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1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The candidate 

countries Croatia, the former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia1 and Turkey, 

the Countries of the Stabilization and Association process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, the EFTA 

countries Iceland and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well 

as Armenia, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, associate 

themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The European Union’s support for the Technical Cooperation Programme of 

the Agency remains strong. Through its large contributions the Union gives 

substantial proof of the importance it attaches to the Agency’s TC Programme, as 

an important element of IAEA’s work. The EU would like to express its deep 

appreciation for the work done by the Secretariat in this field. 

 

3. The European Union strongly believes in the peaceful application of nuclear 

technology. The TC programme makes important contributions in many fields  

such as human health, food and agriculture, water resources, environment and 

nuclear energy including nuclear and radiation safety.    

 
                                                            

1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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4. The EU would like to reiterate its support for the efforts to move from a donor-

recipient relationship to one of partnership within the TC Programme and remains 

ready to play an active role in the development of the IAEA partnership strategy. 

One of the advantages would be transparency, another an intensified dialogue 

between all stakeholders, whereby duplication of work with bilateral, regional and 

other international programmes could be avoided. Making sure that the TC 

Country Programme Frameworks (CPF) are coherent with those of the UNDAF 

will also contribute to greater efficiency. In this regard the EU would like to repeat 

its view that the CPF’s should be made available to all countries, with the 

approval of the Member States concerned, in accordance with the model used by 

UNDAF. 

 

5. The TC Programme should take into account that fair access for all Member 

States should be ensured. The European Union would however like to underline 

the importance of an increased focus in the TC programme on the specific needs 

of the Least Developed Countries as well as adequate mechanisms to address 

them, in accordance with General Conference resolution GC(53)RES/12. 

 

6. A year ago, the Board of Governors approved the Technical Cooperation 

Programme of the Agency for the years 2009-2011, upon the recommendation(s) 

of this Committee. Our task today is to study the programme, projects and 

financial resources for 2010 within the scope of and in addition to the three-year 

programme and to make recommendations to the Board of Governors.  

 

7. Let me say at the outset that the EU in general agrees with the proposals 

made by the Secretariat in documents GOV/2009/65 and Add. 1, with the 

following remarks. 

 

8. We note that human health is the largest part of the core programme followed 

by nuclear safety and food and agriculture. The European Union concurs with 

these priorities of the Member States concerned. We are also pleased to find that 

nearly 70 % of core resources are devoted to human capacity development, 

including development of Country Programme Frameworks. 
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9. The EU is also pleased to note that extra-budgetary funding has made it 

possible to continue activities related to the safe removal of spent nuclear fuel 

from the Vinca reactor in Serbia. 

 

10. Results Based Management is a well proven methodology to ensure that 

projects and programmes do indeed achieve the results that the countries 

concerned are aiming for. It is in the interest of all Member States that benefits of 

TC projects are maximized and that outcomes are evaluated against agreed 

performance indicators and subsequently reported. In this regard the EU recalls 

that both WHO and FAO, with which the Agency cooperate closely in TC related 

projects, apply the Result Based Management methodology. For ensuring 

continued effective cooperation and best possible results it is a prerequisite that 

both the Agency and the Member States concerned have the necessary 

institutional capacity for the application of Results Based Management.  

 

11. The EU is disappointed by the Secretariat's proposal to defer the decision on 

the proposed new interregional project INT/0/085. We are of the view that 

informal discussions with potential recipient Member States might be a useful 

way forward. We have read the G77 concerns about the project, as set out in 

their letter to the Chair of 3 November and would be interested in seeing the 

Secretariat's response to these questions set out in writing. We hope the 

Secretariat will be able to work quickly to amend this proposal and present it 

again to the March Board for approval. 

 

12. Sufficient, assured and predictable financial resources are obviously 

necessary. The EU is pleased to note the rate of attainment of 95% for the 

Technical Cooperation Fund. In this context, the EU would like to underline the 

importance of National Participation Costs and their timely payment, as this is a 

way for the countries concerned to prove their commitment. 
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13. The EU reiterates its concern over the declining implementation rate of the 

TC Programme. We thank the Secretariat for the explanations given in the 

document and note that there are bottlenecks which need to be addressed.   

 

14. In line with the European Commission-IAEA Joint Statement of 7 May 2008, 

the EU continues to cooperate with the IAEA under its community programmes to 

provide extra budgetary support for Technical Cooperation.  

 

15. Turning to agenda item 3, Evaluation of Technical Cooperation Activities in 

2009, the European Union would like to thank the Director General for document 

GOV/2009/72, which we have studied carefully. Evaluation is indispensable for 

the conduct of any activity, perhaps in particular so for technical cooperation. The 

evaluation activities reported this year cover subjects of great variety as well as of 

great importance within the TC Programme. 

 

16. The European Union finds the observations and remarks of the Office of 

Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) very pertinent and also in many respects 

discouraging, since there seems to be many shortcomings in the approval, 

execution and evaluation of the projects. The shortcomings refer, inter alia, to 

planning and project design, coordination commitment and sustainability, 

execution, training, procurement, utilization and maintenance of equipment. All 

this proves the indispensable value of well established transparent procedures for 

systematic formulation, monitoring and evaluation of projects. 

 

17. The Secretariat should take good note of the recommendations of the OIOS 

and further step up the pace of implementation of them and report on its progress 

at the next session of TACC. The EU would also like to recommend that other TC 

evaluation reports are made public, as we believe these can constitute a valuable 

learning tool for Member States and the Secretariat.  
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Mr. Chairman, 

 

18. The European Union would like to conclude by reiterating its appreciation for 

the Agency’s TC Programme  and  its important contributions in a wide variety of 

sectors. Nuclear and radiation technologies can make a difference, and the 

Agency’s technical cooperation activities can be important catalysts for 

sustainable development.   

 

19. With these comments the European Union supports the recommended 

actions in document GOV/2009/65 and takes note of document GOV/2009/72.  
 

Thank you Mr. Chairman.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


