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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the UK, France and Germany.  

Our three governments wish to thank the Director General for his latest report on the 

"Implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement and relevant provisions of the 

UNSC Resolutions in the Islamic Republic of Iran."  

The report reminds us emphatically that Iran continues to defy multiple UNSCRs and 

Board of Governors Resolutions. It recalls that the steps required by the Board of 

Governors in these resolutions are binding on Iran, and that all Members of the United 

Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of Security Council. The report 

confirms that Iran’s cooperation with the Agency is insufficient to provide credible 

assurances about the absence of undeclared nuclear material in Iran, and therefore 

insufficient to enable the Agency to conclude that all nuclear activities in Iran are in 

peaceful purposes. 

Most significantly, this latest report demonstrates that the Iranian nuclear programme is 

advancing in an extremely concerning direction. There are in this context two important 

points to which I would like to draw the Board’s attention: Iran’s expansion of 

enrichment at near 20%; and the Agency’s increasing concerns about the possible 

military dimensions to the programme. 

Firstly, the report confirms that, as of 20 August, Iran has installed centrifuges in one of 

the cascades at the Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant, for the production of near 20% 

enriched uranium.  

 This is a significant and alarming development.  Iran has publically stated that it intends 

to triple its production capacity of near 20% enriched uranium. We can establish no 

credible explanation for such a move if Iran’s programme is, as it claims, peaceful.   

  



Why is Iran planning to produce so much material at this level of enrichment? Iran has 

claimed that it has already produced enough fuel for the Tehran Research Reactor. This 

tripled capacity is vastly in excess of what could be required for the production of fuel for 

that reactor. It would provide more than four times as much 20% enriched uranium as 

that reactor needs each year. A reactor that is already capable of producing enough 

radioisotopes for up to 1 million medical investigations per year - comparable to the UK, 

France or Germany.  

 Let us also remember, while we search for an explanation of why Iran plans to produce 

so much uranium enriched to 20%  -  and to do so deep underneath a mountain - that 

once enrichment to 20% has been achieved, the further enrichment required to produce 

weapons grade material is a comparatively straightforward next step.  

I turn now to the concerns highlighted by the Director General in this latest report about 

possible military dimensions to Iran’s nuclear programme.  

We note that the DG has reported that the PMD question has been the subject of 

discussion between the Agency and Iranian representatives. But, as the report and the 

subsequent technical briefings make clear, Iran has yet to bring any substance to these 

discussions, still less to address the significant and growing body of evidence held by 

the Agency pointing to military dimensions to the Iranian nuclear programme. 

The Director General describes this as a matter of “increasing concern” to the Agency, 

and we welcome the intention, expressed by him in his opening remarks to this session 

of the Board, to set out the basis for these concerns in greater detail. We also take note 

of the fact that the Agency has “extensive and comprehensive “ information on these 

issues, and considers this information credible and consistent.  

Mr Chairman, taken together, the absence of a plausible economic or commercial 

rationale for so many of the nuclear activities now being carried out in Iran , and the 

growing body of evidence of a military dimension to these activities, give grounds for 

grave concern about Iran’s intentions.  



In conclusion, we note the DG’s observation in his opening remarks that Iran, during  

the recent visit of the Deputy DG for Safeguards, showed “greater transparency than on 

previous occasions.”  But in our view, a visit is not enough.  This has been a selective 

and insufficient transparency.  We share the DG’s conviction that this transparency 

needs to extend across the full range of Iran’s nuclear activities, including in a 

commitment by Iran, without preconditions, to implement and ratify the Additional 

Protocol.    

In its persistent violation of its legally binding obligations under the relevant Security 

Council resolutions, as well as the requirements placed upon it by the Board of 

Governors, Iran continues to choose a path of non-cooperation with the international 

community.  Our countries remain determined to show that there is a cost to choosing 

this path. 

But we remain just as determined, in our commitment to a diplomatic solution to the 

Iranian nuclear issue, to set out the path of cooperation which is still open to Iran to 

choose.    

France, Germany, and the United Kingdom and working together with China, Russia 

and the United States, with the support of the EU High Representative, remain 

committed to playing our part in delivering the benefits of this path, if Iran chooses it.  

Once again, we call upon Iran to seize this opportunity and to engage fully and seriously 

with the international community.  

 


