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activities. 

 
 
Mr. Chairman,  

 
1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 

Member States. The following countries align themselves with this 
statement: Croatia 1 , Turkey§, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina*, Norway+, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia 
and Georgia. 

 
2. The EU wishes to thank Director General Amano for his Report 

contained in document GOV/2013/19 in response to the General 
Conference Resolution GC(56)/RES/11. We also thank DDG Kwaku 
Aning for the technical briefing held on the 13 May 2013, as well as for 
his introductory remarks.  

 
3. At the outset, let us reaffirm once again the strong support of the EU 

and its Members States for the IAEA Technical Cooperation (TC) 
Programme. The EU fully acknowledges the prominent role of the 
Agency in furthering the responsible development of the peaceful 
applications of nuclear technology in participating Member States, in a 
sustainable manner. We would also like to reiterate our deep 
appreciation for the efforts carried out by the Agency in improving the 
contribution of the TC Programme to the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), through its commendable 
projects and activities in the areas such as energy planning, and 
introduction of nuclear power, nuclear power reactors and nuclear fuel 
cycles, health and nutrition, safety and security, food and agriculture, 
agricultural productivity and food security, nuclear knowledge 

                                                 
1 Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate Countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro 

and Serbia as well as potential Candidate Countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 
§
 Candidate Country  

‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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development and management, industrial applications/radiation 
technology, water and environment.  

 
4. Given the growing importance of science, technology and innovation in 

the future, we are confident that the IAEA will be able to sharpen its 
role in the post-2015 UN development agenda, assisting Member 
States in building appropriate and effective infrastructures, and 
enabling them to take full advantage of TC activities.  

 
5. The EU and its Member States will continue to support the 'one house 

approach' developed by the Secretariat as a valuable strategy to 
ensure a consistent application of the Statute of the Agency in every 
single phase of the TC Programme cycle.  

 
6. We attach great importance to the implementation of measures aimed 

at advancing the efficiency and effectiveness of TC management and 
project implementation, applying fully the principles of transparency 
and accountability, for the benefit of all Member States. 

 
7. In this regard, we would also like to stress the relevance of the 

programme evaluations developed by the Office of Internal Oversight 
Services (OIOS), expressing our appreciation for the large number of 
External Auditor recommendations which have been implemented 
throughout the year. We are confident that closer coordination between 
the OIOS and the Department of Technical Cooperation, along with a 
more intensive exchange of information with Member States on the 
results of all internal evaluations, will contribute to increasing the 
transparency and accountability of the TC Programme, with a view to 
projects being assessed better, according to the criteria of relevance, 
comparative advantages, ownership, sustainability, performance and 
progress. Therefore, we would like to reiterate our request for future 
Reports to contain more details on the implementation of the OIOS 
recommendations by the TC Department. 

 
8. The EU and its Member States commend the Agency for its efforts 

aimed at achieving measurable outcomes based upon verifiable 
performance indicators. To this end, we are convinced that a 
strengthened application of Results-based Management would 
represent an effective tool to ensure the alignment of projects to the 
planned and intended results.  

 
9. Along the same lines, in welcoming the 18 Country Programme 

Frameworks signed in 2012, we call upon the Agency to further 
promote the signature of CPFs, in order to allow a deeper 
understanding of national development plans, country specific 
assessments and lessons learned from past cooperation. We also 
acknowledge the importance of CPFs in fostering synergies among 
projects focusing on the same country, and in seeking linkages with 
United Nations Development Assistance Frameworks (UNDAFs). 
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10. As to the latter, we are grateful to the Secretariat for the efforts 
undertaken in promoting the UNDAF joint programming in the last few 
years. The EU has noted with appreciation that, as of the end of 2012, 
29 UNDAFs have already been signed. Our expectation is that the 
Agency will continue to improve the interaction with the United Nations 
System in order to increase the sustainability and impact of the TC 
projects. In this regard, we would like to commend the Agency for the 
signature of a Practical Arrangement with UNIDO. This establishes a 
framework of cooperation in developing possible applications of 
nuclear technologies to cleaner industrial production processes. We 
believe that in the longer term the Agency should strive towards more 
such joint programming with other UN Organisations and should build 
on complementarities with other international and regional 
development Organisations. 

 
11. In welcoming the progress achieved by the TC Department in 

improving the management of the TC Programme according to the 
Logical Framework Approach (LFA), the EU and its Member States 
would like to stress once again the importance of further streamlining in 
the number of small size projects, in order to better monitor the impact 
of projects, to avoid duplications and to concentrate the resources on 
the most relevant initiatives. 

 
12. In that respect, bearing in mind the lessons learned from the 2009-11 

and 2012-13 programme cycles, we would also like to encourage the 
Secretariat to continue implementing the two step quality review 
mechanism in assessing the quality of projects being prepared for the 
2014-15 TC cycle.  

 
13. At the same time, in order to improve the effectiveness and quality of 

the management of the TC Programme, training and technical support 
provided to Project Counterparts(PCs) and National Liaison Officers 
(NLOs) should be strengthened and sharpened, particularly in the 
areas of TC project management knowledge, Logical Framework 
Methodology and the administrative and financial procedures of the 
Agency. 

 
14.  The EU and its Member States are convinced that a strong 

commitment by beneficiary countries represents a necessary condition 
for achieving a successful outcome in TC projects. In this regard, we 
express our appreciation for the efforts made by the Agency in terms of 
Revised Supplementary Agreements (RSA) concluded as of February 
2013.  We would like to reiterate our request to the Secretariat to 
ensure that Agency assistance is provided only to countries signatory 
to a RSA concerning the Provision of Technical Assistance by the IAEA, 
as required by the Statute and by INFCIRC 267. We note with concern 
the existing gap between Member States receiving assistance and 
those that have concluded an agreement.  
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15. On the same lines, we would like to recall the importance of the timely 
payment of National Participation Costs (NPCs) and of the 
implementation of mandatory safety and security measures by recipient 
Member States as key factors enabling them to take full advantage of 
TC Programme activities, without risk to users, citizens and the 
environment. 

 
16.  Despite the difficult international economic situation and the stringent 

financial constraints facing Member States, we take note that the rate 
of attainment on payments was 88.3%, a figure higher than in 2011. 
We also note that the rate of implementation increased slightly in 2012. 
On the other hand, we note that the unallocated balance at the end of 
2012 amounted to almost 10M €. In addition, we would welcome more 
information from the Agency about where the amount of 48.1M €, that 
was unspent and carried over to 2013, has been allocated. 

 
17. The EU and its Member States remain the major contributors to the TC 

Fund, providing also extra-budgetary contributions to the IAEA 
Peaceful Uses Initiative as well as additional support through relevant 
EU Instruments, such as the Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation 
and the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance. We take this 
opportunity to recall the initiatives supported by the EU in 2012, with 
more than 5.5M € extra-budgetary contribution. 

 
18. In conclusion, the EU and its Member States would like to reiterate its 

appreciation for the Agency’s TC Programme and to reassure the 
Secretariat of its continued support and cooperation. With these 
comments, the EU takes note of Document GOV/2013/19. 

            
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


