
French Permanent Representative speech, H.E Ms Marion Paradas 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Colleagues and Friends, 

 

 

���� My colleague, Ambassador Scharinger and I are most delighted to open this 

seminar on Franco-German cooperation in Space “Crossing new Frontiers” 

which is one of the many events organized today in many countries to 

celebrate the 50
th

 anniversary of the “Traité de l’Elysée” signed on January 

22
nd

 1963. 

���� This anniversary provides a suitable opportunity to look back further in 

history to the very day when Robert Schuman, French Foreign Minister of 

Foreign Affairs made his declaration, on May 9
th

 1950, known today as “the 

Schuman Declaration”, which can be seen as a founding act of the European 

Union. 

Robert Schuman stated «Europe will not be made all at once, or according to 

a single plan. It will be built through concrete achievements which first create 

a de facto solidarity. The coming together of the nations of Europe requires 

the elimination of the age-old opposition of France and Germany. Any action 

taken must in the first place concern these two countries.“  

���� It was only thirteen years later, at a time when in both our countries -  still 

some people resented the cataclysmic experience of the Second World War 

and, for some, the tragedy of battlefields of the First World War - a vision 

came out of two exceptional historical characters, Charles de Gaulle and 

Konrad Adenauer, allowing the signature of the “Traité de l’Elysée”. 

With this Treaty, our two countries were sealing the reconciliation after 

almost on Century of anger, spirit of revenge, fierce battles and suffering of 

civilian populations, stretching from the capitulation of the Second Empire at 

Sedan in the Eastern part of France on Sept 2
nd

 1870, followed  by the rise of 

the Prussian Empire, to the capitulation of the Nazi regime on 8
th

 of May 

1945.  

 



���� Not only France and Germany were closing in 1963 the chapter of war and 

hatred, but they decided, through this Treaty, to have a common destiny in 

order to build a brighter future for their People and for a peaceful and 

prosperous Europe. 

���� Today, 50 years later, we have a good reason to be proud of the 

achievements : 

. this vision of these two “founding fathers” has been carried out and 

developed, since then, by our leaders fully dedicated to this noble task : 

Valery Giscard d’Estaing and Helmut Schmidt / François Mitterrand and 

Helmut Kohl / and at present François Hollande et Angela Merkel ; 

. one simple image would, in itself I think, tell us more than long 

speeches about the strength of our bilateral relation: François Mitterrand and 

Helmut Kohl, hand in hand, commemorating on the 22
nd

 of September 1984, 

near Verdun (in France), the beginning of the First World War 70 years after. 

. beyond the symbols, the reality of the Franco-German cooperation is 

today very intense and covers many fields: economy and industry (Space is 

one of them), education and culture, political dialogue at all levels. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

����This glorious historical heritage constitutes a milestone to prepare our 

common future : 

● our ministers in charge of European affairs, Mr Michael Link for 

Germany and Mr Bernard Cazeneuve for France have been mandated to 

celebrate this year and to prepare projects associating young people and civil 

societies; 

● After the Reims meeting between the German Chancellor and the 

French President last July, this special year has been incepted first to 

celebrate the Friendship between our two countries and our People with 

several key moments for 2013: 

We have today the celebration in Berlin in presence of the German 

Chancellor and the French President, but also Ministers and Members of the 

Parliaments to mark the 50
th

 anniversary. 

 



Our event in Vienna also fully takes part of the celebration throughout 

Germany and France and through Europe. 

 

We will close this year later on with on the 5
th

 of July in Paris , the 50
th

 

anniversary of the Franco-German Office for Youth (Office Franco-Allemand 

pour la Jeunesse / Das Deutsch Französische Jugendwerk) which since its 

creation in 1963 has allowed 8 million students from our two countries to be 

part of exchange programmes. 

● last but not least, our common future also lays on a new step forward with 

the 2020 Agenda adopted on the 4
th

 of February 2010 at the Council of 

Ministers from France and Germany to enhance bilateral cooperation in 

favour of a sustainable growth. Six domains have been identified and Space is 

one of them. 

I thank you all again for being with us today, 

And I wish you success for this unique event in Vienna 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

German Permanent Representative speech, H.E Mr Konrad-Max Scharinger 

 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Colleagues and Friends, 

 

As my colleague Marion Paradas pointed out: Today’s commemorative event 

here in Vienna forms part of the wider festivities taking place in Berlin, Paris 

and at missions elsewhere in the world to celebrate the 50
th

 anniversary of 

the signing of the Elysée Treaty. 

