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IAEA BoG 13-17 September 2010 

 

Agenda item 7 (d), Implementation of the NPT safeguards agreement in the Syrian 

Arab Republic 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries 

Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Iceland1, the Countries of the 

Stabilization and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and Montenegro, the EFTA countries Liechtenstein and Norway, members 

of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova 

associate themselves with this statement. 

 

The EU thanks the Director General and the Secretariat for his report on safeguards 

implementation in the Syrian Arab Republic (document GOV/210/47). The EU thanks 

the DDG, Mr Nackaerts, and his colleagues for the technical briefing organized on this 

matter on the 8th of September. 

 

The EU is very concerned that Syria has not cooperated with the Agency since June 2008 

in the matter related to the Dair Alzour site, impeding the Agency to complete its 

assessment and determine the nature of the site. Syria has not provided the Agency with 

the necessary additional information and documentation concerning the Dair Alzour site 

and the infrastructure and procurement activites related to this facility, nor has Syria 

allowed access to the different locations requested by the Agency or engaged in 

substantive discussions with the IAEA in this matter.  

 

                                                
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilization and 
Association Process. Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area. 



The EU notes with concern that some of the necessary information concerning the Dair 

Alzour site is deteriorating or at risk of being lost entirely and therefore urges Syria to 

cooperate fully and promptly with the Agency.  

 

Furthermore, the EU notes the reluctance of Syria to engage with the Agency on its 

repeated proposal to establish modalities for managed access to sensitive information and 

locations in order to allow the Agency’s verification activities to progress, while 

protecting sensitive information. 

 

Mr Chairman,  

 

Concerning the Miniature Neutron Source Reactor (MNSR), the EU notes that the results 

of the analysis of the samples taken in March 2010 have raised inconsistencies and 

questions, which are being further discussed, to clarify the presence of particles of 

anthropogenic uranium of a type not included in Syria’s inventory. The EU also notes 

that information in scientific publications indicates the possible presence of additional 

unreported material in Syria. 

 

The EU welcomes the agreement reached between Syria and the Agency on a plan of 

action for resolving the questions remaining. The EU notes that the Agency can not draw 

any conclusions at this stage. The EU requests Syria to cooperate fully in the 

implementation of this plan of action in order to clarify this issue rapidly.  

 

 The EU joins the DG in urging Syria to bring into force an Additional Protocol as soon 

as possible, to further facilitate the Agency’s work in verifying the correctness and 

completeness of Syria’s declarations 

 

Thank you, Mr Chairman.  


