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Mr. Chairman,  

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member 

States. [The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the 

former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland** and Serbia, 

the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA countries 

Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well 

as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, 

associate themselves with this statement.] 

Mr Chairman, 

2. The EU would like to thank the Director General and the Secretariat for 

preparing the draft report on the Nuclear Technology Review 2012, as 

contained in document GOV/2012/7, which outlines the global status and 

trends in the fields of nuclear science and technology. The EU would also like 

to thank the Secretariat of the Agency for the technical briefing given on 28 

February. 

                                            
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation 

and Association Process 

 
 
** Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic Area 
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3. The EU and its Member States appreciate the activities of the Agency related 

to nuclear science, technology and applications and the Agency's efforts to 

increase their contribution to peace, health and economic development. 

Nuclear technology can help significantly in the fields of medicine, agriculture, 

environment, water resource management, among others, and in addressing 

global challenges and promoting the Millennium Development Goals. 

4. Nuclear applications played a significant role in the eradication of rinderpest, 

the most devastating infection of cattle, that was successfully declared 

eradicated in 2011 by the FAO. The application of nuclear related techniques 

is of paramount importance for the early diagnosis of chronic diseases, such 

as human diabetes and heart diseases and cancer management. Recent 

advances in imaging and computer technologies have also fundamentally 

improved the processes for tumour targeting and radiation therapy planning. 

We welcome the priority attached by the Director General to the PACT 

programme, which, together with the associated technical cooperation 

projects, received important contributions from EU Member States. 

5. Radiation sources are essential for certain working methods in medicine, 

industrial applications and agriculture. We attach importance to the ongoing 

efforts to convert Mo-99 targets from HEU to LEU and to ensuring both the 

uninterrupted production and the smooth transport of radioisotopes for medical 

applications. 

6. On 19 July 2011, the Council of the European Union approved a Directive for 

the responsible and safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste that 

adopted harmonized standards for EU Member States, based on the IAEA 

standards on waste management and disposal. The EU would like to mention 

that some of its Member States are pioneers in the management of radioactive 

waste and decommissioning. We welcome the assistance the Agency has 

provided to the Government of Japan for the remediation of large 

contaminated areas surrounding the Fukushima-Daiichi NPP. 

7. Recognising that it is the sovereign right of any country to decide its own 

energy mix, we note that some States have decided not to use nuclear energy 

or to phase out their nuclear energy programmes, based on their own national 
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assessments of its benefits and risks, while other States, have considered 

pursuing it as they see it as a viable option in meeting their energy needs. 

8. The EU and its Member States also note that, according to the DG's report, 

nuclear energy continued to play an important role in global electricity 

production, with 435 nuclear power reactors in operation at the end of 2011, 

although the number of constructions of nuclear power reactors that started in 

2011 dropped drastically as compared to previous years. We note that the 

projections of future nuclear power growth calculated by the IAEA, although 

lower than the projections made in 2010 as with those of the OECD/IEA, still 

indicate expectations of nuclear power expansion, mainly due to increasing 

energy demand worldwide, concerns regarding energy security, as well as 

regarding the price volatility of fossil fuels and climate change. 

9. The EU would like to thank the Secretariat for its recent update, by document 

GOV/INF/2012/1, on the status of the establishment of the IAEA-coordinated 

LEU Bank to serve as a mechanism of last resort to back up the commercial 

market without distorting it. The EU has made a significant contribution to the 

IAEA for the LEU Bank and would like to get more information about the 

Secretariat’s Procurement Plan, recalling that, as specified in paragraph 12 of 

document GOV/2010/67, the “Agency shall purchase LEU using its standard 

procedures for open tender from vendors willing and able to provide LEU to 

the Agency”. 

10. The EU also welcomes the LEU Reserve in Angarsk made available to 

Agency Member States since 3 February 2011, as well as the approval by the 

Board of Governors, in March 2011, of the proposal made by the United 

Kingdom for a Nuclear Fuel Assurance (NFA) aiming at ensuring the supply of 

enrichment services and LEU for use in NPPs, based on a Model Agreement 

between the supplier and recipient States and the IAEA. 

  

11. We appreciate the efforts made by the Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Group 

to help newcomer countries, in line with the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear 

Safety, to incorporate the lessons learned from the Fukushima-Daiichi 

accident in their infrastructure planning and to invite review services (such as 
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the two INIR missions conducted in 2011 in the UAE and in Bangladesh) 

before commissioning their first NPPs. 

Mr Chairman, 

12. We would like to inform the Board  of several international events hosted this 

year in Europe, such as the 7th Plenary Meeting of the European Nuclear 

Energy Forum, which will take place in Bratislava 14-15 May 2012, aimed at 

encouraging a broad discussion among all relevant stakeholders on the 

opportunities and risks related to the use of nuclear energy, and the 4th 

International Conference on Nuclear Chemistry for Sustainable Fuel Cycles, 

organised in Montpellier from  2-5 September, 'Atalante 2012'.  

13. With regard to the longer term perspectives for nuclear energy, we would like 

to refer to the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan, focussing on low 

carbon enabling technologies and nuclear fission. This SET-Plan describes 

the EU's technological pathway for developing 4th Generation Fast Neutron 

Reactors, consisting of Sodium Cooled Fast Reactors (SFR) as first track and 

two alternative Fast Neutron Reactor technologies (to be explored on a longer 

timescale): Lead Cooled Fast Reactors (LFR) and Gas Cooled Fast Reactors 

(GFR). The related demonstration and implementation programme (European 

Sustainable Nuclear Industrial Initiative) foresees the construction in France of 

a SFR prototype called ASTRID and of two demonstration plants, ALFRED 

and ALLEGRO, for LFR and GFR, respectively. 

14. Finally nuclear fusion is also considered to be a promising future source of 

energy. The EU  supports the pursuit of this technology through financial, 

human and technological resources dedicated to the joint ITER project, the 

construction of which has progressed intensively at Cadarache in 2011, and 

also supports complementary longer term research activities to demonstrate 

fusion as a sustainable and viable source of low-carbon electricity.  

 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


