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Item 6 (a): Application of IAEA safeguards in the Middle East 
 
Mr. Chairman,  

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 
countries Turkey, Croatia*, Iceland**, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia* and Montenegro*, the countries of Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, 
the EFTA country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well 
as Ukraine, Republic of Moldova and Armenia, align themselves with this 
statement. 

 
2. With regard to a NWFZ in the Middle East we support the DG's initiative as 

announced in document GOV/2011/55 to convene a forum in November in 
which participants from the Middle East and other interested parties could 
learn from experiences of other regions, including in the area of confidence 
building relevant to the establishement of a nuclear weapon free zone.  

 
3. The EU remains committed to effective multilateral action against the 

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. The EU therefore welcomed the 
consensus reached at the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The action plan 
agreed upon, as well as agreement on a process on the implementation of the 
1995 NPT Resolution on the Middle East, including a Conference on the 
establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other 
weapons of mass destruction to be convened in 2012, demonstrated our 
common resolve not only to uphold but also to strengthen the nuclear non-
proliferation regime.  

 
4. The EU organized a Seminar on 6 and 7 July 2011 in Brussels to contribute to 

the process in view of the 2012 Conference on the establishment of a Middle 
East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction. 
Nearly 200 participants attended the seminar, with13 countries of the Middle 
East, the EU Member States, the three NPT depositories and other interested 
countries, 6 international organisations and 2 regional organisations (Arab 
League, Gulf Cooperation Council) represented. The Seminar allowed for an 
open exchange of views among the countries on all aspects related to the 
creation of a WMDFZ in the Middle East.  

 

                                            
*
 Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process 
**

 Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic area 
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5. Looking back we are encouraged, by the participants' constructive attitude, 
and in this respect we are now looking forward to the IAEA Forum convened 
by the IAEA Director General later this autumn and I would like to state that 
the IAEA can count on the full support of the EU to make the Forum – as an 
another important step – a successful event.  

 
6. The spirit of cooperation on the road towards the 2012 Conference is laudable 

and we should all work to maintain it. 
 
Thank you Mr. Chairman 
 


