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Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the UK, France and Germany. Our three countries 

fully associate themselves with the statement made by France on behalf of the European 

Union as well as candidate and associated countries.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

The report by the Director General before us is straightforward and unequivocal. It clearly 

sets out the situation that we are facing, a situation that can be summarized in the following 

key points: 

- First, there remain a number of outstanding issues which give rise to grave 

concerns about possible military dimensions to Iran’s nuclear programme and 

which need to be resolved. The report lists, inter alia, the alleged studies, the 

uranium metal document, certain procurement as well as research and 

production activities by military related institutions and companies. 

- Second, Iran has failed to cooperate in resolving these issues. The extent of 

the lack of cooperation is illustrated by the fact that Iran has – as indicated in 

the report –not responded constructively to the Agency’s concrete proposals 

for addressing the alleged studies. Thus, for example, Iran has not even 

identified and clarified those elements of the documentation which it 

considers to be factually correct, let alone give the Agency any of the access 

it has requested. 

- Third, as a result of Iran’s refusal to cooperate, the Agency has not been able 

to make any progress on the remaining outstanding issues which – as 

characterized in the report by the Director General – remain of serious 

concern. 



- Fourth, again there is no sign that Iran is willing to suspend its enrichment 

related activities, as required by the UN Security Council. On the contrary, 

Iran is expanding and further developing its enrichment programme by 

adding new centrifuges and cascades to its fuel enrichment plant in Natanz as 

well as by pressing ahead with research and development work on new 

centrifuges.On Monday the Director General stated that Iran has so far 

produced only limited quantities of low enriched uranium. But he pointed out 

that this is still a cause for concern for the international community in the 

absence of full clarity about Iran’s past and present nuclear programme.  

- Fifth, Iran continues to disregard important obligations under its safeguards 

agreement including the early provision of design information pursuant to 

Code 3.1 of its Subsidiary Arrangements. 

 

Overall the report of the Director General presents a decidedly bleak picture.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

What are the conclusions to be drawn from the report by the Director General? Let me briefly 

discuss some important ones. 

Iran obviously continues to defy the requests of the international community. It continues to 

disregard its legally binding obligations under the relevant Security Council resolutions as 

well as the requirements placed upon it by the Board of Governors. Far from inspiring 

confidence Iran’s violation of obligations undermines confidence and deepens suspicion.  

And in the months since the Director General last reported to the Board Iran has failed to offer 

the Agency any degree of transparency or cooperation. This further adds to the doubts relating 

to the nature of Iran’s nuclear programme.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

We now seem at a particularly critical juncture with Iran now asserting that there is nothing 

for the Agency to investigate as far as possible military dimensions to its nuclear programme 

are concerned. This cannot and must not be an acceptable answer for this Board. We expect 

Iran squarely to address the questions that the Agency has put in front of it. As the Director 

General has made clear, these questions are based on comprehensive and detailed information 

derived from multiple sources over different periods of time. Only by answering these 

questions and not evading them can Iran dispel the doubts about its nuclear programme. The 

Director General has suggested through a series of concrete proposals a way forward for Iran 

to address these issues.  



There is neither reason nor pretext not to cooperate with the Agency. If Iran is not pursuing a 

military nuclear programme, it should have no difficulty in cooperating with the Agency. Iran 

needs to explain why its military is so deeply involved in its nuclear programme.  

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

There is definitely no alternative to Iran changing course, unblocking the situation and 

complying with the requests made by the Agency. What we expect from Iran is succinctly and 

clearly stated in para 25 of the IAEA report : “The Director General urges Iran to implement 

all measures required to build confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of its nuclear 

programme at the earliest possible date.” 

We fully support this call. At this crucial juncture it is important that the Board unanimously 

joins in in supporting the Agency with a view to enabling it to fulfil its mandate. The Agency 

needs and deserves our trust and unstinting support. We appreciate the professional, impartial 

and dedicated efforts of the Director General and the Secretariat to implement the Safeguards 

Agreement in Iran and relevant provisions of Security Council resolutions. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

France, the United Kingdom and Germany, together with China, Russia and the United States, 

with the support of the EU High Representative  continue to be committed to achieving a 

diplomatic solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. This approach has been confirmed by the 

Political Directors of these six countries at their meeting in Washington last week.  

Since the Board met in June, substantial efforts aimed at offering Iran a way into negotiations 

have been undertaken: 

- On 14 June, the EU High Representative Solana, accompanied by Political Directors, 

presented in Teheran a comprehensive package of proposals for broad-based negotiations, 

which would address Iran’s interests and the concerns of the international community. This 

package of proposals offers Iran co-operation in a broad spectrum of fields, including support 

for the development of a modern nuclear power generation programme based on state of the 

art light-water reactor technology, as well as support for research and development in nuclear 

energy as international confidence is gradually restored. 

- On 19 July, Javier Solana, together with all six Political Directors, met in Geneva with 

Iranian nuclear negotiator Jalili in order to hear Iran’s reaction to the offer and to explore 

possible modalities for the way forward, which would allow Iran to prepare the ground for 

entering into negotiations in a step-by-step approach.  



Regrettably, despite all these efforts, Iran has as yet not responded positively to the proposals 

made. Negotiations by definition cannot be one-sided. We need a partner – a negotiating 

partner who is willing to seriously engage and address the key concerns of the international 

community, a partner who is willing constructively to work with us to arrive at an acceptable 

result, which will build confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear 

programme, which in turn clears the way to opening a completely new chapter in our relations 

with Iran. Non-compliance and faits accomplis do not instil confidence; nor does playing for 

time.  

We remain ready to enter negotiations with Iran without delay. But in order to do so we need 

Iran to provide an unambiguous answer to our proposals. Once again, we call upon Iran to 

seize this opportunity and create the necessary conditions for negotiations to be launched.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


