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1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The candidate 

countries Turkey, Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,1 the 

Countries of the Stabilization and Association process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, the 

EFTA country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well as 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, and Azerbaijan associate themselves with 

this statement. 

 

2. The EU welcomes the Director General’s annual report on measures to 

protect against nuclear terrorism. As we have been accustomed to, the report 

serves as a useful tool in evaluating the Agency’s activities on Nuclear 

Security and in particular under the Nuclear Security Plan for 2006-2009. 

 

3. The EU reaffirms its view that the responsibility for nuclear security rests 

entirely with each individual State.  

 

4. The EU recognises that Nuclear Security is an essential programme of the 

IAEA and commends the Agency for its tireless efforts to strengthen 

international cooperation and improve nuclear security worldwide. In this 

context, the EU welcomes Agency efforts to strengthen and to continue to 

play a constructive role in its interaction with other international organizations 

                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
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and initiatives, such as the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism and 

the World Institute for Nuclear Security.  

 

5. The EU has continued its extra budgetary support to IAEA nuclear security 

activities through four EU Joint Actions in the context of the Common Foreign 

and Security Policy, totalling 23 million Euro over the past five years. In 

addition individual EU Member States have made significant contributions. 

Through the Joint Actions, support has been given in the areas of legislative 

and regulatory assistance, strengthening the security and control of nuclear 

and other radioactive materials and strengthening of national capabilities for 

detection and response to illicit trafficking. The support has been targeted to 

countries in the following regions: Central Asia and Caucasus, South East 

Europe and the Balkan region, Mediterranean countries in the Middle East, 

Africa and South East Asia. 

 

6. Let me now turn to the Nuclear Security Plan 2010-2013 which we have 

before us. Despite significant contributions to national efforts to improve 

nuclear security under the previous Nuclear Security Plans, further challenges 

remain ahead.  The EU therefore welcomes the proposed plan which we 

believe can significantly contribute to reach its objective of effective security 

wherever nuclear or other radioactive material is in use, storage or transport. 

 

7. The International Symposium on Nuclear Security held in Vienna earlier this 

year was an important forum to share experiences and give directions for the 

future. It was recognised that there is a need to continue the work towards 

global, sustainable nuclear security. The EU is of the view that all States have 

responsibilities to establish appropriate systems and take necessary 

measures to prevent, detect and respond to malicious acts in this regard.  

 

8. The EU looks forward to the early completion of the Nuclear Security Series, 

in particular the fundamentals and recommendations related to the security of 

nuclear and other radioactive material and facilities as well as to the detection 

and response, which, together with implementing guidelines, should 

constitute a comprehensive set of guidance that would serve as a benchmark, 

support implementation of a national nuclear security systems and foster 
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nuclear security worldwide.   

 

9. The international legal instruments are of great importance to strengthen the 

global nuclear security framework. The EU calls on all States to become 

parties to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, 

CPPNM and its amendment. Furthermore, the effective national 

implementation of an international legal instrument such as CPPNM is 

dependent on the availability of useful guidance. In this regard, the EU wishes 

an early and successful outcome of the INFCIRC 225 revision, in the 

framework of the Nuclear Security Series.  

 

10. The IAEA Nuclear Security Peer Reviews and Advisory Services are essential 

tools to assist Member States by evaluating their nuclear security systems. In 

this regard the EU welcomes that these services will be better tailored to meet 

the needs of individual requesting States and offered in a flexible modular 

manner. The EU also believes that these expert services should be a 

complement to self assessment methodologies. 

 

11. The EU welcomes the steps taken in the framework of the Programme and 

Budget for 2010-2011 aimed at funding the nuclear security activities from the 

regular budget. However, the implementation of the proposed Nuclear 

Security Plan for 2010-2013 continues to a large extent to be dependent on 

extra budgetary resources through the Nuclear Security Fund (NSF). The EU 

is considering continued financial support to the NSF and calls upon all 

Member States to contribute on a voluntary basis to the Nuclear Security 

Fund.  

 

12. With these comments the EU takes note of the Nuclear Security Report 2009 

GOV/2009/53 and the Nuclear Security Plan 2010-2013 GOV/2009/54 and 

supports the recommended actions. 

 

Thank you Mr Chairman 
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