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Madam Chair, 

 

1. On behalf of the French Delegation, I would firstly like to warmly congratulate you 

on your election as Chair of this fifty third session of the General Conference of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and can assure you of our full commitment and 

cooperation in assisting you to successfully carry out this sensitive task. 

I also wish to congratulate the two new members States of the Agency, the Kingdom of 

Cambodia and the republic of Rwanda. 

 

2. The French Delegation also wishes to fully support the declaration made on behalf 

of the European Union by Mrs. Karlsson, Head of the Swedish delegation. 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

3. In the context of today's world, the role and missions of the IAEA are essential. 

While one of the primary aspects of the Agency's work is to continue to ensure that nuclear 

materials and technologies are not misused for military purposes or that States do not carry 

out undeclared activities, the IAEA also has an influential role in the responsible development 

of civil nuclear energy, in particular by promoting a culture of nuclear safety and rigorous 

safety standards among its Member States and by expanding nuclear energy applications in 

the fields of health, food supply and agriculture, access to water and energy, and protection of 

the environment. Finally, the IAEA works to contribute to the development of nuclear security 

in all its aspects, including the fight against nuclear terrorism. 

 

4. I would like to assure the Agency's next Director General, Ambassador  Amano , 

whose appointment was confirmed by Delegates to the General Conference, of the 

confidence we have in him to meet these challenges and of our continued support for the 

tasks he faces. 

 

5. The French Delegation would also like to acknowledge the imminent departure of 

Dr. ElBaradei  who successfully directed the Agency during his three mandates and whose 

work was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize four years ago. 
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Madam Chair, 

 

6. With increasing numbers of countries intending to use nuclear energy in order to 

satisfy their rapidly growing energy needs, it is particularly important for the international 

community to demonstrate its capacity to resolutely meet the challenges faced by the non-

proliferation regime , and in particular the Iranian and North Korean proliferation crises which 

are extremely worrying. 

 

7. Iran  continues to accumulate low-enriched uranium, without an identifiable civil 

purpose, in violation of United Nations Security Council resolutions. It has still not provided 

any serious answers to the Agency's questions regarding possible Iranian activities linked to 

the design and manufacture of nuclear weapons. By informing the international community of 

developments in the Iranian nuclear programme, the Agency is playing an essential role. This 

is why the President of the French Republic, in his speech opening the Conference of 

Ambassadors on August 26th 2009, announced that France proposed endowing the IAEA 

with strengthened inspection powers for situations of this type, as the Director General of the 

Agency himself called for yesterday morning. 

 

8. On May 25th, North Korea  conducted a second nuclear test accompanied by the 

firing of numerous missiles, thus flagrantly violating the resolutions of the United Nations 

Security Council. Provocative acts of this nature are not acceptable. We request a return of 

the Agency's inspectors to North Korea and Pyongyang to carry out complete, verifiable and 

irreversible dismantling of its existing nuclear weapons programmes in compliance with the 

resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. We believe it is essential for North Korea 

to strictly comply with its obligations under the terms of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons and its Safeguards Agreement. We support the work of the Agency in this 

direction. It is also essential for North Korea to cease all proliferation activity and abstain from 

all exports prohibited by resolutions 1718 and 1874 of the United Nations Security Council. 

The Six-Party Talks offer a framework for restarting dialogue with a view to denuclearization, 

and we call on North Korea to rapidly and unconditionally return to this forum. 

 

9. Finally, France, which will continue to support the Agency's investigations on this 

issue as necessary, calls on Syria  to demonstrate the required transparency and cooperation 

in the application of its Safeguards Agreement. 
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10. In this context the Non-Proliferation Treaty  remains, for us, the cornerstone of 

the continued struggle against the proliferation of nuclear weapons, while favouring the 

development of peaceful uses for nuclear energy. To this end, we sincerely hope that the 

2010 Review Conference  of the NPT will be successful and we intend to take an active role 

in it. This success should build on the work of the three Preparatory Committees.  

