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1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 
countries Turkey, Croatia*, Iceland**, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia* and Montenegro*, the countries of Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, 
the EFTA country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well 
as Ukraine and Republic of Moldova, align themselves with this statement. 

 
2. Mr. Chairman, the EU would like to thank the Director General for the reports 

and draft papers that have been circulated for consideration at this meeting. 
 
3. Clearly, the severe accident at the Fukushima Daiiachi nuclear power plant 

has focused the world’s attention on nuclear safety issues. We note the 
Agency’s work since March in assisting the Japanese authorities in addressing 
this accident and its consequences, and in acting as the international focal 
point for assistance, information sharing and follow-up.  Ensuring that we can 
draw the lessons from this accident, and work actively and collectively to 
implement these lessons, to ensure the implementation of the highest 
standards of nuclear safety globally, will be an important focus for the 
Agency’s work in the coming years.   
 

4. The EU welcomes the revised Basic Standards on Radiation Protection and 
Safety of Radiation Sources, contained in document GOV/2011/42. The EU 
notes that the IAEA standards are a key element of the global safety regime, 
which require to be kept under constant review. We commend the IAEA 
Secretariat, the safety standards committees and the Commission on Safety 
Standards for their dedicated work in reviewing the standards, which we 
understand have been subject to a rigorous review process. The EU approves 
the recommendation as set out in the document. 
 

5. The EU further welcomes the draft Safety Requirements on Safety of Nuclear 
Power Plants, contained in document GOV/2011/43. We note that the safety 
requirements publication covers the design phase and provides inputs for the 

                                                 
*
 Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process 
**
 Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic area 
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safe operation of plants, and was developed drawing on the expertise of 
Member States and the Agency. The EU believes that this standard will make 
an important contribution to the safe operation of nuclear power plants and 
endorses the recommendation set out in the document. 

 
6. The EU welcomes the Agency’s commitment, set out in both of these 

documents, to reflect in future revised Safety Requirements publications, the 
lessons learned from studying the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant earlier this year.  
 

7. The EU takes note of the report by the Director General of the draft revised 
Guidance on the Import and Export of Radioactive Sources, to supplement the 
Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources contained 
in document GOV/2011/44. We commend this work as a step towards 
improving the safety and security of imports and exports of radioactive sources 
and endorse the recommendation to approve the revised Guidance.  
 

8. The EU has read with interest the report of the Director General on measures 
to strengthen international cooperation in nuclear, radiation, transport and 
waste safety, contained in document GOV/2011/45. The report reflects the 
Agency’s efforts to strengthen maintain and improve nuclear, radiation 
transport and waste safety. The EU takes note of the report. 
  

9. We acknowledge the Agency’s work in preparing a safety package to assist 
Member States in implementing the 200 actions set out in the Agency’s Safety 
Guide Establishing the Safety Infrastructure for a Nuclear Power Programme, 
which was published in October 2010. We note the Secretariat’s help in 
facilitating the effective participation of Member States in the development of 
safety standards, including through the use of virtual internet-based meetings. 
 

10. We recognize also the progress that has been made over the past year in the 
development of transport safety, including the Agency’s increased provision of 
training related to the transport of radioactive material. 
 

11. The report also sets out important developments on safety issues  in a number 
of other areas, including: 

• Nuclear installation safety; 

• Radiation safety; 

• Safety of the management of spent fuel and radioactive waste; 

• The safe decommissioning of nuclear facilities; 

• Safety in uranium mining and processing; and 

• Preparedness and response for incidents and emergencies. 
 
We acknowledge the Agency’s efforts and commitment in all the areas 
described in the report, and the progress that it has made.   
 

12. Mr Chairman, the development by states of new nuclear power programmes 
continues to present challenges for the international community. The EU calls 
on all Member States, especially those planning to embark on a nuclear power 
program for the first time, to become contracting parties to the relevant 
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conventions, in particular the Nuclear Safety Convention and the Joint 
Convention on Radioactive Waste Management and Spent Fuel Management, 
without delay. 

 
13. The EU is particularly concerned about the ongoing commissioning of the 

Bushehr nuclear power plant and recent connection to the grid without the 
prior accession of Iran to the Convention on Nuclear Safety. The EU reiterates 
its call to Iran to become a full member of the international nuclear safety 
community by implementing the peer review mechanism and by acceding to 
the Convention.  

 
14. The EU also considers it vital that those Member States receiving assistance 

from the Agency’s TC Programme comply with the necessary TC safety 
requirements.  We believe this will enable Member States to take full 
advantage of Technical Cooperation Programme activities while at the same 
time contributing to the protection of users, citizens and the environment. 
Furthermore, the EU urges all TC recipient MS who not have yet done so to 
ratify and implement as soon as possible the Convention on Nuclear Safety. 

 
15. Mr. Chairman, the EU considers nuclear and radiation safety to be of the 

utmost importance.  International co-operation and sharing of experience and 
expertise amongst Member States is a valuable means of enhancing 
international nuclear safety standards. We greatly appreciate the Agency’s 
dedication and commitment to strengthening nuclear and radiation safety 
worldwide, which constitutes an essential pillar of its work. We stand ready to 
assist the Agency in these efforts and share the lessons learned from nuclear 
safety initiatives undertaken by the EU. 

 
16. The EU adopted in 2009 Nuclear Safety Directive, providing binding legal 

force in all 27 EU Member States to the main nuclear safety standards. This 
year, on 19th July, a similar directive has been adopted on the responsible and 
safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste. 
 

17. With these comments, Mr Chairman, the EU takes note of the documents 
presented by the Agency. Thank you.  

 


