
 

 

 
Permanent Mission of Spain to the 
International Organisations in Vienna 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Delegation of the European Union to  
the International Organisations in Vienna 

 

 

As delivered BoG 7-11 June 2010 
 
 

STATEMENT BY SPAIN 
ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
AT THE IAEA BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

7-11 June 2010 
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Mr. Chairperson, 

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate 

Countries Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia1, the 

Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, the EFTA 

countries Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European 

Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia  

associate themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU would like to thank the Director General and the Secretariat for their 

continuing efforts and professional and impartial work in implementing 

verification activities in the Syrian Arab Republic as well as for the report on 

safeguards implementation in the Syrian Arab Republic as contained in 
                                                 
1 Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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document GOV/2010/29. And, also, thank DDG-SGs Mr. Heinonen and his 

colleagues for having organized a technical briefing on this subject on the 

2nd of June.  

 

3. The EU regrets, as the DG reports, that Syria has not cooperated with the 

Agency since June 2008 in the matter of the Dair Alzour site.  

 

4. In particular, the EU remains concerned by the fact that Syria has not 

provided the IAEA with additional information and supporting documentation 

about the origin of the anthropogenic natural uranium particles found at the 

Dair Alzour site, nor allowed access to the different locations requested by 

the Agency nor engaged in substantive discussions with the IAEA 

concerning the structure of the destroyed building and certain procurement 

activities. In sum, the EU is deeply concerned that the information provided 

by Syria to date is insufficient to enable the Agency to determine the nature 

of the facility at Dair Alzour and to complete its assessment. The EU also 

notes with concern the DG’s statement that with time some of the necessary 

information may deteriorate or be lost entirely. 

 

5. The EU believes it essential that Syria provide the Agency with all requested 

clarifications and access to all locations and documentation. In this context, 

the EU also notes that no further information has been provided by other 

states, and that such information  might be useful in clarifying the matter. 

 

6. The military nature of a site should not prevent the implementation of the 

Safeguards Agreement. In this regard, the EU underlines the offer of 

managed access procedure by the Agency to Syria in order to allow IAEA 

access to relevant information and locations, while protecting sensitive 

military information. The EU therefore calls upon Syria to cooperate fully with 

the Agency.  
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7. The EU takes note of the information provided by Syria to the Agency during 

the recent physical inventory verification regarding previously unreported 

activities involving the conversion of yellowcake to uranyl nitrate at the 
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MNSR site. We also note that this information is still being assessed by the 

Agency. The EU requests Syria to continue cooperating in providing 

remaining information in order to clarify this issue in the shortest period of 

time, and supports the Agency’s ongoing efforts in the follow up on this 

issue. 

  

Mr Chairperson, 

 

8. The EU joins the DG in calling upon Syria to bring into force an Additional 

Protocol as soon as possible, as a means to further facilitate the Agency’s 

work in verifying the correctness and completeness of  Syria’s declarations 

and to strengthen the confidence of the international community. 

 

Thank you, Mr Chairperson. 
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