 

11. The right to benefit from nuclear energy supposes that the States wishing to 

exercise this right comply with their non-proliferation obligations, observe their Safeguards 

Agreement with the IAEA and pursue their peaceful objectives in good faith. 

 

Any serious failure by a State to meet its obligations undermines mutual trust  and damages 

the development of international cooperation on the peaceful use of nuclear energy, to the 

detriment of the vast majority of States which honour their commitments in good faith. 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

12. The French Delegation supports actions aimed at strengthening and 

implementing the universal application of the safeg uards system  of the IAEA, which is 

for the benefit of everyone. Application of a credible and effective safeguards system means 

that the expansion of nuclear energy in the world can be viewed with confidence. In addition, 

the Agency's safeguards system helps to strengthen nuclear security in the world and protect 

all of us from the threat of nuclear terrorism. 

 

13. Without the combined implementation of a comprehensive safeguards 

agreement and an additional protocol , the Agency's means of detecting undeclared 

nuclear materials and activities will continue to be limited. The universal application of the 

system of comprehensive safeguards and the additional protocol therefore remains a priority 

and the French Delegation invites any State which has not already done so, to express its 

support for the non-proliferation regime in a concrete manner by entering into such legal 

instruments at the earliest possible opportunity.  

 

14. Furthermore, it is France's intention to continue its efforts in support of the Agency, 

in particular its national Support Programme to the Agency’s safeguar ds , by making 

available its skills and expertise and by promoting the development of technologies designed 

to detect any clandestine nuclear activity. 
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Madam Chair, 

 

15. Previous investigations by the IAEA have highlighted the existence of a vast 

international network operating in the illicit trade of sensitive technologies  which has not 

yet been fully brought to light. 

 

16. This illustrates the need for rigorous and universal control of exports  of the 

most sensitive nuclear technologies, equipment and materials, which is a condition essential 

to the development of the nuclear trade, when a growing number of States are going to have 

industrial capacities in the nuclear field. It is with this objective in view that France is 

participating in the Nuclear Suppliers Group which we consider to be an essential instrument 

for the promotion of a credible, balanced approach to the control of exports and which 

provides the framework necessary for the responsible development of nuclear power. 

 

17. With respect to the most sensitive technologies , in particular those related to 

enrichment and reprocessing: any transfer of such technologies must be evaluated so as to 

benefit those countries which scrupulously observe their commitments in terms of non-

proliferation and whose motivation to acquire such technologies is justified, in particular 

because of needs related to the development of a credible nuclear power programme. In this 

respect, recipients and exporters of technologies are responsible for committing to a long-

term partnership in order to guarantee that the destination country is capable of 

accommodating these technologies, of using them under the best safety, security and non-

proliferation conditions and in a way that is respectful of the environment. 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

18. The risks related to nuclear terrorism  continue to be a threat and it is essential 

for States, which are the principal entities responsible in this area, to take all the measures 

necessary to continue to improve the level of protection of nuclear installations and materials 

so that their security can be guaranteed in compliance with the most stringent criteria. Every 

effort should be made to resolutely combat any risk of nuclear or radioactive materials being 

acquired and used for terrorist purposes. 

 

19. These measures include adherence by States to relevant international legal 

instruments  including the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material 
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(CPPNM), and its amendment, together with the Convention for the Suppression of Acts of 

Nuclear Terrorism. 

 

20. The IAEA also has a prominent role to play, in compliance with its statute, to 

ensure the security of nuclear materials and installations, and we intend to continue our 

support for its action plan in this area with the recently adopted Nuclear Security Plan 2010-

2013. 

 

21. In this respect, we are delighted with the significant increase in the budgetary 

resources that the Agency will benefit from in 2010 to fulfill the missions entrusted to it in this 

context and we will continue to provide our financial and technical support within the 

framework of the Nuclear Security Fund. 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

22. The potential of nuclear power to meet global energy needs  was highlighted 

during the International Conference successfully organized in Beijing in April 2009, the 

concluding statement of which underlined the fact that nuclear energy, as a proven, clean, 

safe and competitive technology, should make an increasingly important contribution to 

sustainable development in the world in the 21st century and beyond. 

