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(as delivered 8 September 2009) 

   

Madam Chair,  

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The candidate 

countries Turkey, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,1 the 

Countries of the Stabilization and Association process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, the 

EFTA countries  Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the 

European Economic Area, as well as Armenia, the Republic of Moldova and 

Ukraine  associate themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The European Union thanks the Director General for his report in document 

GOV/2009/45 and notes that there are no IAEA activities in the DPRK to 

report on since the June meeting of the Board. The EU expresses its grave 

concern over the decision by the government of the DPRK to cease all 

cooperation with the IAEA by requesting IAEA personnel to remove all 

Agency containment and surveillance equipment from the nuclear facilities 

and requiring that the inspectors leave the DPRK. The EU urges the DPRK to 

reverse its decision to expel IAEA inspectors as well as the decision to 

restore those nuclear facilities which have been disabled, and to resume and 

maintain its cooperation with the IAEA. 

 

                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
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3. The EU is also deeply concerned by other recent actions taken by the DPRK, 

including the test of a nuclear explosive device and the launching of missiles, 

which undermine the stability on the Korean peninsula and in the region.  

 

4. The letter sent by the DPRK to the UNSC on 4 September 2009, which 

strives to challenge the implementation of UNSC resolution 1874, contains 

other provocations to the international community namely the weaponization 

of newly extracted plutonium from the reprocessing of spent fuel rods and the 

experimental uranium enrichment conducted to enter into completion phase.  

 

5. The EU strongly condemns these actions which are in violation of UNSC 

resolutions and urges the DPRK to abandon and completely dismantle any 

nuclear weapons related programme in a prompt, transparent, verifiable and 

irreversible manner. The DPRK must comply with all its international 

obligations fully, unconditionally and without delay, as set out in the United 

Nations Security Council resolutions 1695, 1718 and 1874 and its IAEA 

Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement under the NPT. The EU reaffirms the 

strong support for application of Safeguards and calls on the DPRK to resume 

dialogue and allow for an early return of IAEA inspectors. 

 

6. In order to prevent any further proliferation to or from the DPRK, the EU calls 

upon all countries to promptly implement United Nations Security Council 

resolution 1874 (2009). The international community must cooperate closely 

to solve the current nuclear crisis on the Korean peninsula. 

 

7. There is an urgent need for the discontinued international dialogue to resume. 

The EU has fully supported the efforts of the Six-Party Talks aimed at the 

complete, irreversible and verifiable disablement and dismantlement of all 

nuclear weapons and existing nuclear programmes in the DPRK. The EU 

strongly urges the DPRK to return immediately and without preconditions to 

the negotiations table and to take the necessary steps to enable peace and 

stability in a future nuclear-free Korean Peninsula.   

 

Thank you, Madam Chair. 
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