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Item 4(a): “Strengthening of the Agency’s technical cooperation activities:        
Technical Cooperation Report for 2009” GOV/2010/26 

 

 

   Mister  Chairman, 

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The 

Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia1, the Countries of the Stabilization and Association Process 

and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro 

and Serbia, the EFTA countries Iceland and Norway, members of the 

European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova 

and Georgia, associate themselves with this statement. 

 

 

                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilization and Association Process. 
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2. The EU would like to thank the Director General, together with Deputy 

Director General Cetto and her staff for producing the Technical 

Cooperation Report for 2009 (GOV/2010/26) and for its submission to the 

Board as requested by the General Conference Resolution 

GC(53)/RES/12 as well as for providing a helpful technical briefing to 

Member States on May 25th. I also wish to thank Mrs Cetto for her 

introductory remarks today. 

 

3. The EU strongly supports technical cooperation activities of the IAEA and 

considers them an important part of its mission. We welcome the 

conclusions of the study that the TC Department has undertaken on the 

Agency's contributions to the Millennium Development Goals. We agree 

that developing national science and technology capacities has a critical 

role to play in meeting the MDGs, given that in September 2011 the UN 

summit will be held, with the objective to push forward efforts in this 

regard. Hence, it is timely to examine how the Technical Cooperation 

Programme can contribute effectively to their achievement.  

 

4. The EC-IAEA Joint Statement of 7 May 2008 accorded importance to the 

activities in the area of Technical Cooperation. The EU and its Member 

States are the major contributors to the TC Fund and note furthermore that 

additional support is available from other relevant Community instruments. 

The EU has assigned about 570 million Euros for the period 2007-2013, 

under the Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation (INSC) and the 

Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA), to assist non-EU countries 

in strengthening public administration capacities in the areas of nuclear 

safety and radiation protection. The EU activities under the IPA include the 

de-commissioning of the Vinca Research Reactor in Serbia and the safety 

infrastructure in Balkan countries. In this respect, the EU cooperates with 

the IAEA in the implementation of a substantive package of projects, 

including TC projects, amounting to a total of approx. 6 million Euros, 

which have been included in the Action Plan of the Instrument for 2009. A 
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new package of projects amounting to about 21 million Euros has been 

established with the IAEA and is to be included in the Action Plan of 2010. 

                                                                                                                                                       

5. The EU would like to underline that the technical cooperation activities, in 

particular under the INSC, substantially contribute to enhance nuclear and 

radiation safety in countries participating in the TC programme in particular 

with regard to achieving and sustaining solid nuclear and radiation safety 

infrastructures at all levels. 

 

6. The EU recognizes the technical cooperation programme as vehicle 

through which the Agency provides assistance to Member States based 

upon their agreed joint objectives.  In this regard, the EU is working 

with the Secretariat to identify appropriate TC projects to implement joint 

activities in line with the EU's objectives.   

 

7. The EU supports the concept of shared responsibility for the TC 

programme and appreciates the efforts to develop a partnership strategy, 

such as the strategy for the TC Programme in the Europe region adopted 

at the national liason officers meeting in February 2010. The EU 

encourages the Director General to pursue consultations and interactions 

with interested States, with the competent organizations of the United 

Nations systems, with multilateral financial institutions, with regional 

development bodies and other relevant inter-governmental and non-

governmental bodies to maximize the most effective coordination and 

optimization of complementary activities. In this regard the EU wishes to 

stress the importance of ensuring that these actors are regularly informed 

about the developmental impact of the TC programme. The EU is ready to 

play an active role in the development of a transparent IAEA partnership 

strategy,. In this context the EU welcomes the 9 UNDAFS signed and 

supports the secretariat in its efforts to improve co-ordination with relevant 

UN-organizations in this way.  
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8. The EU appreciates the Secretariat´s efforts regarding the implementation 

of United Nations Security Council resolution 1737 and the subsequent 

Board decision on the Islamic Republic of Iran technical cooperation 

programme.   