 

23. France believes that nuclear energy has an important role to play, together with 

other non green house gases-producing sources of energy, as an integral part of the energy 

mix making it possible to combat  the risk of climate change . This was recently pointed out 

by the President of the Republic who, speaking to all of our ambassadors, underlined the fact 

that there could not be "a solution to the world's energy problems without equitable sharing of 

civil nuclear energy". The International Conference announced by Nicolas Sarkozy, and which 

France wishes to organize in the next few months in close collaboration with the Agency, will 

be an opportunity to continue the fundamental debate necessitated by the choice of nuclear 

power programmes with all stakeholders in the civil nuclear industry. 

 

24. This Conference will also take place in the now familiar context of a significant 

increase in the number of States which have expressed a desire to the Agency to acquire a 

nuclear power programme. This trend, in conjunction with a threefold increase in 2008 in the 

number of technical cooperation projects examining the introduction of this form of energy, is 

confirmation of the favorable prospects  existing in this area. 
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25. Thanks to more than thirty years' experience acquired through significant use of 

nuclear energy for its electricity production, France, in compliance with the provisions of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), is willing to help any country that wants to adopt a civil 

nuclear energy programme, provided that it complies with its non-proliferation commitments 

and pursues its activities for peaceful purposes in good faith. France intends to implement 

these cooperation projects in strict compliance with the most stringent safety, s ecurity, 

and non-proliferation standards , an essential condition for the responsible development of 

civil nuclear energy. 

 

26. In particular, France intends to help countries that wish to acquire nuclear power 

capabilities to implement the framework and infrastructures  necessary for the safe and 

efficient development of nuclear energy. Commitment to a civil nuclear programme is a long-

term choice, which requires a suitable environment and therefore implies a special 

responsibility on behalf of the States concerned. 

 

27. Furthermore, France has set up a specialist body, the AFNI (Agence France 

Nucléaire International  - French International Nuclear Agency) , to assist countries in 

gaining access to nuclear energy with the implementation of the infrastructures necessary, 

with priority given to the training and development of human resources in the nuclear field. 

 

28. In this respect, I would like to draw your attention to the creation this year in 

France of a "Nuclear Engineering" Master's degree  by a consortium bringing together 

academic establishments and the Sciences and Technologies National Institute (INSTN) 

placed under the responsibility of the French Atomic Energy Commission (CEA), with the 

support of industry; the course is delivered in English and open to foreign students. 

 

29. Implementation of this policy has been formalized, since early 2008, through the 

signature of seven bilateral intergovernmental cooperation agreements in the nuclear field. 

We intend to act in close collaboration with the Agency , which has a central role to play, in 

compliance with its statute, in promoting cooperation between its Member States in this area. 

This cooperation could, for example, take place in the context of the Technical Cooperation 

Programme or by harmonizing as much as possible bilateral cooperation and multilateral aid 

offered by the Agency around the requesting country and at its initiative . 

 

30. We believe that the purpose of the international debate on multilateral 

approaches to the fuel cycle  is to support the development of nuclear power programmes 
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around the world, while guaranteeing compliance with non-proliferation requirements. France 

is delighted that the Council of the European Union has taken the decision to contribute the 

sum of €25M to the setting up of a "fuel bank" under the auspices of the IAEA and hopes for 

an imminent decision from the Board of Governors. 

This initiative does not exclude other additional initiatives aimed at strengthening, as far as 

necessary and without compromising it, the high level of security already provided by the 

nuclear fuel market.  

