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Mister Chairman,  
 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 
Countries Turkey, Croatia, Iceland1, Montenegro and the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, the Countries of the Stabilization and Association 
Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
Serbia, the EFTA country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, 
as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia associate 
themselves with this statement. 

 
2. The EU would like to thank the Director General, together with Deputy Director 

General Aning and his staff for producing the Technical Cooperation Report 
for 2010 (GOV/2011/25) that is a good reflection of the General Conference 
Resolution GC(54)/RES/9 as well as for the technical briefing to Member 
States on May 24th. We also wish to thank Mr Aning for his introductory 
remarks today. 

 
3. The EU wishes to reiterate its strong support for the Agency’s Technical 

Cooperation (TC) Programme. We value its role in the responsible 
development of peaceful applications of nuclear technology in the areas of 
human health, food and agriculture, water resources, environment, and 
nuclear energy, stressing nuclear and radiation safety in participating Member 
States. The EU commends the Agency for its successful undertakings in this 
regard and also greatly values the contribution of TC projects to the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  

 
4. The substantial contribution of the EU Member States shows the EU’s strong 

attachment to, and interest in the TC Programme. Additional support is 
provided through relevant EU instruments, like the Instrument for Nuclear 
Safety Cooperation (INSC) and the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance 
(IPA).The EU remains convinced that it is important to ensure fair access to 
TC funds to all IAEA Member States. In this context, the EU considers that it 

                                            
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilization and Association 
Process. Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area. 
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would be useful to establish appropriate policies to facilitate the increased 
participation of least developed countries (LDCs) in the TC Programme. We 
would further encourage the secretariat to assist them as necessary in 
preparing sustainable and implementable TC projects. In this context we 
welcome DDG Aning's intention to develop a tailored made approach for 
LDC's in the future, as expressed during the TC briefing of May 24. 

 
5. The EU would like to underline the importance of technical cooperation 

activities that substantially contribute to the enhancement of nuclear and 
radiation safety, and nuclear security in particular with regard to achieving and 
sustaining appropriate and effective infrastructures, thus enabling recipient 
Member States to take full advantage of TCP activities without risk to users, 
citizens or the environment. In this context we were concerned by the External 
Auditor’s recent report that radioactive sources had been supplied to Member 
States not meeting minimum safety and security standards. We strongly 
support the Secretariat’s clear commitment to redress this situation and are 
looking forward to the November TACC meeting for a report on progress. The 
EU supports the Agency's aim in ensuring nuclear safety and security as well 
as safeguards requirements in the TCP. In this regard, the EU notes that TC 
activities must be compatible with UN Security Council Resolutions, in 
particular in cases of non-compliance with safeguards agreements. 

 
6. The EU welcomes the efforts to streamline the TC Programme with the aim of 

rendering TC Management and project implementation even more efficient, 
effective and accountable. We support transparent project management based 
upon verifiable performance indicators, and believe that regular and 
transparent interaction between the Secretariat, Member State representatives 
and their national institutions will help accomplish clear project objectives and 
achieve sustainable results. In this context the strengthened application of the 
results-based management would help ensure that the TC projects achieve 
the intended results. The EU expresses again its opinion that the TC “Country 
Programme Frameworks” should be made available to all countries. The EU 
notes with appreciation that the number of CPFs in place is increasing and 
that this process is ongoing.  

 
7. The EU also believes that in order to maximise the socio-economic impact of 

the TCP, it is crucial that the IAEA further develops partnerships – as 
appropriate - with interested States, competent UN organizations, multilateral 
financial institutions, regional development bodies and other relevant inter-
governmental and non-governmental organisations, taking into account the 
fact the that the IAEA does not have the leading mandate in every field in 
which it is active. In this context, the EU supports the Secretariat in its efforts 
to increase IAEA participation in the UNDAF process and continue to support 
the secretariat in its efforts to improve co-ordination with relevant UN-
organizations. 

 
8. The EU is concerned about the common issues raised in the programme 

evaluations carried out by OIOS and the external auditor such as problems in 
rolling out project results to end users as well as problems in areas of national 
commitments and communication among the implementing partners and 
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between Agency staff and project counterparts. The evaluation underlines the 
necessity to develop performance indicators. We encourage the Secretariat to 
continue work with Member States and other stakeholders to improve this 
situation. We strongly call on all stakeholders to improve communication and 
transparency in developing and implementing projects. 
 
Mister Chairman, 

 
9. From the report in front of us, we have learned about many successfully 

implemented projects in individual countries and regions and we would like to 
recognize the good results achieved in 2010. In addition we encourage the 
secretariat to continue with the practice of thematic approaches as it proves to 
deliver good results. The EU also notes that the implementation rate at 76,6% 
fell below the  rate of 77,3% attained in 2009. The EU also notes that the rate 
of attainment stood at 87.9%. We further note that the unobligated balance at 
the end of 2010 reached the unprecedented level of $29.7 million. This 
situation has been getting steadily worse over the past few years and it would 
be helpful to know what the Secretariat are planning to do to redress the 
situation. 

 
10.  In the view of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident, the EU 

welcomes the newly proposed technical cooperation project of a marine 
benchmark study on the possible impact of the Fukushima radioactive 
releases in the Asia-Pacific Region.   

 
11. In conclusion, the EU would like to reiterate its appreciation for the Agency’s 

TC Programme and its continued support and cooperation. 
 
12. With these comments the EU supports the recommended Board action set 

forth in GOV/2011/25 and GOV/2011/32. 
 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
 
 

 


