
 1 

Speech of H. E. Florence Mangin, 

Ambassador, French Permanent Representative to the UNO and the others 

international organisations, 

for the ARCAL Group Coordination Meeting 

(Co-operation Agreement for the Promotion of Nuclear Science and Technology in Latin 

America and the Caribbean) 

54th IAEA General Conference 

Vienna, 23rd September 2010  

 [Mr President, Delegates from Member States of the Co-operation Agreement for the 

Promotion of Nuclear Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean] 

1. I would first of all like to pay tribute to the Republic of Haiti and its people for the 

courage they have shown in the face of such great adversity. I would also like to 

commend the solidarity which ARCAL members have shown to Haiti and the great 

dedication and efforts of the IAEA Secretariat to contribute to its reconstruction.  

2. Next, I want to thank the ARCAL group for its invitation to participate as an observer 

at the co-ordination meeting held from 21 to 25 June last in the Dominican Republic, 

as well as at today's 25
th
 anniversary celebration of the Co-operation Agreement for 

the Promotion of Nuclear Science and Technology in Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 

3. It is also an opportunity for me to renew our commitment to our long-standing 

cooperation with Latin American and Caribbean countries. The technical cooperation 

projects, in which France has participated for several years under ARCAL, bear 

testament to the special bond linking it to Latin America and the Caribbean. 

[Mr President,]  

4. Interest in nuclear energy is growing. The International Atomic Energy Agency has an 

important role to play in this regard, as was seen in its involvement in international 

events such as the Paris Conference of 8 and 9 March 2010 on access to Civil Nuclear 

Energy or the Abu Dhabi Conference on human resource development for the nuclear 

industry.  

5. In Paris, President Sarkozy renewed France’s commitment to share its experience with 

all parties who wish to access or relaunch civil nuclear programmes.  

6. With its vast experience, France wants to support the Agency in defining a 

comprehensive approach for countries wanting to access nuclear energy. It particularly 

wants to help them set up a national strategy and develop targeted training. To meet its 

own training needs as well as requests from countries wanting to rebuild their 

expertise or access civil nuclear technology for the first time, France has established a 

Coordination Committee for science and nuclear techniques, which is the only way for 

other countries to make training requests. France thus wants to step up its work in all 

areas of nuclear scientific and technological training. For instance, as of the academic 

year 2010, the Master’s Degree in Nuclear Energy, which was created in 2009, will 

annually accept 200 students for two years’ training in science and nuclear techniques, 

taught through English. Furthermore, each year the French Atomic Energy 
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Commission, which is now also the Commission for alternative energies, admits 1,000 

doctoral and post-doctoral students from abroad.  

 

[Mr President,] 

7. The science and techniques of the atom also have a key role to play away from the 

field of energy. The Agency and the Member States are carrying out numerous 

projects chiefly aimed at implementing nuclear techniques in areas as essential as 

health, agriculture, industry and natural resource management.  

8. France is aware of the considerable needs in these areas, and is convinced that 

research, science and innovation are the keys to development. It will continue to 

cooperate with the Agency in order to support its efforts through the technical 

cooperation programme and regional agreements and programmes [such as ARCAL] 

which have shown over the long term their ability, through partnership, to effectively 

spread science and nuclear techniques in order to further economic and social 

development.   

[Mr President] 

9. All that remains is for me to wish ARCAL a very happy anniversary and at least 

another 25 years of success!   

[Thank you very much.] 

 

 

 


