to the need to 

respect the relevant safety, security and safeguards [non-proliferation] 
requirements. Furthermore, we call on the Secretariat to ensure that any 
technical cooperation provided meets the criteria set by the UN Security 
Council and the Board of Governors resolutions.. In this context we thank the 
Secretariat for preparing the evaluation of technical cooperation to be provided 
to Iran during TC Cycle 2012-2013. 

 
10. The EU and its Member states would like to commend the efforts towards 

increasing transparency in TC activities. In particular, the EU appreciated the 
earlier release of documents on the new programme 2012-13 and the 
extensive information provided to Member States by the Department on 
interregional, regional and national projects, according to the Logical 
Framework methodology (LFM). However, the EU would like to encourage the 
TC Department to continue working on providing Member States with 
information tools which can be more intelligible and available at an even 
earlier stage.  

 
11. The EU and its Member states continue to attach importance to measures   to 

strengthen TC activities and to further enhance the effectiveness and 
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efficiency as well as the transparency of the TC Programme. In stressing the 
importance of the Country Programme Frameworks (CPFs) in defining the 
presence of an appropriate national strategy for the Agency, the EU 
appreciates that progress has been made in the process of signing and 
updating CPFs.  

 
12. We positively acknowledge the application of the Results Based Management 

approach in the design of the programme 2012-13 and requests the 
Secretariat to monitor it during all the implementation phases. The EU 
welcomes the commitment of the Agency in implementing the project on RBM 
enhancing the systematic training of the NLO's on this subject. The TC 
programme could benefit by a more effective mention of measurable 
outcomes and performance indicators in each project.  

 
13. The EU and its Member states has particular concern about the increase in 

the overall number of projects in the upcoming TC Programme Cycle, as this 
could hinder the monitoring of quality control by the Agency in the project 
implementation. The concentration of resources in small projects could also 
result in less efficient management. We also wish to stress that projects taking 
longer than forecasted should be closed based on concrete termination 
criteria. This would allow a re-assessment of existing TCF resources on the 
basis of the evolving needs of Member States.  

 
14. The EU and its Member States [are pleased to] note that a rate of attainment  

of around [94%] will be reached in 2011 and in this regard recalls also the 
importance of the timely and full payment of National Participation Costs 
(NPCs) through which countries concerned confirm their commitment towards 
the implementation of their TC projects.  

 
15. The EU and its Member States welcome the efforts made by the Secretariat in 

encouraging further progress towards developing partnerships with competent 
UN organizations, multilateral financial institutions, regional development 
bodies and other relevant inter-governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, taking into account that the IAEA, according to its mandate, 
does not have a leading role in all fields where it is active. In particular, we  
would like the TC Department to continue promoting the signature of UNDAFs 
as a means of integrating all projects in the wider development context, thus 
creating synergies and avoiding duplication with other regional or national 
projects implemented by UN Agencies.  

 
16. In conclusion, we would like to reiterate our appreciation for the Agency’s TC 

Programme and to reassure the Secretariat of our continuing support and 
cooperation. With these comments the EU and its Member states support the 
recommended actions in document GOV/2011/58 and its Addenda 1, 2 and 3.  

 
 

Thank you Mr. Chairman 


