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           Mr Chairperson, 
 
 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The 

Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia1, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, Serbia, and the EFTA countries Iceland and Norway, 

members of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova, Armenia, and Georgia associate themselves with 

this statement. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and     

Association Process. 
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2. The EU would like to commend the Director General and the Secretariat 

for preparing the draft report “ Nuclear Safety Review for the Year 2009”, 

as contained in document GOV/2010/4 and its supporting notes, 

documents 2010/Note4 and 2010/Note5. 

 

3. The EU expresses its appreciation of the Agency’s dedication and 

commitment to strengthening nuclear and radiation safety worldwide, 

which constitutes an essential pillar of its work. We consider it essential 

that the development and use of nuclear energy takes place in the best 

safety, security and non-proliferation conditions.  

 

4. The report, which is in front of us, refers to a large number of events and 

activities organized or co-organized by the IAEA in 2009. These were 

primarily aimed at disseminating and sharing information and good 

practices, at developing guidance and at providing assistance to MSs 

through a variety of safety services. The EU or its MSs have co-

sponsored, hosted or actively participated in a very significant number of 

such events and safety services. They all have  contributed to enhance 

nuclear and radiation safety worldwide.  

 

5. We would like to praise the Agency for these achievements and highlight 

the importance that the EU attaches to nuclear and radiation safety, and 

its cooperation with other MSs in this field through the IAEA.  

 

6. The report reflects that no accidents or serious incidents have occurred 

at nuclear power plants, research reactors or other nuclear facilities in 

2009. The safety review cautions countries, however, not to become 

complacent.  As stated in the report, there are currently 436 nuclear 

power reactors in operation in the world, the majority of which are in EU 

countries.  Most facilities have maintained excellent safety records, and 

statistics show that safety world-wide has steadily increased. However, 

many nuclear plants are facing long term operation and aging issues as 

they approach the end of their design life.  
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7. The safety review also addresses the safety challenges associated with 

embarking on nuclear power programs The need for them to develop 

adequate safety and security infrastructures and knowledge from the 

very beginning cannot be overemphasized. Past experience show us that 

there cannot be shortcuts in the development of the regulatory 

infrastructure and that provisions need also to be made, including 

financial,  for decommissioning and waste treatment facilities. IAEA, with  

other international support in the safety field will play an essential role in 

the process. Embarking on a nuclear power programme and establishing 

a national safety infrastructure is a complex process involving the 

development of a legal and regulatory framework as well as the 

necessary training and expertise for all nuclear stakeholders: regulatory 

body, operator, technical support organisations. Under the new 

Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation and the Instrument for Pre-

accession Assistance, the EU is dedicating substantial efforts and 

resources to assist non-EU countries to strengthen public administration 

and regulatory capacities in the areas of nuclear safety and radiation 

protection, thus cooperating with the IAEA to assist countries which have 

declared their intention to embark upon or to expand their civil nuclear 

power programs.  

 

8. The establishment of strong safety training programmes to maintain 

qualified experts and further develop skills and competence is therefore 

needed to ensure that the necessary experience levels in nuclear safety 

are commensurate with the pace of development and safe expansion of 

nuclear programmes. The EU is pleased to announce that a group  of 

European Technical Support Organisations with nuclear safety expertise 

has been very active in setting up common training tools for nuclear 

safety, based on the EU council directive of 25 June 2009, IAEA safety 

principles and the new EU directive on nuclear safety. The European 

nuclear safety training and tutoring institution (ENSTTI) will operate 

though the European Technical Safety Organisations Network. The EU 

will continue to work very closely with IAEA to further strengthen 
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cooperation with the IAEA Member States, to address potential gaps in 

national safety infrastructures. 

 

9. The importance of having effective international nuclear liability 

instruments is addressed in the report and reinforced by the foreseeable 

increase in nuclear energy capacity, a view that is shared by the EU. We 

welcome the Secretariat´s efforts to assist states  in questions of nuclear 

liability.   

