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Mr Chairman, 
 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 
countries Turkey, Croatia*, Iceland**, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia* 
and Montenegro*, the countries of Stabilisation and Association Process and 
potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, the EFTA country 
Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, Republic of 
Moldova, and Armenia align themselves with this statement. 

 
2. The EU would like to commend the Director General and the Secretariat for 

preparing the draft report on Strengthening the Agency's Activities related to Nuclear 
Science, technology and Applications, as contained in document GOV/2011/48, 
which outlines the progress achieved in the fields of nuclear science and technology. 
The EU welcomes the activities of the Agency to increase the contribution of nuclear 
technology to peace, health and economic development. The EU greatly values the 
contribution that the technical cooperation programme makes in all of these areas 

 
3. Nuclear technology can help in the fields of agriculture, medicine and other beneficial 

activities in addressing global challenges and promoting the Millennium Development 
Goals. 

 
4. Application of rapid and accurate nuclear and nuclear related techniques is of 

paramount importance for the early diagnosis and efficient treatment of cancer. The 
EU welcomes the technological advances that continued through 2011 in 
radiotherapy and radiation oncology, and commends DG Amano's efforts, in 
cooperation with the WHO and other partners, to place special focus on cancer 
control in developing countries, through the PACT programme and associated 
technical cooperation projects, which received large contributions from EU Member 
States. 

 

                                            
*
 Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process 
** Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic area 
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5. The EU commends the Agency for its activities aimed at strengthening efficiency in 
Agriculture and its long standing cooperation with the FAO in the field of global food 
security, inter alia through the control of Tsetse flies and the Trypanosomosis 
problem in Africa. 

 
6. The EU also appreciates the Agency’s efforts directed towards fuller utilization of 

isotope hydrology, as will be highlighted during the forthcoming IAEA 2011 scientific 
forum dedicated to water deficiencies and the benefits of nuclear techniques for 
water resources development, which have been illustrated already not only in 
developing countries to reduce the number of people without access to safe drinking 
water, but also in developed countries to understand important surface 
water/groundwater interactions, as the European regional project finalized in 2011, 
which used Environmental Isotopes for Evaluation of Streamwater/Groundwater 
Interactions in Selected Aquifers in the Danube Basin. 
 
Mr Chairman, 
 

7. The EU recognises that each country has a sovereign right to decide its own energy 
mix, accounting for its concerns about energy security, safety and sustainability and 
long-term environmental impacts, price volatility of fossil fuels, as well as fight against 
climate change. 

 
8. The EU notes that according to the report the number of nuclear power plant 

construction started in 2010 increased for the seventh year in a row: 15 construction 
starts (mostly in Asia) was the largest number since 1985, although projections of 
future nuclear power growth for 2030, calculated by the IAEA in spring 2011, were 
about 10% lower than the projections made in 2010, largely because of the 
Fukushima-Daiichi accident in Japan. 

 
9. The EU notes that following this accident, amongst countries already engaged in 

contemplating nuclear energy, a few of them especially in Europe have decided not 
to use nuclear energy or to phase out nuclear power programme based on their 
national assestment of risks, costs and benefits associated with this form of energy, 
while others are pursuing it, as they see it as a viable option in meeting their energy 
needs and addressing their climate change concerns. 

 
10. The EU notes the substantial increase in requests made by Member States for the 

assistance of the Agency in national energy studies, examining nuclear power as an 
option for their energy mix, and commends the Secretariat for implementing 
Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review (INIR) missions, the most recent and first 
one to be conducted in a country that had already contracted its first NPP, provided 
an opportunity to fully implement and test the Phase 2 evaluation methodology in the 
United Arab Emirates, last January. 
 

11. The EU takes note of the activities of the Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Group 
(INIG) and of the Technical Working Group on Nuclear Power Infrastructure, which 
we believe can support interested Member States in assessing all relevant aspects of 
a national infrastructure necessary for a nuclear power programme, including legal, 
financial, social, engineering, safety, security and safeguards. 
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12. The EU commends the Agency for convening for the first time, in November 2010, 
the Nuclear Energy Management School at ICTP (Italy), and, in July 2011, the 
Executive Training Course on Leadership and Management for Introducing and 
Expanding Nuclear Power Programmes at INSTN (Paris), training courses that both 
provided an opportunity for managers from developing countries to be involved in a 
nuclear programme management course and to learn from world experts and the 
Agency’s specialists about global nuclear energy development. 

 
13. The EU continues to seek to ensure that those countries which choose to develop 

nuclear power programmes do so responsibly and with the highest standards of 
safety and security and with regard to non-proliferation. In this context it is important 
to recognize and adequately deal with associated challenges, particularly nuclear 
safety and security, adequate human resources and infrastructure, waste and spent-
fuel management. The EU has been providing extensive assistance to meet these 
objectives and considers that the IAEA, as the pre-eminent internationally-mandated 
body in this field, remains best placed to promote and facilitate the responsible use of 
nuclear energy, through the safety standards and safeguards systems it delivers. 

 
14. With regard to the reported decrease in the number of research reactors by 

approximately 40 % by 2020 and its potential impact for example on medical 
research and applications, the EU agrees that international cooperation and 
networking among their operators should be strengthened in order to ensure broad 
access to reactor services as well as their efficient use. The EU therefore welcomes 
the creation of the Mediterranean Research Reactor Network (MRRN) in September 
2010, which some EU and candidate countries participated in. 

 
15. As far as nuclear and other radioactive materials are concerned, the EU has always 

attached great importance to their enhanced safety and security and supports 
activities aimed at reducing the threat of their possible misuse. We are therefore 
pleased to note that the technical cooperation project to repatriate spent fuel from the 
Vinča Institute in Serbia to the Russian Federation was successfully completed in 
December 2010 through the return of 2.5 tons of spent fuel, including 13.2 kg of 
HEU, to the Russian Federation with substantial EU contributions. 
 

Mr Chairman, 
 

16. The EU notes that the Secretariat continues to assist Member States in the 
development of safe, secure, economically viable and proliferation-resistant Small 
and Medium-sized Reactors (SMRs), including for nuclear desalination and hydrogen 
production. 

 
17. The European Commission is a member of the International Project on Innovative 

Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles. The EU takes note of INPRO's increased 
membership by two countries (Jordan and Poland), and recognises the important role 
that INPRO can play in assisting interested Member States with the planning and 
development of their nuclear power programmes with innovative nuclear energy 
systems, by using Agency tools and methodology for energy system planning and 
Nuclear Energy System Assessments (NESAs). 
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18. The EU takes note of all the Agency’s activities aimed at innovating nuclear 
technologies for reactors, fuel and fuel cycle, such as advanced fast neutron systems 
and technology development, implemented for instance in the framework of the 
Technical Working Group on Fast Reactors, which also deals with accelerator-driven 
systems, and in INPRO through cooperation with other international initiatives, such 
as the Generation IV International Forum (GIF). 
 

With these comments, Mr Chairman, the EU takes note of the document GOV/2011/48. 


