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European Union 

 
Statement on behalf of the European Union 

IAEA BoG 02-03 December 2010 

Agenda item 6 (b), Implementation of the NPT safeguards agreement and relevant 

provisions of United Nations Security Council resolutions in the  

Islamic Republic of Iran 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 

Countries, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Iceland1, the 

Countries of the Stabilization and Association Process and potential candidates 

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro, the EFTA countries Liechtenstein 

and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine and the 

Republic of Moldova associate themselves with this statement. 

  

Mr. Chairman,  

The European Union thanks the Director General for his report in document 

GOV/2010/62 on the implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement and  all 

relevant Security Council resolutions on the Islamic Republic of Iran. The EU also 

thanks Deputy Director General Nackaerts and his colleagues for the technical 

briefing organized on 25 November. The EU once again commends the Director 

General and the Secretariat for their continuing efforts to seek clarifications from Iran 

and to verify its nuclear programme.  

 

The Director General's report once again sends a clear, unambiguous message that 

Iran is failing to cooperate fully with the IAEA. This, combined with its continued 

defiance of UN Security Council resolutions, paints a picture of a country refusing to 

comply with its international obligations. The EU notes that the present report is 

                                                
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilization and 
Association Process. Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area. 
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addressed in parallel to the United Nations Security Council, in line with Resolution 

1929, adopted on 9 June 2010. The EU has welcomed the adoption of this resolution 

and has through Council Decision of 26 July and Council Regulation of 25 October 

adopted new restrictive measures implementing UNSCR 1929 as well as 

accompanying measures.  All this in the context of our dual-track approach, our aim 

being to reach a negotiated solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

The UN Security Council, in its Resolution 1929, reaffirmed that Iran must take the 

steps required by the Board of Governors and fully cooperate with the Agency, that it 

must suspend all enrichment-related and reprocessing activities, as well as work on 

all heavy water related activities, not begin construction on any new uranium-

enrichment, reprocessing, or heavy water-related facility and discontinue any 

ongoing construction, that it must without delay comply fully and without qualification 

with its IAEA Safeguards Agreement, including through the application of modified 

Code 3.1 of the Subsidiary Arrangements to that agreement on early provision of 

design information, ratify the Additional Protocol it signed in 2003 and cooperate fully 

with the IAEA on all outstanding questions. 

 

Regrettably, the IAEA Director General's report confirms that Iran is not implementing 

the requirements contained in the relevant resolutions of the Board of Governors and 

the Security Council, including the Additional Protocol, which are essential to building 

confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme and to 

resolving outstanding questions.  

 

Mr Chairman, 

The EU is particularly concerned that Iran's continued lack of cooperation has 

prevented the IAEA from clarifying the outstanding issues related to possible military 

dimensions in Iran’s nuclear programme. Since August 2008 Iran has declined to 

discuss the outstanding issues with the Agency and “based on the Agency's analysis 

of all the information available to it, the Agency remains concerned about the 

possible existence in Iran of past or current undisclosed nuclear related activities 
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involving military related organizations, including activities related to the development 

of a nuclear payload for a missile,” and “[t]here are indications that certain of these 

activities may have continued beyond 2004.” 

The Director General states that “although most of the actions identified in the 2007 

work plan agreed between Iran and the Agency (INFCIRC/711) have been 

completed, there remain issues that still need to be addressed.”  The EU notes also 

that based on the Agency’s analysis of additional information which has come to its 

attention since August 2008 “there are further concerns which the Agency also needs 

to clarify with Iran,” and that “[f]or these reasons the Agency is unable to consider the 

issue of the alleged studies as referred to in the work plan as being closed.” 

The Agency reports that Iran was provided with a list of matters that remain to be 

addressed, including, inter alia: “the project management structure of the alleged 

studies related to nuclear explosives; nuclear related safety arrangements for a 

number of the alleged projects; details of the manufacture of components for high 

explosives initiation systems; and experiments concerning the generation and 

detection of neutrons. As was pointed out to Iran in that letter, it is important to 

resolve all of the issues which have given rise to concerns about the possible military 

dimensions of Iran’s nuclear programme.” 

Mr. Chairman, 

Further elements of the Director General’s new report give cause for grave concern: 

• The continued operation of the Fuel Enrichment Plant (FEP) at Natanz, 

which is estimated to have produced so far a total of 3183 kg of low 

enriched UF6. 

