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Mr Chairman,  

 

 1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The candidate 

countries Croatia and the former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia1, the 

Countries of the Stabilization and Association process and potential candidates 

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, the EFTA countries 

Iceland and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well as 

Armenia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, associate themselves with this 

statement. 

 

2. The European Union would like to begin by thanking the Russian Federation 

for presenting the two draft agreements pertaining to its Initiative to Establish a 

Reserve of Low Enriched Uranium to the Board. The EU welcomes the efforts by 

the parties concerned to present these two draft agreements. The EU equally 

welcomes the fact that the Russian Initiative includes coverage of all costs for 

keeping the reserve. The European Union understands that this proposal is a 

first step towards consultations and debate on further initiatives that are 

complementary to each other. The EU believes that it is very important to ensure 

that such initiatives have the widest possible acceptance. In this context the EU 

                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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is prepared to support the proposal put forward by the Russian Federation with 

the understanding that the draft agreements will be implemented in conformity 

with all relevant international agreements and conventions.    

 

3. The EU would also like to recall other proposals which are on the table, 

notably the IAEA Low Enriched Uranium Bank. The EU is planning to contribute 

up to 25 million Euro to this project, once the conditions and modalities have 

been defined and approved by the Board of Governors. Several EU Member 

States have also put forward their own proposals, for instance the UK proposal 

on Nuclear Fuel Assurances and the Multilateral  Enrichment Sanctuary Project 

proposed by Germany, which awaits further consideration. 

 

Mr, Chairman. 

 

4. Multilateral nuclear fuel supply mechanisms, which aim at creating an 

attractive, robust and viable international framework, would provide states with 

increased energy security and may also offer a credible alternative to the 

development of national enrichment and reprocessing capabilities, without 

distorting the existing market. They should be addressed in a way that meets the 

interests of all states and in the best safety, security and non-proliferation 

conditions.  

 

5. The European Union remains firmly convinced of the potential benefits of the 

multilateral approaches to the nuclear fuel cycle, benefits of increased energy 

security and those of non-proliferation. The EU has made clear a set of criteria 

against which we believe proposals could be assessed: proliferation resistance, 

assurance of supply, consistency with equal rights and obligations, market 

neutrality. The European Union also supports Security Council resolution 1887 

adopted on 25 September 2009 which addresses all aspects of nuclear 

disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation. 

 

Mr, Chairman. 
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6. Fully aware of the differences of view on Assurance of Supply, the EU 

believes that it is possible and desirable to find constructive answers to the 

questions and doubts expressed. The EU commends the Director General and 

the Secretariat for their important contributions to the debate and for their efforts 

to clarify outstanding issues and is now looking forward to receiving written 

answers to the remaining questions in the near future. The EU invites all parties 

to engage in consultations and discussions, as was proposed in the summing up 

of the Chair of the Board at the June meeting. The EU is ready to engage in any 

such consultations or discussions that may be convened.  

 
 

Thank you Mr, Chairman.  
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