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1.- I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union (EU). The 
Candidate Countries Croatia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia1 
and Turkey, the Countries of the Stabilization and Association Process and 
potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, 
EFTA country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, Moldova and 
Ukraine, associate themselves with this statement. 
 
2.- We would like to thank the Secretariat for the preparations and for the 
documentation provided for this meeting. Be sure Madam Chairperson that the 
EU will support you in your endeavour to produce tangible results to be 
presented at the 5th session of the Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, in order to enable 
the Conference to adopt a review mechanism for this Convention and the 
Protocols thereto. 
 
3.- The EU attaches great importance to the effective implementation of the 
Convention and the three annexed protocols thereto, which are a major 
achievement of the international community in the fight against transnational 
organised crime. I would like to assure you of the strong commitment of the EU 
to work towards the attainment of this goal. An effective review system would 
help individual States Parties to improve their capacity to respond to 
transnational organized crime and to deal with all its dimensions, in particular by 
effective implementation of the Convention which could foster and lead to 
increased cooperation, coordination, mutual legal assistance and enhanced 
regional collaboration. We would therefore support all appropriate initiatives 
aimed at allowing the Conference, in accordance with article 34 of the 
Convention, to acquire the necessary knowledge of how States Parties have 

                                                 
1
 Croatia and The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process. 
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implemented the Convention,  what difficulties they have encountered and how 
these difficulties might  be addressed inter alia through technical assistance..  
 
Madame Chair 
 
4. In another framework, the 3rd Conference of the State Parties to the United 
Nations Convention against Corruption accomplished a major breakthrough 
where a review mechanism of UNCAC was established. In line with what we 
already stated at the one day meeting of this Working Group on 30th 
September, we can now, where relevant and appropriate, use the experience 
gained during our negotiations in Doha, with due regard to the specificities of 
both UNTOC and UNCAC, and try to avoid unnecessary repetition and 
duplication.  
 
5. The UNTOC and its three Protocols are a coherent whole. The review of  
implementation of these closely interlinked and complementary four instruments 
should therefore be conducted within one single mechanism. Similarly, the 
information gathering tools used by UNODC, the interim checklist on the 
implementation of UNTOC and the Protocols thereto and the computer based 
self-assessment tool, are more or less identical and address both the 
Convention and all three Protocols. In addition, from a methodological point of 
view, the collected data are analyzed in much the same way. 
 
6. EU advocates a strong and effective review mechanism to be put in place in 
order to assist the Parties in their effective implementation of the UNTOC and 
its Protocols. Such a review mechanism would enable the Parties to obtain 
reliable and consistent information concerning their implementation of the 
Convention with the view to identifying gaps, highlighting successful 
experiences and good practices as well as needs for technical assistance. This 
mechanism should avoid any duplication of efforts and should take into account 
also practices and experiences of existing mechanisms in other international 
and regional fora. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you very much, Madame Chair. 

 

 


