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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Turkey, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Iceland1, the Countries 

of the Stabilization and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, the EFTA country Norway, member of the 

European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia 

associate themselves with this statement. 

 

At the outset the EU wishes to thank again the Secretariat, particularly the Office of 

Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), for preparing the documents. We very much 

appreciate the work of the OIOS and consider its evaluations as an indispensable part of 

the project cycle, in addition to thorough planning, implementation and monitoring.  

 

The findings contained in the Director General‘s Report have demonstrated the 

importance of  national commitment, efficient communication between and active 

involvement of, relevant stakeholders in all project phases, as well as of qualified and 

competent National Liaison Officers (NLOs), for effective implementation of TC 

projects. They have also confirmed that comprehensive, careful and reasonable 

planning is essential for preparing proposals for achievable projects, and highlighted the 

need to identify and sufficiently elaborate verifiable performance indicators, risks and 

assumptions at the outcome and output levels prior to TC project approval.  

 

The EU remains convinced that a series of indicators linked to basic quality criteria, as 

well as to the planning, progress, performance, impact and sustainability of individual TC 
                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilization and Association 
Process. Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area. 



projects, should be developed and applied. The systematic assessment and 

monitoring of these criteria and indicators should proceed in accordance with 

established UN standards. In this regard we would like to echo the OIOS conclusion 

from the latest Evaluation Report that “the overall TC programme operations would 

benefit from increased monitoring of TC projects with a focus on results/outcomes (not 

just on activities or delivery of inputs as measured by implementation rate)”. The EU 

notes that the implementation rate is higher than two years ago, but in line with the 

related recommendation would welcome an introduction of more representative and 

verifiable indicators of project implementation. 

 

We note that around one-third of OIOS recommendations from previous evaluation 

cycles (2002-2009) have not been implemented yet and that actions to implement the 

remaining recommendations are in progress. The EU encourages the Secretariat in this 

effort and calls for implementation of OIOS recommendations. We also remain 

convinced that all OIOS reports and other documents related to the evaluation of TC 

projects should be made public as a valuable learning tool for both Member States and 

the Secretariat. 

  

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

 


