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(Translated from the French) 
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(African Regional Cooperative Agreement for Research, Development and Training 

Related to Nuclear Science and Technology) 

54th IAEA General Conference 

Vienna, 23rd September 2010  

 

[Madame President, Delegates of the AFRA Member States, Ladies and Gentlemen,] 

1. I would like to welcome the participants in the meeting of the AFRA Group and the 

representatives of the International Atomic Energy Agency and to thank them for the 

invitation extended to us. 

2. We consider that the Technical Cooperation Programme is a suitable structure which allows 

the Agency to fulfil its mission to promote nuclear technology for peaceful purposes in support 

of economic and social development. In this context, regional programmes like AFRA play a 

very positive role. 

3. I wish to take the opportunity of my presence among you to reaffirm our interest in AFRA’s 

work to all African States and assure them once again of France’s support. I would like to 

recall that Africa is the geographic priority area of French aid, accounting for two-thirds of 

France’s bilateral aid for development. This active involvement on the part of France is 

implemented through a financial commitment, by making our expertise available and hosting 

interns: 70% of IAEA interns in France come from Africa. 

4. Moreover, given the importance of training in the specific context of a strong revival of 

interest in nuclear energy at international level, France is committing itself to sharing its 

expertise. During the Paris International Conference on Access to Civil Nuclear Energy of 8 
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and 9 March 2010, President Sarkozy reiterated France’s commitment to sharing its experience 

with all those wishing to have access to and restart civil nuclear programmes.  

[Madame President,] 

5. As it is aware of the interest shown by many African countries in making nuclear energy 

one of their energy options, France had the IAEA’s reference “Milestones” Document, which 

describes the milestones in the Development of a National Infrastructure for Nuclear Power, 

translated into French. It is available on the Agency’s website and distributed by the IAEA 

during missions to support the development of nuclear infrastructure in French-speaking 

Africa. 

 

6. The responsible development of the nuclear industry should be viewed from the long-term 

standpoint of the management of knowledge and skills. Building on its experience, France 

wants to support the Agency in defining a comprehensive approach for countries wanting to 

access nuclear power. This would enable France to enhance its action and expand its offer in 

all nuclear-related areas of scientific and technological training. As an example, at the start of 

the academic year 2010 two hundred students will join the course of the Master’s Degree in 

Nuclear Energy, which was created in 2009. This is a two-year course of training in English in 

nuclear science and technology. In 2009, the French Atomic Energy Commission (CEA) – now 

known as the French Atomic Energy and Alternative Energies Commission – welcomed a 

thousand doctoral and post-doctoral students from abroad. As you can see, the commitment to 

the speaking of French does not rule out welcoming and training high-level English-speaking 

African students and interns or trainees. 

[Madame President,] 

7. France also wishes to recall the Strategic Partnership and the Action Plan adopted for the 

period 2008-2010 at the Africa-EU Summit of 9 December 2007 in Lisbon. They represent a 

solid foundation for ambitious and lasting relations between the two continents. 

[Madame President, ladies and gentlemen, thank you for your attention.] 


