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Mr. Chairman, 

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 

Member States. The Acceding Country Croatia
*
, the Candidate Countries 

the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
*
, Montenegro

*
 and Iceland

**
, 

the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, and the EFTA 

country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well as 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia, align themselves with this 

statement. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

2. The EU would like to thank the Director General and the Secretariat for 

preparing the following two draft reports: 

− Document GOV/INF/2012/12, entitled “International Status and 

Prospects for Nuclear Power 2012”, which is an updated version of 

its 2010 edition, 

− Document GOV/2012/33, entitled “Strengthening the Agency's 

Activities related to Nuclear Science, Technology and Applications”, 

which outlines in its six annexes the Agency’s activities in health, 

food, agriculture, nuclear energy, nuclear knowledge management 

and nuclear technology innovations. 

 

 

3. The EU and its Member States appreciate the activities of the Agency 

related to nuclear science, technology and applications and the Agency's 

efforts to increase their contribution to peace, health and economic 

development. Nuclear technology can help significantly in the fields of 

medicine, agriculture, environment, water resource management among 

                                                 
* The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process 

 

 
** Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area 
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others and in addressing global challenges and promoting the Millennium 

Development Goals. 

 

4. The application of nuclear related techniques such as the Sterile Insect 

Technique (SIT), used in combination with conventional technologies, has 

proved to be efficient in controlling pests and disease-transmitting insects. 

SIT appears promising although still challenging to combat, in an 

environmentally friendly manner, the epidemics of malaria, dengue, 

chikungunya, and trypanosomosis, in numerous regions of the world. The 

EU and its Member States welcomes the efforts made by the Joint 

IAEA/FAO Division of nuclear techniques in food and agriculture and its 

Seibersdorf’s Insect Pest Control Laboratory to pursue the SIT 

programme, which, together with the associated technical cooperation 

projects, has received contributions from EU Member States. 

 

5. The EU and its Member States also welcome the efforts made by the Joint 

IAEA/FAO Division in the past biennium to strengthen the support to 

Member States in food and agriculture, by contributing to five of FAO’s 

13 specific strategic objectives, namely: sustainable intensification of crop 

production, increased sustainable livestock production, improved quality 

and safety of foods all along food production chain, sustainable 

management of soil and water, and improved responses to global 

environmental challenges affecting food and agriculture. We would like to 

commend the Director General for dedicating the 2012 IAEA’s Scientific 

Forum, starting next week, to food and agriculture. 

 

6. The EU and its Member States also commend the Agency for having co-

organized side events on sustainable energy, food, water & oceans and a 

‘sustainable development-learning’ event on energy planning, during last 

June’s UN Conference on Sustainable Development, ‘Rio+20’, in Brazil. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

7. As regards nuclear energy, the EU and its Member States recognise that 

each country has a sovereign right to decide its own energy mix, 

accounting for its concerns about energy security, safety, sustainability, 

long-term environmental impacts, price volatility of fossil fuels, as well as 

the fight against climate change. We note that, as mentioned in the DG’s 

reports, nuclear power remains an important option, despite the accident at  

Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, not only for countries with 

existing nuclear programmes, but also for developing countries with 

growing energy requirements. Although some countries have indicated 

that they would delay their decisions to embark on a nuclear power 

programme or would continue not to use nuclear energy or would phase 

out their nuclear energy programmes, many countries have continued with 

their plans, while incorporating the emerging lessons from the Fukushima 

Daiichi accident. 

 

8. The EU and its Member States consider that developing, maintaining and 

renewing existing operating workforce in NPP countries is a significant 
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challenge and therefore welcomes the efforts made by the Agency to help 

its  Member States develop or reinforce their human resources for their 

existing or forthcoming nuclear power programmes and help them better 

manage their nuclear knowledge. We would like to mention in that regard: 

− the first course designed to ‘Train the Trainers’ held in November 

2011 at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology in Germany, to 

promote close cooperation between industry, academia and 

governments, 

− the annual Nuclear Energy Management School at the International 

Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), in Trieste, Italy, to introduce 

young professionals from developing countries to the principles of 

effective nuclear energy programme management, 

− the knowledge management seminar co-organized in cooperation 

with the European Commission at the Karlsruhe Research Centre in 

Germany, 

− the training course on the topics of leadership and management for 

countries introducing nuclear power, organized jointly by the 

Agency and France in Saclay, last June, 

− the 6-week training course organized in cooperation with the 

Technical University of Clausthal, Germany, on radioactive waste 

management, decommissioning, environmental remediation and 

disused sealed source management, and 

− the supporting role of regional and experts groups and global 

knowledge networks facilitating the exchange of information, 

education and training and promoting human resources 

development, such as the European Nuclear Safety Regulators 

Group (ENSREG) or the European Technical Safety Organizations 

Network (ETSON). 

 

 

9. The EU and its Member States acknowledge the efforts made by the 

Agency, especially by the Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Group, to 

support interested Member States in assessing all relevant aspects of their 

national infrastructure before commissioning their first nuclear power 

plant, including legal, financial, social, engineering, safety security and 

safeguards, and notes the completion, in January 2012, of the first 

Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review (INIR) follow-up mission in 

Jordan, as well as the most recent INIR mission conducted in June 2012 to 

Belarus. In general, we encourage IAEA MS to make their INIR reports 

public. 

 

10. In order to comply with the Directive approved on 19 July 2011 by the EU 

Council, on the responsible and safe management of spent fuel and 

radioactive waste, adopting a set of harmonized standards for EU Member 

States, based on the IAEA standards on waste management and disposal, 

some EU Member States have become pioneers in this field. The Swedish 

Nuclear Fuel and Waste Management Company (SKB) submitted a licence 

application in March 2011 for the construction of a spent fuel repository in 

Forsmark and estimates that final disposal could begin by 2025, while in 

France, the national radioactive waste management agency (Andra) signed 
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a contract in January 2012 for the design of its future deep geological 

repository. In Finland, the nuclear waste management company, Posiva, 

intends to submit the construction license application of the Onkalo 

repository in late 2012 and begin final disposal around 2020. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

11. We note that in April 2012, the Agency formally established the Group 

managing the International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and 

Fuel Cycles (INPRO) within the Division of Nuclear Power, welcomes the 

four new INPRO partners (Egypt, Israel, Malaysia and Vietnam) and 

encourages further information exchange and cooperation between INPRO 

and the Generation IV International Forum (GIF). 

 

12. We take note with interest of the latest update of the ‘Red Book’ by the 

Agency, in close collaboration with the OECD/NEA under the auspices of 

the joint NEA/IAEA Uranium Group. This biennial publication of the 

‘Red Book’, tracking world trends and developments in uranium 

resources, production and demand, is an authoritative source of statistics 

and information.  

 

13. We would like to bring to the attention of the Board several international 

events relating to nuclear energy recently hosted in Europe: 

− the 7
th

 Plenary Meeting of the European Nuclear Energy Forum, 

hosted by the Slovak government in Bratislava last May, aiming at 

encouraging a broad discussion among all relevant stakeholders on 

the opportunities and risks related to the use of nuclear energy, 

− the 4
th

 International Conference Atalante 2012 on Nuclear 

Chemistry for Sustainable Fuel Cycles, organised by the French 

Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission (CEA) last 

week in Montpellier, 

− and other international events to be hosted in Europe next year, such 

as the International Conference on fast reactors and related fuel 

cycles, FR13, organized by the CEA in Paris, in March 2013. 

 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

 

 


