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Mr. Chairman, 
 
1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member 

States. The Acceding Country Croatia associates itself with this statement.   
 
2. First of all, allow me to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman for chairing the 56th 

session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. We are 
confident that under your able guidance the Committee will achieve valuable 
results.  

 
3. The EU welcomes the organisation by the Office of Outer Space Affairs of a 

public event on "Women in space: the next 50 years" to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the first woman in space, Ms. Valentina Tereshkova.  

 
4. The EU would like to express its appreciation to Ms. Mazlan Othman, Director 

of the Office for Outer Space Affairs for all her excellent work on space 
matters. We wish her all the best in her future endeavours. 
 

5. Space is a driver for economic growth and innovations for the benefit of all 
people. Space activities and technologies contribute to tackling major 
challenges such as climate change, scarce resources, health and ageing, and 
boost the competitiveness of industry well beyond the space sector, thereby 
contributing to job creation and socioeconomic development in almost all 
economic areas worldwide. In the European Union, we have developed strong 
and unique space capacities which place us among the world-class space 
leaders allowing us to take part in major space endeavours. 

 
6. Key priorities for European Space Policy lie in the area of global navigation 

and earth observation with the involvement of the EU in two flagship 
programmes: Galileo and Copernicus. The EU co-funds the developments of 
the Galileo programme, which is Europe's initiative for a state-of-the-art global 



satellite navigation system, providing a highly accurate, guaranteed global 
positioning service under civilian control.  

 
7. In October 2012, a significant milestone in the construction of Galileo was 

achieved. Two additional operational satellites were launched from Kourou, 
French Guiana. These two new satellites have joined another pair of satellites 
that had been orbiting the Earth since October 2011. Together they form a 
mini-constellation of four satellites needed for Galileo's validation and fine-
tuning.  

 
8. In March 2013, we were able to determine a geographical position relying only 

on the signals emitted from four satellites of Galileo and the Galileo ground 
infrastructure currently deployed. This achievement is a milestone towards 
offering initial satellite navigation services from 2014 onwards, first on the 
basis of 18 satellites in orbit. Under an ambitious deployment schedule, the 
total number of satellites in orbit will rise to 24 by the end of 2020 and to the 
final constellation of 30 before 2025.  

 
9. The Galileo satellite navigation system will allow improved services ranging 

from more precise in-car navigation, effective road transport management, 
search and rescue services, more secure banking transactions as well as 
reliable electricity supply, which all rely heavily on satellite navigation 
technologies. In fact, it is estimated that 6 to 7 % of the EU GDP relies on 
positioning, navigation or timing services provided by GNSS. Galileo will 
provide new business opportunities in a wide variety of applications in many 
sectors of the economy in the EU and worldwide.  

 
10. The responsibility for operating the Galileo satellite system will be conferred 

to the European GNSS Agency (GSA), based in Prague. The GSA operates 
the Galileo Security Monitoring Centers and is in charge of security 
accreditation and market development. Market development has been a major 
focus of the Agency in recent years and will continue to be so since the GNSS 
market is expected to see significant growth in future years.  

 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

11. Copernicus (previously called GMES – Global Monitoring for Environment 
and Security) is the European Union Earth observation programme. It is a 
long-term programme initiated in 1998. It is built on partnerships between the 
European Union (EU), the EU Member States, the European Space Agency 
(ESA) and other relevant European stakeholders (e.g. EUMETSAT). 

 
12. This programme covers all the activities for ensuring a continuous, accurate 

and reliable data and information supply to the EU and its Member States on 
global environmental issues and security related services. Copernicus 
underpins important EU policies, but also can be instrumental in achieving 



important goals of the United Nations, especially regarding the contribution of 
space activities and technologies to the sustainable development.  

 
13. Copernicus will provide a number of services: atmospheric monitoring, 

marine and land monitoring, climate change monitoring, emergency response 
and security related services. It uses observations from satellites and in-situ 
sensors to provide timely and reliable added-value information and forecasting 
to support a variety of applications (e.g. agriculture and fisheries, land use and 
urban planning, fighting forest fires, disaster response and risk assessment, 
maritime transport and air pollution monitoring).  

