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Agenda item 3: Strengthening the Agency’s activities related to nuclear, 

radiation, transport and waste safety 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States. The 
Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland** and Serbia*, the 
countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 
candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the 
Republic of Moldova, Georgia, and Armenia align themselves with this 
statement. 

 
2. The EU would like to thank the Secretariat for the 22 February technical 

briefing covering progress on the implementation of the IAEA Nuclear Safety 
Action Plan, the Fukushima Ministerial Conference on Nuclear Safety and the 
Nuclear Safety Review for 2013. 

 
Nuclear Safety Review for 2013 
 

3. The EU welcomes the efforts that the IAEA is making to implement the newly 
edited International Basic Safety Standards. The EU is currently revising its 
Basic Safety Standards Directive which is also based on the International 
BSS. 

 
4. The EU and its Member States have taken careful note of the draft Nuclear 

Safety Review for 2013 contained in GOV/2013/4. We acknowledge the 
central role of the Agency in strengthening the global nuclear safety 

                                                           

*
 Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process 
**

 Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic area 



framework, particularly in light of the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear power plant. We consider it vital that the development and use of 
nuclear energy take place under the most rigorous safety and security 
conditions, taking due account of non-proliferation concerns. 

 
5. We note that the performance indicator data on 437 nuclear power reactors at 

the end of 2012 showed that operational safety levels remain high and that 
steady improvements have been achieved, but that there is no room for 
complacency. The long term operation of ageing nuclear power plants 
continues to present challenges for regulators, operators and utilities. In this 
context we welcome the work being undertaken by the Agency through its 
International Generic Ageing Lessons Learned programme.  

 
6. We are however concerned by the Agency’s finding that "robust utilisation 

programmes" were not always used to determine whether new research 
reactors should be built or whether existing reactors should continue to 
operate in the longer term. We would strongly urge Member States concerned 
to conduct feasibility studies on the future operations of research reactors and 
to ensure the availability of staff to maintain the safety of these reactors.  

 
7. We note that in 2012 the Commission on Safety Standards confirmed the 

adequacy of most of the requirements and guides, only highlighting the need 
to revise a small set of safety standards, in light of the lessons learned from 
the Fukushima Daiichi review. We would like to repeat our support for a timely 
and prioritised review of the standards identified. 

 
8. The EU and its Member States welcome the conclusions of the second 

Extraordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention on Nuclear 
Safety, in particular those designed to enhance the effectiveness of the review 
process and to make National Reports for the 6th Review Meeting more 
comprehensive. We welcome the holding of the first meeting of the Working 
Group on Effectiveness and Transparency mandated to report on proposals to 
strengthen the Convention, to be considered at the 2014 Review Meeting, and 
look forward to future meetings of the group. 

 
9. The development by States of new nuclear power programmes continues to 

present challenges for the international community. The EU and its Member 
States call on all States, especially those planning to embark on a nuclear 
power programme or having recently commissioned a nuclear power plant for 
the first time, to become contracting parties to the relevant conventions, in 
particular the Convention on Nuclear Safety and the Joint Convention on the 
Safety of Spent Fuel Management and the Safety of Radioactive Waste 
Management without delay. Furthermore, we encourage them to commit to 
the highest level of safety by implementing the IAEA Safety Standards and by 
hosting IAEA Peer Reviews, such as the Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure 
Review and Site and External Events Design. We also encourage newcomer 
countries to set up a robust nuclear safety framework, with the help of the 
European Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation. 



10. Maintaining dialogue aimed at improving mutual understanding, confidence 
building and enhanced communication in relation to the safe maritime 
transport of radioactive material remains one area of significant interest, as 
emphasised in the safety resolution of the 56th GC. 

IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety 

11. The EU would like to thank the Secretariat for the report on Progress in the 
implementation of the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety contained in 
GOV/INF/2013/1. We very much welcome the regular updates we have been 
receiving from the Secretariat on this important topic. The EU and its Member 
States note the progress made in implementing the IAEA Action Plan on 
Nuclear Safety, but as mentioned at previous Boards, we would welcome the 
addition of expected timelines for completion of the Action Plan’s provisions 
and also of an evaluation on how effective the activities have been to date in 
future reports. 

12. The EU would like to highlight its international cooperation on the 
implementation of the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety, including through 
a technical meeting in December 2012, and its support for the Regulatory 
Cooperation Forum. 

Fukushima Ministerial Conference on Nuclear Safety 
 

13. The EU and its Member States take careful note of the outcomes document 
issued by the co-Presidents of the Fukushima Ministerial Conference. We 
recall that EU experts are participating in the preparatory work which has 
begun on a Comprehensive IAEA Report on the Fukushima Accident to be 
finalised in 2014.  

14. With these comments, the EU and its Member States take note of the reports 
before us and look forward to receiving further updates at future Boards. 

 
 


