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Mr. Chairman,  

 
1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member 

States. The Candidate countries, Croatia*, Iceland**, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia* and Montenegro*, the countries of Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia, the EFTA countries Liechtenstein and Norway, members 
of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine and the Republic of 
Moldova align themselves with this statement.  

 
2. We would like to reaffirm our strong support for the Agency’s Technical 

Cooperation (TC) Programme. On the Evaluation of Technical Cooperation 
Activities in 2011, we particularly appreciates the work of the Office of Internal 
Oversight Services (OIOS) as an indispensable part of the project cycle, as 
very well highlighted by this year Resolution on TC, GC(55)/RES/11. 

 
3. The EU and its Member states welcome the main positive finding of the 

evaluations: namely that the Agency has been able to  address Member 
States‘ needs in all the fields analysed by the Report. In particular, the training 
has generally  proved effective..  

 
4. However, the findings contained in the DG’s Report this year demonstrate the 

need for better planning of projects in general, taking into account possible 
synergies and coherence with existing national programmes. This would allow 
both the more cost-effective management of expertise and avoid inefficiencies 
and overlaps.  

 
5. We are concerned about the outputs mentioned in the report in the field of 

uranium exploration and production activities, where evidence has shown that 
uranium production projects did not, and I quote: “comprehensively address 
the critical challenges of uranium extraction and production….but also raised 
additional concerns relating to occupational and public safety and 

                                            
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process 
** Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic area 
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environmental impacts”. There is still a need to strengthen the national 
capabilities of those Member States that have opened up their uranium 
exploration to private companies.  

 
6. In appreciating the overall positive result of the evaluation of the equipment 

component of the TC programme, The EU and its Member states stress the 
importance of continuous monitoring of performance and utilization of the 
equipment provided, through relevant indicators and targets. We would also 
request the Secretariat to pay appropriate attention to addressing the issue of 
adequate local skills and knowledge, as well as those relating to 
service/maintenance for the equipment. 

 
7. Also, in the area of sustainable control of major insect pests, The EU and its 

Member states noticed that sometimes there is a gap between the high level 
of know how required by certain techniques and the lack of the required local 
specialist knowledge. We also take note with concern that the report 
registered “an insufficient consideration of language barriers“.  

 
8. The findings contained in the DG‘s Report GOV/2011/62 demonstrate again 

the importance of national commitment (in particular of all institutions involved 
in the implementation), efficient communication between, and active 
involvement of, relevant stakeholders in all project phases, as well as of 
qualified and competent NLOs for effective implementation of TC projects. 
They also confirm that comprehensive, careful and reasonable planning is 
essential in the preparation of projects that can be properly implemented. 
They also highlighted the need to identify and sufficiently elaborate verifiable 
performance indicators, risks and assumptions at the outcome and output 
levels, prior to TC project approval.  

 
9. In particular, we would like to ask the Secretariat to identify possible ways and 

means to address the problem of lack of communication and the weakness in 
the local specialist know how, which reduce the effectiveness of all projects, 
for instance by introducing selection criteria (to be agreed with Member 
States) for the involved counterparts, providing focused training to NLOs and 
introducing new mechanisms for their performance assessment at the end of 
each Programme Cycle.  

 
10. While appreciating the positive trend in implementing the OIOS 

recommendations, we still note that about one-fourth of OIOS 
recommendations from previous evaluation cycles (2002-2010) have not been 
implemented yet and that actions to implement the remaining 
recommendations are in progress.  We strongly encourages the Secretariat 
in this effort and look forward to the implementation of the remaining OIOS 
recommendations.  

 
11. The EU and its Member states also remain convinced that all OIOS reports 

and other documents related to the evaluation of TC projects should be 
always shared with Member States as a valuable learning tool for both 
Member States and the Secretariat. 
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12.  With these comments the EU and its Member states take note of the 
document GOV/2011/62.  

 
 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   