 

10. The report also clearly states that medical uses of ionizing radiation 

constitute by far the largest source of man-made exposure.  In recent 

years significant increase in average annual doses from medical 

exposures, inter alia due to the increase of CT examinations and the 

introduction of new imaging techniques have been reported. The EU 

attaches high importance to this subject and has co-organized three 

international technical events with the IAEA in 2009. The need for 

international collaboration and enhanced efforts to optimize radiation 

protection, in imaging and radiation therapy techniques is clear  

 

11. Safety standards and regulations are basic elements for safety in many 

human activities. Thanks to international cooperation through  the IAEA 

we have, easily available to everyone, a comprehensive set of safety 

standards which are a global reference for protecting people and the 

environment from the risks arising from any nuclear related facility or 

activity. These standards, including the two important requirements 

documents being now submitted to the Board, are regularly subject to 

review, update and improvement. The EU supports the approval of the 

presented safety requirement documents and welcomes the Agency’s 

efforts to establish a roadmap for helping MSs to progressively apply the 

standards when establishing their nuclear power programs.  

 

12. The EU Council of Ministers adopted in June 2009 a Nuclear Safety 

Directive, which is legally binding in all the 27 EU Member States and is 

based on the IAEA Safety Fundamentals and the obligations under the 
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Convention on Nuclear Safety.   With the adoption of this directive the 

EU, having the largest number of nuclear power plants in the world, has 

become the first region in the world to introduce legally binding nuclear 

safety requirements based on the international nuclear safety principles, 

and a desire for continuous improvement in the protection of  workers 

and the general public, as well as the environment.   

 

13. The European Nuclear Safety Regulators Group (ENSREG) established 

in 2007, which has been a key player in establishing this directive, is 

contributing to the achievement of the Community objectives in the fields 

of nuclear safety and the management of radioactive waste and spent 

fuel and decommissioning.  Exchange of knowledge and experience is 

an essential aspect of the global nuclear safety and security regime. The 

EU therefore welcomes the Agency efforts in strengthening regional and 

thematic safety networks, some of them involving EU MSs, through its 

Global Nuclear Safety and Security Network initiative.   

 

14. International cooperation is crucial as well for promoting the global 

nuclear safety   regime. In this context, the Convention on Nuclear 

Safety, the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, 

the Conventions on Notification and Assistance, and the Joint 

Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety 

of Radioactive Waste Management  are very important instruments. The 

EU is strongly committed to these Conventions. In accordance with their 

provisions, the EU has been promoting the establishment and 

maintenance of a high level of nuclear safety  in its Member States.  

 

15. The 5th Review Meeting of the Convention on Nuclear Safety is planned 

for May of the next year in Vienna and EU will actively contribute to its 

successful course. The extraordinary meeting of the contracting parties 

held in September 2009 has certainly served to streamline and enhance 

the efficiency of the review process. The EU strongly supports these 

activities and calls on all Member States, contracting parties to the 

Convention, to actively contribute to this effort. 
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16. The EU calls on all Member States, specifically those which are planning 

the introduction of nuclear technologies for the first time, to become 

contracting parties to the relevant safety conventions without delay, if 

they have not yet done so. 

 

17. The EU recognises the value of the international IAEA peer review 

services, such as the Operational Safety Review Team (OSART) and the 

Integrated Regulatory Review Service (IRRS) as an important 

mechanism for helping Member States to maintain and enhance high 

levels of nuclear safety in all processes. Several EU countries, attaching 

a high importance to an effective and independent regulatory body as an 

essential element of national nuclear infrastructure, have requested and 

received IRRS missions in the previous years, and shared  lessons 

learned on them. Periodic peer reviews are an important aspect of the 

new EU Safety Directive.  

 

18. The European Union also recognises the value of the international 

decommissioning network (IDN) as an important instrument to assist 

member states in the sharing of practical decommissioning knowledge 

through workshops and training courses.  

 

19. Last but not least, the report refers also  to an extensive list of activities 

in other fields, such as  the long term safety of radiation and nuclear 

materials, the safety of radioactive sources and the preparedness and 

response to nuclear emergencies, which  are relevant elements of a 

holistic nuclear safety approach.   

 

With these comments, Mister Chairman, the EU takes note of the document 

GOV/2010/4. 
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