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Thank you, Madam Chairperson, 

 

1. I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union and its member states, the 

Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland** and Serbia*, the countries of the Stabilization and 

Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the 

EFTA countries Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well as 

the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, associate themselves with this statement. 

 

2. Let me start by welcoming you, Ambassador, into the Chair of this 55th session of the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs. We are confident that under your able guidance, we will be in a 

position to successfully accomplish the work before us this week. We have a number of 

important issues to consider during this session and I would like to assure you and the other 

members of the Bureau of the full cooperation of the European Union and its Member States in 

carrying out your work. 

 

3. We recall the importance of implementing the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on 

International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World 

Drug Problem, as adopted by the High-Level Segment of the 52nd Session of the Commission 

on Narcotic Drugs in March 2009. The EU welcomes the Vienna Declaration, as adopted by the 

Third Ministerial Conference of the Paris Pact Partners on 16 February 2012. We also welcome 

the UNODC Medium-term Strategy for 2012-2015, as adopted by the Re-convened Sessions of 

the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice in December 2011. Finally, we would like to recall the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS 

adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in June 2011 committing to working towards 

reducing the transmission of HIV among people who inject drugs by 50% in 2015. 

 

4. The world drug problem undermines sustainable development, political stability and democratic 

institutions and constitutes a threat to international peace and security. Addressing the world 

drug problem will therefore contribute to international peace and stability, as well as improving 

economic and social conditions. 

 

5. The three international drug control treaties provide the international legal framework for 

tackling the world drug problem. We look forward to the Commission’s considerations 

regarding adherence to and implementation of the treaties, inter alia on the basis of the report 

of the International Narcotics Control Board for the year 2011. The drug control treaties have 
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to be implemented with due respect to relevant human rights instruments. The EU 

attaches great importance to the implementation of these treaties as well as of other relevant 

international instruments such as UNTOC and UNCAC which should altogether provide the 

basis for an effective response to the world drug problem. 

 
6. We welcome the focus for this year’s round-table discussions. Both shared responsibility and 

diversion of precursor chemicals are key issues in international drug policy. The round-tables 

at last year’s CND generated fruitful debate and we look forward to this year’s discussions. 

 

7. The European Union has  developed a number of plans and strategies over the last twenty 

years in response to the drug problem, based on the international drug control treaties and 

relevant human rights instruments.  

 

8. The EU Drug Strategy covering the period 2005-2012 sets the framework, objectives and 

priorities for two consecutive four-year Action Plans. Confirming the European Union’s 

integrated, multidisciplinary and balanced approach, it concentrates on two policy fields: 

demand reduction and supply reduction, and on three cross-cutting themes: 

 

• Firstly, coordination, as this is key to the establishment and conduct of a successful strategy 

against drugs. 

• Secondly, international cooperation, as the global nature of the drugs problem calls for 

regional, international and multilateral approaches. 

• Finally, research, information and evaluation, as research and information result in a better 

understanding of the drugs problem and the development of an optimal response to it and 

as evaluation gives clear indications about the merits and shortcomings of current actions 

and activities at the European Union level. 

 

9. Evaluation plays an important role in determining future drug policies. By the end of this year, 

a new EU Drug Strategy is to be adopted. Based on lessons learned, the strategy will tackle 

existing and new challenges posed by the global drug problem. 

 

10. Madam Chairperson, the European Union has tabled 4 draft resolutions. These resolutions will 

address key issues, namely: female-oriented strategies and interventions for women at 

risk of drug use and drug dependence, an international electronic import and export 

authorization system for licit trade of controlled substances, international cooperation in 

responding to new psychoactive substances, and the use and availability of measures 

to prevent moratlity from drug overdose. We hope these draft resolutions will enjoy broad 

support from all delegations and we would welcome their additional co-sponsorship. 

 

11. The drug policy of the European Union will continue to be based on the international drug 
control treaties as well as the fundamental principles of EU law and the founding values of the 

Union: respect for human dignity, liberty, democracy, equality, solidarity, the rule of law and 

human rights.  The EU will continue to commit  itself to respond to the world drug problem 

following an evidence based, integrated, multidisciplinary and balanced approach combining 

supply reduction and the broad range of demand reduction measures as mutually reinforcing 

elements.  

 

12. Madam Chairperson, at this point of time, I would like to confine myself to these more general 

remarks. The European Union has prepared statements under agenda items 4, 6 a and 6 b and 

will be delivering these at the relevant times. 

 

Thank you, Madam Chairperson. 