When we conceived this seminar three elements shaped our thinking: 

(1) Austria is the host of the United Nations Office of Outer Space Affairs – all 

UN issues related to the peaceful use of outer space are primarily discussed 

here in Vienna. 



(2) France and Germany, the two leading spacefaring nations in Europe, are 

committed to ensuring greater benefit of the use of space for citizens across 

the world. 

(3) ESPI here in Vienna is the sole European think tank providing analyses and 

discussing ideas on how to make space more relevant for people in Europe 

and beyond. 

We sought to bring all these elements together today. And it gives me great 

pleasure to announce that all key stakeholders and institutions have become 

actively involved in this event. I would particularly like to thank  

- Ambassador Peter Jankowitsch, former Foreign Minister of Austria and an 

eminent space expert 

- Mrs Mazlan Othman, Director of the UN Office for Outer Space Affairs, and  

- Mr. Peter Hulsroj in his capacity as the Director of ESPI whose guests we are 

today. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I could not agree more with what Ambassador Paradas said on the 

significance of the Elysée Treaty for both our countries and Europe as a 

whole: The Treaty signed on 22 January 1963 sealed an exceptional 

partnership between France and Germany – a partnership which sought and 

managed to turn bitter enemies into firm friends. 

This has primarily been made possible owing to the personal commitment 

and the far-sightedness of the vision with which Charles de Gaulle and Konrad 

Adenauer decided to pursue the path of reconciliation. They set the political 

impulse to help build peace and prosperity which seem to have become a 

normality in Europe today – despite what they had experienced:  

Charles de Gaulle was wounded in the First World War, in which he served as 

a French army captain and was subsequently held in a German internment 

camp. He later served as a general during the Second World War, leading the 

resistance, of which he became a “living symbol”, against the Nazi occupation 

of France. 



In September of 1962, de Gaulle became the first French head of state to visit 

West Germany. He brought a message of reconciliation in the language that 

he originally never wanted to speak again. In front of German soldiers, he 

quoted Carl Zuckmayr, a German author who was persecuted by the Nazis: 

“Yesterday, it was our duty to be enemies, today it is our right to be 

brothers”, De Gaulle said. 

(Pause) 

We opted to be “brothers”, and did so within the family of Europe. With the 

aim to create a better future for us and our children. The European Union 

with more than 500 million citizens from 27 member states at present has 

seen what our parents would probably judge as an unprecedented degree of 

peace and prosperity – something they could have only dreamt of when they 

were young.  

From this perspective, I am hopeful that we will be able to tackle the crisis 

Europe is facing today. And I feel reminded and encouraged that France and 

Germany have a special responsibility to fill out their role as a “motor” 

contributing to constructive solutions. Franco-German friendship is not a 

given – it needs to be re-enacted and filled with life every day anew. 

Conviction and commitment lie at the very heart of this idea.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Franco-German friendship has manifested itself in many aspects – many 

frontiers have been crossed: from youth and school exchange to joint cabinet 

meetings, from close economic ties to the Franco-German TV Channel “Arte”. 

Today, we are exploring another area of joint projects – an area which may 

be less visible but is all the more relevant: cooperation in space. 

Ambassador Paradas and I are pleased that we have assembled here eminent 

speakers to illustrate our cooperation both at national and at a European 

level. A special welcome goes to 

- Serge Plattard from the Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales 

- Gerd Gruppe from the German Aerospace Centre 

- Volker Liebig from the European Space Agency, and 



- David Blanchard from the European Commission. 

 

And we are delighted that two astronauts, Jean Francois Clervoy and Gerhard 

Thiele, accepted to give a real-life account of their respective missions into 

space. Space is a technological challenge…but it also remains also a human 

adventure! 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It was no lesser than philosopher Immanuel Kant who stated: “Two things 

awe me most, the starry sky above me and the moral law within me.” Kant 

extended his moral philosophy to the relations between states in his piece 

“Perpetual Peace – Zum Ewigen Frieden”. In modern terms one might refer to 

him as an “enlightened multilaterist”. 

At the same time, I am not sure how serious Kant really was about his remark 

on sky and space. But I think he would have been thoroughly impressed if he 

were able to attend today’s event. And to see where we stand  

- with the role and existence of the United Nations 

- the peace and cooperation in Europe 

- and the progress made in space – including sending people there exploring 

it! 

I would like to join Marion in wishing you an exciting and enjoyable event 

today. 

Thank you for your attention! 

 


