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        Mr Chairperson, 

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The 

Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia1, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process 

and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 

Serbia, and the EFTA countries Iceland, and Norway, members of the 

European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, 

Armenia and Georgia associate themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The EU would like to commend the Director General and the Secretariat 

for preparing the report on Nuclear Technology Review 2010, as 

contained in the document GOV/2010/5, which outlines the global status 

                                                 
1 Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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and trends in fields of nuclear science and technology. We would also like 

to thank DDG Sokolov and DDG Burkart for their presentations at the 

technical briefing on the 12th of February. The EU welcomes the activities 

of the Agency to increase the contribution of nuclear technology to peace, 

health and economic development.  

 

3. Nuclear technology can help in the fields of agriculture, medicine and 

other beneficial activities in addressing global challenges and promoting 

the Millennium Development Goals.  

 

4. Radiation sources are essential for certain working methods in medicine, 

industrial applications and agriculture. Therefore the EU is concerned 

about the security of supply of radioisotopes, and working to prevent 

disruptions in the market and transport of radioisotopes  

 

5. In order to address these supply issues, at the request of Canada, a High 

Level Group of key isotope producing and consuming countries has been 

established under the auspices of the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency and 

includes the IAEA as an observer. The EU is pleased that other major 

isotope producing countries support this initiative. Reactor operators are 

now working together to minimize the overlap of reactor shutdowns in 

order to maintain molybdenum-99 supply, notably through the Reactor and 

Isotopes Working Group of the Association of Imaging Producers and 

Equipment Suppliers. The EU welcomes the new reactor production 

facilities announced by Australia and Egypt, which will help to prevent   

this situation in the future as well as aid in better coordination and forward 

planning by all stakeholders.  

 

6. Nuclear applications and techniques in the field of medicine are important, 

inter alia for the diagnosis and treatment of cancer.  Unfortunately, the 

situation created by the lack, or poor, access to cancer assistance 

services is reaching alarming proportions in certain developing countries. 

The International Community should react to it. The EU welcomes  the 

establishment of the WHO-IAEA Joint Programme on Cancer. The PACT 
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programme and technical cooperation projects in this area received large 

contributions from EU Member States in 2009, thus seeking to maximise  

the benefits of the Joint Programme. The EU also welcomes the priority 

attached by DG  Amano to the PACT programme 

 

7. The EU also commends the Agency for its activities aimed at 

strengthening efficiency in Agriculture as well as the use of isotope 

hydrology and water resources management.  We also appreciate the 

Agency’s long standing cooperation with the FAO in this field and the 

activities that have been carried out by the Joint FAO/IAEA Division. 

 

8. Regarding the reported decrease in the number of research reactors by 

approximately 50 % by 2020 and its impact for example on medical 

research and applications, the EU agrees that international cooperation 

and networking among their operators  should be strengthened in order to 

ensure a broad access to reactor services as well as their efficient use. 

These goals are being actively pursued as part of the Euratom Framework 

Programme for Nuclear Research and Training Activities. The European 

Commision is coordinating activities to alleviate the problems linked to the 

supply nof medical radioisotopes in Europe, as part of a global response 

to this issue.  

 

9. Regarding nuclear and other radioactive materials, the EU has always 

attached great  importance  to their enhanced safety and security and 

supports  activities aimed at reducing the threat of their possible misuse. 

We are therefore pleased to note that within the Reduced Enrichment for 

Research and Test Reactors (RERTR) Programme implemented under 

the Global Threat Reduction Initiative (GTRI), 67 research reactors 

operating with HEU were shut down or converted to LEU fuel by the end of 

2009. We also note progress in development and qualification of 

advanced fuels required for the conversion of (an) additional 28 research 

reactors, and the need for further progress and significant (fuels) testing to 

achieve the RERTR Programme goal of the timely delivery of a qualified 

fuel.  
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10. Concerns over energy security and climate change have encouraged 

some  countries to re-examine their energy policies. The EU recognises 

that it is the sovereign right of any country to decide its own energy mix. 

 

11. The EU notes that in 2009 construction started on eleven nuclear power 

reactors, the largest number since 1987, and projections of future nuclear 

power growth were once again revised upward.The EU also notes the 

substantial increase in requests made by Member States for the 

assistance of the Agency in national energy studies, examining nuclear 

power as an option for their energy mix.  

 

12. In this regard the EU welcomes the newly established service Integrated 

Nuclear Infrastructure Review (INIR) which we believe can support 

interested Member States in assessing all relevant aspects of a national 

infrastructure necessary for a nuclear power program, including legal, 

financial, social, engineering, safety, security and safeguards and notes 

the missions conducted by the Agency for the first time in Jordan, 

Indonesia and Vietnam.  
 

13. The EU continues to seek to ensure that those countries which choose to 

develop nuclear power programmes do so responsibly and with the 

highest level of safety, security and non-proliferation requirements.  In this 

context it is important to recognize and adequately deal with associated 

challenges, particularly nuclear safety and security, adequate human 

resources and infrastructure, waste and spent-fuel management. The EU 

has been providing extensive assistance to meet these objectives.  

 

14. In this regard, the EU considers that the IAEA, as the pre-eminent 

internationally-mandated body in this field, through its safety standards 

and its safeguards system, remains best placed to promote and facilitate 

the responsible use of this energy source.   
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15. On February 19th, 2009, the EU published Council Conclusions on 

“Second Strategic Energy Review – An EU energy security and solidarity 
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action plan” which, concluded that, in order to decrease its dependency on 

external energy sources, the EU needs to make the best use of its own 

energy resources, including renewable, fossil fuels and, in countries which 

choose to do so, nuclear energy.  

 

 Mister Chairperson,  

 

16. It is a pleasure for me to inform you that the fifth meeting of the EU 

Nuclear Energy Forum, covering a wide range of relevant topics will take 

place  on the 25th and 26th of May in Bratislava. This Forum pursues  that a 

broad  discussion takes place among all relevant stakeholders on the 

opportunities and risks of nuclear energy.  

 

17. Nuclear fusion also seems to be a promising future source of  energy. The 

EU supports the pursuit of this technology through financial, human and 

technology resources. One of the best examples of doing so is a joint 

ITER project currently being realized in France. The EU is also supporting 

research and development in nuclear technologies through the EURATOM 

7th Framework Programme. 

 

With these comments, Mister Chaiperson, the EU takes note of the document 

GOV/2010/5 
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