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

31. France, whose contribution for 2009 has increased compared with the previous 

year, is actively supporting the Agency's Technical  Cooperation Programme , an essential 

framework for the promotion of nuclear technologies for development purposes. The French 

Delegation attaches the greatest importance to the fact that technical cooperation, on 

completion of thorough dialogue between the Agency, the receiving States and donating 

States, should be fairly distributed and of benefit to the least advanced countries. It should not 

be forgotten that funding and reinforcing the Agency's technical cooperation activities is a 

responsibility shared by all Member States. 

 

32. In addition to projects related to the development of nuclear power programmes, 

France also wishes to reaffirm its support for projects in the field of human health , for 

example the Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT) or the control of harmful 

insects, and in particular those included in the context of AFRA and ARCAL Regional 

Agreements . We will continue to mobilize our experts to support the work carried out by the 

Agency.  

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

33. Developing the use of nuclear energy can only be conceived of under conditions of 

optimum safety . It is therefore essential in particular to set up national regulatory bodies 

responsible for the control of nuclear safety and radiation protection which must be a 

prerequisite to the adoption or development of nuclear technology. 

 

34. It is also essential that all countries, and especially those that are planning nuclear 

development, take the necessary measures by adhering to the relevant international legal 
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instruments, and in particular to the Convention on Nuclear Safety and the Joint  

Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management a nd the Safety of Radioactive 

Waste Management . 

 

We therefore invite all countries which have not yet done so to start the procedures leading 

to ratification of these instruments which create the conditions for constructive review by 

peers, a precious source of information on best practices and a driving force for continuous 

improvement of nuclear safety.  

 

35. In this context of increasing numbers of nuclear programmes and the arrival of 

newcomers in the global nuclear community, we intend to continue our support for the 

Agency's efforts to continuously improve safety in the world through international 

cooperation. We have therefore increased our voluntary contribution to the important 

Extrabudgetary Programme on Seismic Safety of Existing Nuclear Power Plants and in 

particular are providing the Department of Nuclear Safety and Security with several cost free 

experts. 

 

36. The French Delegation is also very aware of the work undertaken by the Agency to 

organize peer reviews of regulatory authorities, known as IRRS missions . We encourage 

Member States to seize this opportunity to evaluate and continue to improve their national 

safety authorities. 

 

37. Regarding transport safety , France is continuing dialogue and consultations with 

its partners and the relevant coastal States in order to improve mutual understanding and 

trust concerning the safety of sea transportation of radioactive materials.  

 

38. The French Delegation also wishes to remind all States, whether or not they are in 

the process of acquiring a nuclear power programme, of the importance of universal 

implementation of a nuclear civil liability regime. In the context of developing civil nuclear 

programmes, it is the duty of all States to demonstrate that this essential issue has been fully 

taken into account either by adhering to one of the regimes currently in force, namely the 

Paris Convention or the Vienna Convention, or through the adaptation, if applicable, of 

national legislation. 
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Madam Chair, 

 

39. France has for many years chosen to use nuclear energy  to generate a 

significant proportion, around 80%, of the electricity that it needs. Today, the 58 reactors 

operating in France allow us greater independence and the security of our energy supply, 

while limiting our emissions of greenhouse gases. 

 

40. The announcement made by the President of the Republic to start construction of 

a second EPR  type reactor on the Penly site, following the first installation of this type on the 

EDF Flamanville site, is a clear demonstration of an ongoing commitment to this policy. 

 

41. For more than 30 years now, France has pursued this responsible energy policy. It 

has developed major facilities designed to overcome the challenges of radioactive waste 

management  and in this context has decided on the closed cycle. 

 

42. France is continuing its efforts in the field of research and envisages the roll-out by 

2020 of a fast neutron reactor  prototype , liable to further increase the energy potential of 

nuclear material and which could bring innovative solutions for the efficient processing of 

minor actinides which are the most serious contributors to the toxicity and duration of the life 

of ultimate waste. 

