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Madam Chair, 

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The candidate 

countries Turkey, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia1,  the 

Countries of the Stabilization and Association process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, as 

well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia associate themselves 

with this statement. 
 

2. The European Union attaches the utmost importance to nuclear safety and 

commends the Agency for its activities to continuously strengthen nuclear 

safety worldwide. 

 

3. The EU thanks the Director General for the comprehensive report we have 

before us and DDG Taniguchi for introducing it. The report covers a wide 

range of activities and shows the Agency’s strong commitment to promoting 

international cooperation with the aim of improving the global nuclear safety 

regime. 

 

4. The EU would like to take this opportunity to give information about recent 

developments in the European Union with regard to nuclear safety. On the 

                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
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25th of June this year the EU Council of Ministers adopted a Nuclear Safety 

Directive. The Directive, which is legally binding in all the 27 EU Member 

States, is based on the IAEA Safety Fundamentals and the obligations under 

the Convention on Nuclear Safety.  

 

5. The Directive requires Members States to establish, maintain and 

continuously improve their national nuclear safety framework and assigns a 

high importance to the independence, competence and powers of the national 

regulatory authorities. Under the Directive, Member States are also required 

to establish appropriate regulatory supervision mechanisms and provide a 

high level of transparency of regulatory actions. It also clearly lays out that the 

prime responsibility for nuclear safety rests with the licence holders. The 

Directive further requires license holders to carry out regular safety 

assessments. It also requires EU Member States to carry out periodic self-

assessments of their national frameworks and regulatory authorities at least 

every ten years, as well as to invite international peer reviews, from which the 

IRRS missions of the IAEA have gained a broad international recognition.   

 

6. With the adoption of this directive the EU, having the largest number of 

nuclear power plants in the world, has become the first region in the world to 

introduce legally binding nuclear safety requirements based on the 

international nuclear safety principles.  

 

7. The EU would like to recall that in December 2008, the council of Ministers 

also adopted a resolution on spent fuel and radioactive waste management 

underlining the important progress made by the European Nuclear Safety 

Regulators Group (ENSREG) on that issue and identifying main principles, 

shared by all Member States, for the safe management of spent fuel and 

radioactive waste in the EU.   

 

8. With these comments the European Union takes note of the report on 

Measures to strengthen international cooperation in nuclear, radiation, 

transport and waste safety. 

 

Thank you, Madam Chair 
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