• The continued production of UF6 enriched up to 20% U-235 at the Pilot 

Fuel Enrichment Plant (PFEP) at Natanz, with total production now 

estimated at 33 kg, and the operation of two inter-connected cascades. 

• The increasing number of cascades being fed with UF6. 

• The ongoing construction work at the Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant 

(FFEP) near Qom, Iran’s provision of a revised Design Information 

Questionnaire (DIQ), for which the Agency requested further clarification 

on the new purpose and configuration of the FFEP, as well as Iran’s 
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continued refusal to address the Agency’s questions on the chronology of 

the decision-making regarding its construction. 

• Iran’s declaration that it had not suspended work on the heavy water 

related projects, the fact that it has not provided the Agency access to the 

Heavy Water Production Plant (HWPP) and  the heavy water stored at the 

Uranium Conversion Facility (UCF) for taking samples, as well as the 

ongoing construction of the heavy water reactor IR-40 at Arak.  

• Iran’s continued refusal to provide the Agency with information regarding 

public announcements about possessing laser enrichment technology 

plans to develop third generation centrifuges and regarding the intention to 

construct 10 new enrichment facilities. Iran’s refusal to abide by the 

provisions of the modified Code 3.1 of the Subsidiary Arrangements to its 

Safeguards Agreement, requiring the early provision of design information 

when the decision on the construction of a nuclear facility is taken, while 

noting the Agency’s report on the submission of a revised DIQ for the 

FFEP.  

• Iran’s repeated objection, reported by the Agency, to the designation of 

experienced inspectors, which hampers the Agency's verification activities 

in Iran and appears to be aimed at eroding the Agency’s ability to 

implement effective and efficient safeguards in Iran 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

UN Security Council Resolution 1929 requires, inter alia, that Iran apply the modified 

Code 3.1 of its Subsidiary Arrangements regarding design information. The EU notes 

with concern the Director General’s comment that “Iran remains the only State with 

significant nuclear activities which has a comprehensive safeguards agreement in 

force that is not implementing the provisions of the modified Code 3.1.” This is 

inconsistent with Iran's obligations under the subsidiary arrangements to its 

Safeguards Agreement. 

The EU notes with concern that the Agency “is still awaiting receipt from Iran of, inter 

alia, updated design information for the IR-40 reactor, and further information 
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pursuant to statements it has made concerning the planned construction of new 

uranium enrichment facilities and the design of a reactor similar to TRR.” 

By not implementing the provisions of modified Code 3.1, Iran fails to fully implement 

its Safeguards Agreement. In this regard, the EU supports the IAEA request to 

receive an unequivocal assurance from Iran that no undeclared nuclear materials 

and no new nuclear facilities, including research laboratories or manufacturing 

facilities exist or are being built in Iran. 

Mr Chairman, 

The IAEA has the full support of the European Union to continue its verification 

efforts in Iran and resolve all outstanding questions which give rise to concerns about 

possible military dimensions in Iran's nuclear programme. The EU calls upon Iran to 

fulfil its safeguards obligations and enable the Agency to make progress in its 

verification of the correctness and completeness of Iran’s declarations. Furthermore, 

the EU calls upon Iran to engage substantively and proactively with the Agency on all 

outstanding issues and permit access to relevant sites, equipment, and 

documentation, as well as persons deemed necessary by the Agency to resolve the 

outstanding questions. 

Mr Chairman, 

The EU notes that Iran’s nuclear power plant at Bushehr, a subject of IAEA 

safeguards, is starting operations and has been loaded with fuel. The EU does not 

question the right of Iran to the peaceful uses of nuclear energy under the NPT. But 

with this right, also come responsibilities.  

The EU continues to stand by its long-standing commitment to work for a diplomatic 

solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. The EU High Representative, supported by 

China, France, Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the 

United States, is aiming at launching an in-depth negotiation process with Iran about 

the nuclear issue and other issues of mutual concern. The objective continues to be 

a comprehensive long-term settlement, which would restore international confidence 

in the exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme, while respecting 

Iran's legitimate right to the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Such a negotiated 

solution would pave the way for establishing a comprehensive relationship between 
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the EU and Iran, involving cooperation in all fields (economic, nuclear energy for 

peaceful purposes, political and security) and benefiting both sides. We call on Iran 

to comply with its international obligations and to engage in a meaningful process 

aimed at building confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of the Iranian nuclear 

programme. 

Thank you  


