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 Madam Chair,  

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The candidate 

countries Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,1 the Countries 

of the Stabilization and Association process and potential candidates Albania, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro, the EFTA countries  Iceland, 

Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well 

as Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova associate themselves with this 

statement. 

 

2. The European Union thanks the Director General for his report on the 

Implementation of NPT-safeguards in Syria (document GOV/2009/56). 

 

3. The EU notes that Syria has cooperated with the IAEA in its verification 

activities at the Miniature Neutron Source Reactor in Damascus and awaits with 

interest the  IAEA's assessment of the results of the samples taken there in 

July. 

 

4. However, the EU remains concerned about the fact that Syria has still not 

provided the IAEA with all the additional information and supporting 

documentation about the origin of the anthropogenic natural uranium particles 

found at the Dair Alzour site, nor allowed access to all the locations requested 

by the Agency. Syria has also failed to engage in substantive discussions with 
                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
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the IAEA concerning the structure of the destroyed building and certain 

apparently nuclear related procurement activities.  

The EU shares the Director General’s position that, in this situation, the 

declared military nature of the Dair Alzour site does not preclude further 

investigations by the Agency. 

 

5. The EU agrees with the Agency about the necessity to establish the origin of 

the particles of nuclear material of a type which is not in Syria’s declared 

inventory. In the absence of the necessary co-operation with the IAEA the 

completeness and correctness of Syria’s declarations under its Comprehensive 

Safeguards Agreement would clearly remain in doubt.  

 

6. The EU therefore calls upon Syria to cooperate with the Agency to establish 

modalities which will allow IAEA access to relevant information and locations 

while protecting sensitive military information.  

 

 7.  Safeguards Agreements should be implemented in full. It is the obligation of 

each state with a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement in force to declare all 

its nuclear installations and material and to report on any new nuclear facility to 

the Agency once the decision on its construction is taken.  

 

8. The EU calls upon Syria to provide the IAEA with all the information and 

documentation requested by the Agency. The EU also calls upon Syria to sign 

and ratify the Additional Protocol as soon as possible as a means to strengthen 

the confidence of the international community about the peaceful nature of 

Syria’s nuclear activities.   

 

9. Finally, Madam Chair, the EU joins the Director General in calling upon other 

states, which may possess information relevant the verification of Syria’s 

Safeguards Agreement, to provide the Agency with all such information.  

 

Thank you, Madam Chair 
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