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Mr. Chairman, 
1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The 

Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland** and Serbia*, the Countries 
of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates 
Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the Republic of Moldova 
align themselves with this statement. 

 
2. The European Union would like to thank the Director General for his report 

contained in document GOV/2013/6 on the Implementation of the NPT 
Safeguards Agreement and relevant provisions of Security Council 
resolutions in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and Deputy Director General, 
Herman Nackaerts, for the informative technical briefing on 27 February. 

 
3. Regrettably, Mr. Chairman, the report gives cause for serious concern. Let 

me explain why.  
 

- First, since we last met to consider this issue in November 2012, Iran 
has been actively developing its enrichment capacity at the Natanz Fuel 
Enrichment Plant. 2,255 additional centrifuges of the IR-1 type have been 
installed, which represents a 20% increase compared to last November. 
Moreover, Iran has installed 180 'more advanced' centrifuges, including 
empty casings, of the type IR-2m, and has notified the Agency that it 
intends to install up to 3,000 of these centrifuges. In the event that all 
these centrifuges enter into operation, Iran will be able to enrich uranium 
considerably more quickly. 
 
- Secondly, the continued enrichment, not only at Natanz, but also at 
Fordow, has resulted in a total quantity of 280kg of UF6 enriched up to 

                                                 
* Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to 
be part of the Stabilization and Association Process. 
 
 

** Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area 
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20%, of which 167 kg remain in stock. We note that some conversion has 
been restarted, which is part of the picture. Iran's stockpile of near 20% 
enriched UF6, which considerably exceeds its proclaimed needs, 
continues however to grow. Enrichment of UF6 up to 3.5% also continues, 
and Iran has now produced a total of 8,271 kg, of which 5,974kg remain in 
stock.   
 
- Thirdly, the remaining centrifuges at the Fordow facility, while not yet 
enriching, could do so at very short notice, giving Iran the potential to triple 
its total 20% uranium production, should it choose to do so.  
 
- Fourthly, Iran is making steady progress in its heavy water related 
activities, including in the construction of the heavy water moderated 
research reactor at Arak, as described clearly in the Director General's 
report. 
 
Mr. Chairman, not only are all these activities deeply worrying, but they are 
also in blatant breach of six UNSC Resolutions, the provisions of which 
are mandatory, and twelve binding Resolutions of the IAEA Board.  

 
4. To add to our concerns, there is a worrying continued lack of progress on 

the issue of clarifying the possible military dimensions to Iran's nuclear 
programme. Since the November 2011 report and its Annex, the Agency 
has held nine rounds of talks with Iran. Regrettably, as the Director 
General states clearly in his report, it has not been possible to reach 
agreement on the 'structured approach' or to begin substantive work on 
the outstanding issues, despite the Agency's unwavering efforts. 
Moreover, access to the Parchin site continues to be denied. Mr. 
Chairman, the EU considers, once again, Iran's procrastination to be 
unacceptable.  

 
Mr Chairman,  
5. The EU’s objective remains to achieve a comprehensive, negotiated, long-

term settlement, which would build international confidence in the 
exclusively peaceful nature of the Iranian nuclear programme, while 
respecting Iran's legitimate rights to the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, 
in conformity with the NPT, and in full compliance with UN Security 
Council and IAEA Board of Governors Resolutions. The EU supports the 
diplomatic efforts led by the High Representative, together with China, 
France, Germany, the Russian Federation, the UK and the US to seek a 
diplomatic solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. We note the useful talks in 
Almaty on 26-27 February. 
 

6. Finally, Mr Chairman,  
The EU once again strongly urges Iran to implement the Resolutions of the 
UN Security Council and the Resolutions of the Board of Governors.  We 
reiterate our message to Iran that it must suspend its enrichment activities 
and heavy water related projects, including research and development, 
and implement the modified Code 3.1 of the Subsidiary Arrangements 
General Part to its Safeguards Agreement. Iran must bring into force its 
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Additional Protocol which is a requirement under UNSC resolutions. The 
EU deeply regrets that due to the continued failure by Iran to cooperate 
fully with the Agency to resolve all outstanding issues, in particular those 
related to the possible military dimensions, the Agency is unable to provide 
credible assurance about the absence of undeclared nuclear material and 
activities in Iran, and therefore is not able to conclude that all nuclear 
material in Iran is in peaceful activities. 

 
7. Mr Chairman, the European Union will continue to work with all Board 

members to ensure a firm Board response should Iran continue to ignore 
its obligations to the Agency.   

 
Thank you Mr. Chairman.  
 

 


