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Mr. Chairman, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of France, the United Kingdom and Germany. All three 

countries associate themselves fully with the statement delivered earlier by the distinguished 

Governor of Belgium on behalf of the European Union.  

 

The latest IAEA report again paints a very disturbing picture of Iran’s behaviour. It again 

testifies that Iran continues down the path of non-compliance and confrontation, defying the 

requirements and obligations contained in the relevant resolutions of the Board of Governors 

and the UN Security Council.  

 

As my distinguished colleague from Belgium has already said Iran is in breach of its legally 

binding obligations on several counts. The Iranian attitude gives rise to some fundamental 

questions regarding the prerequisites of a functioning international system and of effective 

multilateralism, questions that need to be faced squarely.  

 

This year’s NPT Review Conference adopted a Final Document that all NPT members – 

including Iran – committed themselves to. It contains a number of actions that also 

specifically highlight the importance of complying with the non-proliferation obligations and 

the importance of addressing all compliance matters in order to uphold the Treaty’s integrity 

and the authority of the safeguards system. Likewise, the Final Document underscores the 

significance of all cases of non-compliance with safeguards obligations and calls upon 

member states to extend their cooperation to the Agency.  

 

The latest IAEA report provides no indication that Iran is honouring these commitments. 

Iran's continuing unwillingness to cooperate with the Agency in clarifying outstanding issues 

deepens the existing doubts relating to the nature of Iran's nuclear programme.  

 



Mr. Chairman, 

 

Iranian rhetoric in the Board has by now become all too familiar to everyone of us. However, 

it cannot and should not detract from the obvious facts. I would remind the Board, in this 

context, that it is also far from encouraging that Iran – despite its nuclear ambitions – has so 

far failed to adhere to key instruments in the field of use of nuclear energy for peaceful 

purposes. To mention a few: Iran has not yet joined the Convention on the Physical Protection 

of Nuclear Material, nor has it signed the Amendment to it. Iran is also not party to the 

Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage, the Convention on Nuclear Safety 

or the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 

Radioactive Waste Management.  

 

It should also be recalled that Iran is the only State with significant nuclear activities which 

has a comprehensive safeguards agreement in force that is not implementing the provisions of 

the modified Code 3.1. And this is not an instance where Iran has a choice. By not 

implementing the modified Code 3.1. Iran is clearly violating its safeguards obligations. Nor 

has Iran yet ratified the Additional Protocol. Such behaviour can hardly inspire confidence in 

Iranian intentions. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

It is obvious: Effective multilateralism presupposes that countries do not only seek 

recognition of their rights but are also prepared to live up to their obligations. We have 

consistently stressed our recognition of Iran’s right to civil nuclear energy; we are also 

entitled to expect Iran to comply with its obligations and responsibilities.  

 

The Iranian actions in contravention of its obligations have prompted the United Nations 

Security Council to adopt Resolution 1929. The Resolution reflects the international 

community’s deepening concerns about the Iranian non-compliance with its obligations. At 

the same time the Resolution also includes the full text of the comprehensive offer that the 

E3+3 proposed to Iran in June 2008. It thereby reiterates and underlines the readiness of the 

E3+3 to engage in dialogue with Iran. Actually, the goal of Security Council Resolution 1929, 

as that of the previous Resolutions on Iran, is to bring Iran back to the negotiation table.  



The European Union’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 

Catherine Ashton, is expected to meet with Dr. Said Jalili, Secretary of Iran’s Supreme 

National Security Council, in Geneva on 6-7 December. The objective is to engage Iran into a 

phased approach of confidence building which should lead to meaningful negotiations. Our 

offer made in June 2008 remains valid as a basis for negotiations. We are convinced that this 

is an opportunity for Iran to demonstrate its readiness to engage and to address the substance 

of our concerns on the nuclear issue in good faith, while other issues of mutual interest can be 

addressed as well. 

 

There is no alternative: Iran must actively address the lack of confidence in the exclusively 

peaceful nature of its nuclear programme. Persistent defiance and a categorical refusal on the 

part of Iran to live up to its obligations are not acceptable now; nor will they be acceptable in 

the future. It is in Iran’s hands to overcome the current profoundly unsatisfactory situation. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman 