 

   Mister Chairman, 

 

9. The EU notes with appreciation the different activities carried out by the 

Secretariat in the implementation of the Technical Cooperation Strategy. 

These activities include holding regional meetings for planning purposes, 

carrying out Country Programme Frameworks (CPFs) and the thematic 

planning, together with efforts to ensure that projects meet the assessed 

national priorities of Member States, particularly through technical 

cooperation among developing countries (TCDC) and regional resource 

centres, partnerships in development, greater outreach, and in-house 

coordination. In this regard the EU expresses again its opinion that the TC 

“Country Programme Frameworks” should be made available to all 

countries, following the transparent approach of The United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF).    

 

10.  When preparing and implementing the TC Programme, account should 

always be taken of the need to ensure fair access for all Member States. 

We would encourage the Secretariat to ensure that LDC’s can benefit fully 

from the TC Fund, and to assist them as necessary in preparing 

sustainable and implementable TC projects.  

 

11. The current TC strategy was prepared and approved in 1997 and later 

reviewed in 2002. It is, in our view, time to prepare a new strategy 

reflecting new trends and realities world wide. This should be done in line 

with the framework of the Medium-Term Strategy 2012-2017 and in close 

cooperation with Member States. The EU also attaches great importance 

to the one-house approach in that connection. We encourage all MSs to 

actively participate in the planning of the TC Programme. We are aware 
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that regional strategies are currently being elaborated, and we note this 

with satisfaction. We recommend that the work being done these partial 

strategies be used as input to prepare a new medium term   strategy, 

which should set out the TC-programme's overall strategy and 

development targets.  

 

12. It is in all Member States’ interests to ensure that the TC programme is 

effective, efficient and accountable. We encourage the Secretariat in 

comparing and making recommendations on projects to take into account 

criteria and indicators linked to project relevance, ownership, 

commitments, sustainability, performance and progress. The Agency 

should adopt the established standards and best practices from other 

relevant UN organisations in the systematic assessment and monitoring of 

these criteria and indicators. The EU encourages the Secretariat to 

continue to seek greater programme transparency and consistency and to 

give priority to projects where the Agency holds a comparative advantage.  

 

13. The EU urges the Secretariat to further improve the use of results-based 

management and to define more clearly development objectives and result 

indicators for the TC programme and how they are to be included into the 

broader goals of the Agency. In this context, the EU emphasizes the 

importance of results-based management as an effective and proven 

methodology to help ensure that TC projects and programmes achieve the 

intended results. In this regard we welcome that the open ended working 

group on TC project INT/0/085 has reached a consensus so that this 

important project can now be approved by the Board. We are confident 

that through sharing best practices for the design and management of 

projects the Technical Cooperation Programme can be made more 

effective.   

 

14.  The EU is concerned about the common issues raised in several 

programme evaluations carried out by OIOS in 2009, such as limited 

baseline data availability and poor tracking of project results, and would 
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like to encourage the Secretariat to follow up on the recommendations, 

with particular regard to the need for a more effective monitoring of the 

project results and sustainability. We also note with concern that only 

66.7% of the accepted recommendation of previous TC programme 

evaluations carried out between 2002 and 2008 were fully implemented 

and we look forward for a full implementation of them by the Secretariat.  

 

Mister Chairman,       

 

15. From the report in front of us, we have learned about many successfully 

implemented projects in individual countries and regions and we would like 

to recognize the good results achieved in 2009. The EU also notes that the 

implementation rate reached 77,3%, well above the rate of 72,9% attained 

in 2008. The EU would like to see this rate further improved in the future. 

The EU would also appreciate the Secretariat keeping the Board informed 

of the use of TC cash surpluses and stresses the need to rectify this 

situation.  

 

With these comments the EU supports the recommended Board action set forth 

in GOV/2010/26. 

  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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