 

43. A new research reactor, the Jules Horowitz Reactor  (RJH), will also be built on 

the Cadarache site. Operating within the context of a wide international partnership, this 

reactor will be largely used for studies on fuels and materials. In addition, it will, as of 2015, 

produce radioisotopes  and should provide for 25% of European requirements. 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

44. This point brings me to the important issue of the supply of medical 

radioisotopes : the fragility of the production chain has been demonstrated following several 

instances of shortages of molybdenum-99 that have occurred in the last few years, with one 

occurring again today. The subject was in the news again with the shutdown of the Canadian 

Chalk River reactor at the end of May which has created a new crisis situation with a 

significant impact on the access of patients to nuclear medicine diagnosis. 
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45. France is taking an active part in international discussions  to solve the problems 

linked to the security of supply of medical radioisotopes. We believe that the high-level group 

set up within the framework of the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency should carry out its 

mandate in close cooperation with the IAEA, in particular with the objective of making 

proposals on the economic model to be used for meeting the demand for these products. We 

also need to examine alternative technologies, and to consolidate decision-making elements 

linked to the problem of producing medical radioisotopes in reactors using only low-enriched 

uranium, by evaluating the technical and economic feasibility of conversion to LEU, and when 

this is possible, by proposing a realistic and practicable completion schedule. 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

46. In the area of  technological innovation and progress , international cooperation 

is essential for the design of a new generation of safer, more competitive reactors that 

generate less long-term radioactive waste and are more resistant to proliferation. This is 

supported in particular by the INPRO and Generation IV initiatives and we are delighted with 

the way in which they have been coordinated and how they complement each other. 

 

47. France is actively participating in the INPRO project of the IAEA and in particular 

this year has increased its involvement in this initiative through an extrabudgetary contribution 

intended to encourage the participation of emerging countries in the development of nuclear 

energy. We are also taking part in the Generation IV International Forum and last week had 

the honour of hosting, under our presidency, the symposium celebrating the 10th anniversary 

of the GEN IV forum. 

 

48. In the area of fusion, I would like to inform the Conference that preparatory work 

on the site of the ITER reactor  (International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor), which 

will be installed on the European Cadarache site in France, and which was France’s 

responsibility to carry out, is completed or will be before February 2010. The 7 main ITER 

partners hope with the scientific community directly concerned that the 5th ITER Council, 

which will be held on the 18th and 19th of November in Cadarache, will allow the launching of 

the actual reactor construction. In addition, we are delighted that the IAEA has signed a 

collaboration agreement with the Organization in charge of the ITER project which should 

allow the exchange of information and joint training of scientists from both organizations. 
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Madam Chair, 

 

49. Finally, I would like to touch on the future of the Agency  which has been the 

subject of informal discussions between its Member States for several months now and in 

which we are actively participating. Definition of a long-term strategy is essential, in terms of 

the IAEA's principal objectives, the funding methods used and how it is managed. 

 

France is aware of the central role played by the Agency and believes that it is up to all of us 

to ensure that it has the resources necessary  to accomplish all of its statutory missions, 

which France continues to set great store by. 

 

50. We are therefore delighted that a consensus has been reached on the significantly 

increased 2010 budget in a difficult international economic climate. This cannot in any way be 

considered an austerity budget and gives the Agency the necessary resources to successfully 

carry out its missions. 

 

We are delighted that a working group has been set up to examine the Agency's priorities and 

their translation in budgetary terms, and France intends to fully engage with this exercise of 

primary importance led under the high authority of the new Director General, Ambassador 

Amano. 

 

 

51. To conclude , Madam Chair, I would like to reaffirm France's commitment to 

support the IAEA in all of its missions which, in today's international context, take on an 

especial importance, whether in terms of promoting peaceful applications of nuclear energy, 

contributing to the fight against proliferation and nuclear terrorism or spreading a culture of 

nuclear safety and nuclear safety standards throughout the world. 

 

52. I have no doubt that the Agency's central role in strengthening large-scale 

international cooperation in a climate of confidence and transparency will enable the greatest 

number of countries to benefit, during this century, from the peaceful applications of this 

energy of the future. 

 

Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 


