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Statement of Hungary on Behalf of the European Union 

Agenda item 7 (f), Implementation of the NPT safeguards agreement in the 

Syrian Arab Republic 

Mr. Chairman,  

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 

Countries Croatia, Iceland1, Montenegro and the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia,  the Countries of the Stabilization and Association Process and 

potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia, the EFTA 

country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the 

Republic of Moldova associate themselves with this statement. 

2. The European Union thanks the Director General for his report in document 

GOV/2011/30 on the implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement in the 

Syrian Arab Republic. The EU also thanks Deputy Director General Nackaerts 

and his colleagues for the technical briefing organised on 2 June. 

3. The EU has studied with care the assessment of the Dair Alzour site provided 

in the report of the Director General, which states that the dimensions, shape 

and configuration of the destroyed building are comparable to those of a gas 

cooled graphite moderated reactor.  In addition, analyses of samples from the 

site indicate a connection to nuclear related activities 

4. The European Union notes with serious concern the conclusion of the Agency 

“that the destroyed building was very likely a nuclear reactor and should have 

been declared by Syria pursuant to Articles 41 and 42 of its Safeguards 

                                            
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilization and Association Process. 
Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area. 
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Agreement and Code 3.1 of the General Part of the Subsidiary Arrangements 

thereto.” 

Mr. Chairman, 

5. The report of the Director General clearly indicates that Syria has not complied 

with the provisions of its safeguards agreement with the IAEA. The Statute of 

the Agency and the safeguards agreement concluded by Syria require that the 

Board must report this matter to all IAEA members, the UN Security Council 

and the UN General Assembly. Therefore, the EU invites the Board of 

Governors to take immediately the necessary actions for referral to the UN 

Security Council and to demand that Syria remedy its non-compliance fully 

and without delay. 

6. Syria has not co-operated with the IAEA in order to enable it to resolve a 

number of open questions concerning possible undeclared nuclear activities 

under its comprehensive safeguards agreement. Syria has also sought to 

unilaterally decide which of its obligations under the statute and its safeguards 

agreement it is willing to implement. The Board of Governors has to act swiftly 

and decisively to uphold the integrity and credibility of the Agency's 

safeguards system. The letter of the Director of the Syrian Atomic Energy 

Commission (GOV/INF/2011)  makes no material difference to the conclusions 

of the report and needs to find its reflection in the practice of cooperation 

between Syria and the IAEA. Syria's past records of cooperation with the IAEA 

is not encouraging in this regard.       

7. The Agency has made repeated requests to Syria for access to the three other 

locations that are alleged to be functionally related to the Dair Alzour site. The 

EU notes with concern that the Agency still does not have sufficient 

information to provide any assessment concerning their function or operational 

status.  

8. The EU notes that Syria has cooperated with the IAEA with regard to activities 

at the Miniature Neutron Source Reactor (MNSR), and by providing access to 

the Homs installation, and that Syria’s latest statements are found by the 



 

 
 

 

3 

Agency not to be inconsistent with the results of its  verification activities and 

that the matter will be addressed in the routine implementation of safeguards.  

9. The EU urges Syria to comply with its safeguards agreement and to bring into 

force an Additional Protocol as soon as possible, so as to facilitate the 

Agency’s work in verifying the correctness and completeness of Syria’s 

declarations.   

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   


