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Mr. Chairman,  

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member 

States. The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the 

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland** and Serbia, 

the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia align themselves with this 

statement. 

Mr. Chairman, 

2. The EU would like to commend the Director General and the Secretariat for 

preparing the draft report on Nuclear Technology Review 2013, as contained 

in the document GOV/2013/5, which outlines the progress achieved in the field 

of nuclear technology and its contribution to health and economic 

development. The EU also thanks Deputy Directors General Bychkov and 

Mohamad for their technical briefings organised on 22 February. 

3. It is the sovereign right of any country to decide on its own energy mix.  

                                            
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process 

 
 
** Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area 
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4. The EU and its Member States note that, according to the DG’s report, “the 

Fukushima Daiichi accident is expected to slow or delay the growth of nuclear 

power, but not to reverse it”. The IAEA's updated projections for nuclear power 

growth, although lower than the previous ones, still indicate an expansion of 

nuclear power capacities by 2030. 

5. We appreciate the efforts made by countries planning to introduce nuclear 

power, such as Belarus, Jordan and Vietnam , which have voluntarily hosted 

an Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review in 2012. The EU encourages all 

newcomer countries to use IAEA review services before commissioning their 

first nuclear power plants and to implement IAEA Missions' recommendations .  

6. The EU also takes note that throughout 2012, the Secretariat continued 

working on the financial, legal and technical arrangements, as well as site 

assessments, for establishing the IAEA Low Enriched Uranium Bank in 

Kazakhstan, and looks forward to hearing the progress made on this project to 

which the EU contributed financially. 

7. In the fields of radioactive waste management and nuclear facility dismantling 

activities, the EU and its Member States welcome the steps taken towards the 

implementation of geological disposal for high, intermediate and low level 

waste and/or spent fuel, including in Finland, France, Hungary and Sweden , 

and take note of the implementation of decommissioning projects of first 

generation power reactors in France, Spain and the UK, in accordance with 

the highest safety and security standards. 

8. We welcome the activities of the Agency to foster the applications of radiation 

and nuclear related techniques in the fields of food, medicine, agriculture, and 

marine environment. 

Mr. Chairman, 

9. The EU would like to take this opportunity to draw attention to the cutting-edge 

research being done as part of the "EURATOM Research Framework" and the 

ITER project. These initiatives are examples of what can be achieved through 

international cooperation. 
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


