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Mr Chairman, 
 
1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 

countries Turkey, Croatia*, Iceland**, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia* and Montenegro*, the countries of Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, 
the EFTA country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well 
as Ukraine, Republic of Moldova and Armenia align themselves with this 
statement. 

 
2. The EU would like to express once again its most sincere condolences and 

deepest sympathy to the people and government of Japan for the tragic loss 
of human life which has resulted from the 11 March earthquake and the 
tsunami which came in its aftermath.  
 

3. The EU and its Member States played an active part in the Ministerial 
Conference on Nuclear Safety which took place under the auspices of the 
IAEA in June. We welcome the Declaration which emerged from that meeting 
which, among other things, called for the Director General to prepare a report 
on the Ministerial Conference and to present a Draft Action Plan, building on 
the Declaration of the Ministerial Conference and the conclusions and 
recommendations of the three Working Sessions.  

 
4. The EU takes note of the Draft IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety contained 

in GOV/20011/59 and endorses its recommendations. However, the EU would 
like to emphasize that the success of this Action Plan in strengthening nuclear 
safety is dependent on its implementations through the full cooperation and 
participation of Member States. 

 
5. In this context we would like to mention key points from the EU harmonized 

approach/practice in the field of nuclear safety which is based on the Nuclear 
Safety Directive adopted in 2009. According to this Directive all EU Member 
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States shall, among others, establish, maintain and improve when appropriate 
a national legislative, regulatory and organisational framework for nuclear 
safety of nuclear installations that provides for the adoption of national safety 
requirements and establishing a system of licensing, supervision and 
enforcement actions; ensures independence of regulatory authorities and 
requires regular peer reviews. 

 
6. The EU welcomes the announcement by the Government of Japan that they 

will be organising, together with the IAEA, an international conference on 
nuclear safety during the latter half of 2012. We look forward to the 
extraordinary meeting of contracting parties to the Convention on Nuclear 
Safety to take place in August 2012 to review measures that could strengthen 
the provisions of the Convention. The issue of nuclear safety will also be 
discussed at the UN Secretary General’s High Level Meeting, which will take 
place in the margins of UNGA on 22 September. The EU view is that it is 
important to ensure coherence in these various activities and to ensure the 
central role of the IAEA on nuclear safety is maintained. 

 
7. The EU Japan Summit of 28 of May 2011 underscored EU-Japanese 

intentions to enhance cooperation on disaster management and humanitarian 
assistance. Leaders agreed on the need for lessons learned from the 
Fukushima accident to be carefully studied by governments and the nuclear 
industry, and resolved to work bilaterally and with international partners, in 
particular the IAEA, the G8 and G20, to promote the highest standards of 
safety around the world 

 
8. Following the Fukushima accident the EU has undertaken, as a matter of 

priority, a review of the safety of all EU nuclear power plants, on the basis of a 
comprehensive and transparent risk and safety assessment ("stress tests"). 
These stress tests will be overseen by the independent national regulatory 
authorities, and the reports will be evaluated by a subsequent peer review. 
The outcome and any necessary measures taken will be made public.   
 

9. The priority of ensuring the safety of nuclear power plants cannot stop at 
borders. This is why the European Council has called for similar stress test to 
be carried out in neighbouring countries and world-wide, for existing and 
planned nuclear facilities, with the involvement of the IAEA and other relevant 
international organisations.  
 

10. The European Council has also decided to undertake a review of the existing 
European nuclear safety framework, and in particular the Nuclear Safety 
Directive for the safety of nuclear installations, to be completed by the end of 
2011. This work will be carried out in light of the lessons learned from the 
stress tests.  
 

 
     

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


