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Madam Chair,  

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The candidate 

countries Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,1 the Countries 

of the Stabilization and Association process and potential candidates Albania, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro, the EFTA countries  Iceland, 

Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well 

as Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova associate themselves with this 

statement. 

 

2. The European Union would like to thank the Director General for his report in 

document GOV/2009/55 on  the implementation of IAEA safeguards and the 

relevant Security Council resolutions on the Islamic Republic of Iran since June. 

The EU commends the Director General and the Secretariat for their continuing 

efforts to seek clarifications from Iran and to verify its nuclear programme. We 

strongly support the Agency in deepening further its analysis of all information 

available to it pertaining to Iran’s nuclear programme.  

 

3.  The EU notes that, according to the report, the IAEA has been able to verify 

the non-diversion of declared nuclear material in Iran during the period in 

question. The EU also notes that safeguards measures at the Fuel Enrichment 
                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
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Plant at Natanz have recently been improved and that a further visit to the IR-

40 reactor at Arak for design information verification, as required under Iran’s 

Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement, has finally taken place. While this is 

welcome, it is long overdue: it has taken months for Iran to agree to the 

improved monitoring at Natanz and, in the case of the IR-40, a period of 12 

months elapsed since the Agency was allowed access. 

 

4. However, the EU strongly regrets that the Agency remains unable to give 

assurances as to the exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme. 

The situation remains as highly unsatisfactorily as it was in June, in March and 

months before that: Iran continues to defy requirements by the Security Council 

and the IAEA Board of Governors. 

 

5. This is a matter of serious concern for the international community, Madam 

Chair. Iran must comply with its international obligations.              

 

6. It is of serious concern that Iran has not suspended its enrichment related 

activities, heavy water projects in line with UN Security Council resolutions nor 

implemented the Additional Protocol. 

 

7. It is of serious concern that Iran is the only state with significant nuclear 

activities which has a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement in force but is not 

implementing the provisions of the revised code 3.1.  

 

8. It is of serious concern that Iran refuses to cooperate with the Agency and 

give substantive answers to questions aimed at clarifying the possible military 

dimensions of Iran’s nuclear programme. 

 

9.  In this context the EU would like to remind the Board of Governors of its 

request at the June Board meeting that the Secretariat informs the Board about 

its assessment of possible military dimensions of Iran's nuclear programme. 

Consequently, the EU commends the Agency for the analysis contained in 

section E of the report. The EU believes that it will continue to be important for 
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the Secretariat to share its independent assessment with the Board of 

Governors in order for it to be able to evaluate the situation and to take 

adequate decisions. We express our deep concern as regards the failure of Iran 

to provide the substantial explanation that the Agency has requested for 

activities in the areas of inter alia high explosives, the green salt project and re-

entry vehicle studies which gives rise to serious concern over a possible military 

dimension  to the Iranian nuclear programme.   

 

Madam Chair, 

 

10.  Iran’s refusal to cooperate with the IAEA is in defiance of its obligations 

under the Non-Proliferation Treaty and of its Safeguards Agreement as well as 

of Security Council Resolutions 1696, 1737, 1747, 1803 and 1835. These 

international obligations are mandatory. 

 

11.  Together with the international community, the EU has repeatedly, for 

many years, urged Iran to comply with its international obligations. It is 

necessary for Iran to  restore confidence in the exclusively  peaceful nature of 

its nuclear activities. In order to do so, Iran should suspend its enrichment 

activities, implement the Additional Protocol, pending its ratification, and provide 

the Agency with all information and cooperation requested.  

 

12. The EU commends the Director General and the Secretariat for their 

impartial efforts to verify Iran’s safeguards obligations and urges Iran to 

cooperate fully with the IAEA in a transparent manner. 

 

13. The European Union reaffirms its continuous support for efforts to find a 

negotiated long-term solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. Thus the European 

Union strongly urges Iran to enter into direct talks and accept the invitation from 

China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States, 

supported by the EU High Representative, to engage without delay in 

negotiations in order to find a negotiated solution through diplomacy to the 

current crisis.  
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Thank you, Madam Chair 
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