 
14. Copernicus is already partly operational. The emergency service and the 

land service are functioning and the other services will follow as of next year. 
The data and products produced by the operational and pre-operational 
services are already available to the public on dedicated Copernicus websites.  
The first observation satellite dedicated to the Copernicus programme, 
Sentinel 1-A, will be launched around the end of the year.  
 

15. I would like to mention in particular that the EU Copernicus programme is 
cooperating with the UN through its emergency service. UN agencies, such as 
the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the World Food 
Programme, have benefitted from situation maps following natural disasters 
and other emergency situations. 
 

16. Copernicus is the European contribution to building the Global Earth 
Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) developed within the framework of 
the Group on Earth Observations (GEO). The EU is working with other 
countries and several UN agencies in order to further the GEOSS initiative. 
 

17. The EU also supports research on the following global space related threats: 
the mitigation and avoidance of the ever-growing amount of space debris and 
the potential impacts from Solar-Earth interactions, in short called “Space 
Weather”. Under the EU’s space research programme, more than 20 
international projects are funded in these fields. 

 
Mr. Chairman,  
 

18. The EU is committed to developing an International Code of Conduct for 
Outer Space Activities, in an open, transparent and inclusive manner, offering 
all interested UN Member States the opportunity to participate in the process 
and share their views. The first Open-ended Consultations held in Kiev on 16-
17 May were designed as a step towards achieving this goal. Following the 
consultations, a revised draft will be proposed for discussion in a second 
round of consultations that are planned for the late 2013. 

 
Mr. Chairman, 



 
19. Over the last decades, COPUOS has laid down a firm legal basis for all 

forms of space activities which provides for the application of international law 
and promotion of international cooperation and understanding in the peaceful 
uses of outer space, to which the EU and its Member States are strongly 
committed. 

 
20. Let me commend the significant work currently undertaken under the 

auspices of COPUOS. In particular, we appreciate and support the initial 
positive outcomes of the Working Group on Long-Term Sustainability of Outer 
Space activities and we look forward to receiving the final report. We would 
like to express our appreciation to the chairman of this working group, Mr. 
Peter Martinez. We are looking forward to fruitful discussions and results 
based on the first compilation of proposed draft guidelines of expert groups A 
to D of the LTS Working Group.  

 
21. Referring to the 55th Session of the S&T Subcommittee I would like to draw 

your attention to the Final Report of the Action Team on Near Earth Objects, 
which contains recommendations for an international response to the NEO 
impact threat. The Action Team referred specifically to an EU financed activity 
in this field, the international research project NEO shield, which deals with 
possibilities to mitigate impacts from NEOs. NEO shield is an international 
project involving leading European, Russian and US scientists aiming to 
develop possible methodologies to deflect asteroids. 
 

22. We appreciate the work and the results of the Working Group on National 
Legislation relevant to the peaceful exploration and use of outer space. The 
final report has provided us with an excellent analysis of the current status and 
development of national space legislation and regulatory frameworks. We 
would like to express our appreciation to the chair of the working group, Ms. 
Irmgard Marboe. 

 
23. We welcome the decision of the Legal Subcommittee at its 52nd session in 

April 2013 that the set of recommendations developed by the Working Group 
should be submitted as a separate draft resolution for consideration by the 
General Assembly at its 68th session. A separate General Assembly 
Resolution would give full visibility to the useful and result oriented work done 
in the Working Group. We hope that the Committee will be able to make a 
decision in this respect at the current session.  

 
24. Improving and rationalizing the organisation and working methods of 

COPUOS and its Subcommittee are a key element in achieving significant 
progress towards strengthening the agenda. In that respect, we are ready to 
engage into consultations and consider any concrete proposal that could 
facilitate the work of COPUOS and make it more efficient and result oriented. 
In this regard we should build on the positive move based on proposals and 



comments at the last Legal Subcommittee, for instance with a view to the 
revision of the agenda. In this regard we take note with appreciation of the 
proposal by Japan, cosponsored by a number of COPUOS Member States, to 
include in the Legal Subcommittee Agenda a new item on a general exchange 
of information on practices in relation to non-legally binding UN instruments. 

 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


