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Mr Chairman, 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The 

Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia, Iceland1, Montenegro and the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the Countries of the Stabilization and 

Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and Serbia, the EFTA country Norway, member of the 

European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, and the Republic of 

Moldova and Armenia associate themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU would like to express once again its most sincere condolences and 

deepest sympathy to the people and government of Japan for the tragic 

loss of human life which has resulted from the 11 March earthquake and 

the tsunami which came in its aftermath. In the last three months we have 

noticed with admiration the way in which the Japanese people are coping 

with the effects of the disaster and the enormous efforts and sacrifice 

invested by Japanese personnel in the fight to control the situation at the 

Fukushima Dai-ichi Power Plant. 

 

3. With respect to the EU's immediate response to the Fukushima accident, I 

may refer to the EU's earlier statement on the occasion of the special 

session of the Board Governors, which was convened on 21st March this 

year.  

 

                                            
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilization and Association 
Process. Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area. 
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4. The EU welcomes the various activities already undertaken by the IAEA 

with regard to the Fukushima accident, like e.g.  the sending of the 

Agency's expert's teams to Japan, the  technical briefings which have been 

provided by the Agency on the developments, the established cooperation 

with other international organizations, including CTBTO and the fact-finding 

mission, which has now returned to Vienna and presented a preliminary 

summary. Here I would also like to express our appreciation for the 

Incident and Emergency Centre, which stood ready and continuously made 

available essential information to all Member States around the clock in 

accordance with the Early Notification Convention and with the common 

arrangements for early information exchange through the Commission's 

ECURIE system.  

 
The EU encourages the Secretariat to examine how cooperation with the 

relevant international organisations including the CTBTO can be 

strengthened in the areas of nuclear safety and emergency preparedness 

and response. 

 
5. The EU would like to commend the Director General for his initiative to 

organize a Ministerial Conference on Nuclear Safety on 20 – 24 June. 

Under the competent chairmanship of the Brazilian Ambassador, His 

Excellency Antonio Guerreiro good progress has been made in the 

preparatory process for the Conference by the way of open-ended 

consultations. The Ministerial conference will provide an opportunity to start 

a lessons-learned process with follow up actions, in the light of the crisis at 

the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. It should launch a process in 

the course of which, in light of lessons learned, inter alia the legal 

framework regarding nuclear safety could be reviewed. 

 

6. Chairman, the problems ahead of us are multiple and they will be 

addressed in various international forums. Besides during the forthcoming 

Ministerial Conference here in Vienna, nuclear safety in the wake of the 

Fukushima accident will also be addressed in Paris in the OECD context 

and in New York during the UNGA session. The EU welcomes the 
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announcement by the Government of Japan on the 27th of May that they 

shall be organising an international conference during the latter half of 

2012 on nuclear safety, in cooperation with the IAEA. Notwithstanding the 

high level of safety of European nuclear plants, it is important to learn any 

immediate lessons from the Fukushima accident and to aim for the highest 

standards of safety in line with fundamental principle of continuous 

improvement to nuclear safety. We in particular welcome the extraordinary 

meeting of contracting parties to the Convention on Nuclear Safety to take 

place in August 2012 to review measures that could strengthen the 

provisions of the Convention. The EU stresses the importance of ensuring 

coherence of the actions taken in these fora, so that the IAEA retains the 

central role in international cooperation on nuclear safety and 

preparedness. The EU remains ready to actively contribute to all these 

efforts aimed at strengthening the international framework on nuclear 

safety and its implementation, especially in the areas of safety standards, 

capacity building including education and training for both regulators and 

operators, nuclear liability, radiological protection, emergency 

preparedness and post-accidental management. In this respect, the EU 

also wishes to inform the international community of the First ENSREG 

Nuclear Safety Conference to take place on 28/29 June 2011 in Brussels 

which will be is of particular importance in the context of the Fukushima 

accident. The aim of this event, is to present the achievements made 

during the last ten years on the path of implementing and continuously 

improving nuclear safety in Europe as well as discussing with stakeholders 

the challenges European regulators are facing in the years to come and, 

for those countries that will keep or choose the nuclear energy as part of 

their energy mix, notably the safety of new reactors, operation of existing 

reactors and safe decommissioning of nuclear installations. 

 

7. As for the EU – following the Fukushima accident - it is considered a matter 

of priority to undertake a review of the safety of all EU nuclear plants on 

the basis of a comprehensive and transparent risk and safety assessment 

("stress tests"). These stress tests will be overseen by the independent 

national regulatory authorities and the reports will be evaluated by a 
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subsequent peer review. The outcome and any necessary subsequent 

measures will be made public.  At this stage the European Commission 

and the European Nuclear Safety Regulatory Group (ENSREG) have 

agreed on the criteria, scope, methodology and timing of the assessments 

on the basis of proposals made by the dedicated Task Force of WENRA, 

Western European Nuclear Regulator's Association, as well as other 

inputs.  

 

8. As I have mentioned before, the priority of ensuring the safety of nuclear 

power plants obviously cannot stop at borders and for this reason the 

European Council has called for similar "stress tests" to be carried out in 

neighbouring countries and worldwide, for both existing and planned 

nuclear facilities, with the involvement of the IAEA and other relevant 

international organisations.  

 

9. Furthermore, I would like to mention that the European Council has 

decided to have the European existing legal and regulatory framework for 

the safety of nuclear installations reviewed by the end of the year 2011. 

This work will be carried out in parallel with the stress tests.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

10. The Fukushima accident has shown in a drastic manner the paramount 

importance of nuclear safety. In this respect I would like to reconfirm that 

the EU stands ready to respond to further requests for assistance from the 

Government of Japan and the Agency. At the same time, the EU stands 

ready to keep the Agency and its Member States informed on the progress 

of the above-mentioned processes in the EU framework. 

 

I thank you Mr. Chairman. 


