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Agenda item 4(a): “Measures to strengthen international cooperation in 

nuclear, radiation, transport and waste safety”.  
 

 
Mr. Chairman,  

 
1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States. The 

Acceeding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland** and Serbia*, the countries of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, the EFTA country Norway, member of the European Economic 
Area, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, and Georgia,  align 
themselves with this statement. 

 
2. The EU would like to thank the Director General for the report on measures to 

strengthen international cooperation in nuclear, radiation, transport and waste 
safety contained in GOV/2012/28. The report reflects the Agency’s efforts to 
strengthen maintain and improve nuclear, radiation transport and waste safety. 
The EU also would like to thank Deputy Director, Denis Flory, for the informative 
technical briefing on the report, given on 24 August.  

 
3. The EU and its Member States welcome the establishment of an internal Safety 

Standards Review Task Force to review the Agency’s safety standards in the light 
of the Fukushima Daiichi accident. The insights from the EU 'stress tests' given to 
the IAEA could have a useful impact on the development and promotion of the 
IAEA Safety Standards.  We note the Agency’s continuing cooperation with 
UNSCEAR particularly regarding the redesign and use of the Agency’s Database 
on Discharge of Radionuclides to the Atmosphere and Aquatic Environment 
which will be used jointly by both organisations.  

 
4. The EU and its Member States played an active and constructive role in the 

second Extraordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention on 
Nuclear Safety which took place in Vienna from 27-31 August. We welcome the 
conclusions highlighted in the summary report of the meeting and the proposed 
changes to the guidance documents on enhancing the effectiveness of the CNS 
Peer Review process, aimed at making National Reports more comprehensive. 
We further note the proposed amendments to the text of the Convention together 
with the set of action-orientated objectives for the strengthening of nuclear safety 

                                            
*
 Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process 
**

 Iceland remains an EFTA country and member of the European Economic area 
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annexed to the Summary Report of the CNS meeting.  We look forward to the 
outcome of the discussions of the effectiveness and transparency Working Group 
agreed by the Contracting Parties whose objective is to identify evidence based 
enhancements to the Convention and its review process. 
 

5. We welcome the outcomes of the International Conference on the Safe Transport 
of Radioactive Material which took place in Vienna in October 2011 and note that 
a technical meeting was held in March 2012 to draw up a consolidated list of 
recommended actions to address the President of the Transport Conference’s 
findings. [We] recognize the progress that has been made over the past year in 
the development of transport safety, including the Agency’s increased provision of 
training related to the transport of radioactive material. 

 
6. The report also sets out important developments on safety issues  in a number of 

other areas, including: 
 

• The Agency’s safety standards programme; 

• Nuclear installation safety; 

• Radiation safety; 

• Safety of spent fuel and radioactive waste management; 

• The safe decommissioning of nuclear facilities; 

• Safety in uranium mining and processing;  

• Education and training; 

• Preparedness and response for incidents and emergencies; and 

• Civil liability on nuclear damage 
 

We acknowledge the Agency’s efforts and commitment in all the areas described 
in the report, and the progress that has been made.   

 
7. Mr Chairman, the development by States of new nuclear power programmes 

continues to present challenges for the international community. We call on all 
Member States, especially those planning to embark on a nuclear power 
programme or having recently commissioned an NPP for the first time, to become 
contracting parties to the relevant conventions, in particular the Nuclear Safety 
Convention and the Joint Convention on Radioactive Waste Management and 
Spent Fuel Management, without delay. 
 

8. The EU and its Member States consider it vital that those Member States 
receiving assistance from the Agency’s Programme comply with the necessary 
IAEA safety requirements.  We believe this will enable Member States to take full 
advantage of Technical Cooperation Programme activities while at the same time 
contributing to the protection of users, citizens and the environment. We urge all 
TC recipient MS who have not yet done so to ratify and implement as soon as 
possible the Convention on Nuclear Safety. 

 
9. Mr. Chairman, we consider nuclear and radiation safety to be of the utmost 

importance.  International co-operation and sharing of experience and expertise 
amongst Member States is a valuable means of enhancing international nuclear 
safety standards. We greatly appreciate the Agency’s dedication and commitment 
to strengthening nuclear and radiation safety worldwide, which constitutes an 
essential pillar of its work. We stand ready to assist the Agency in these efforts 
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and to share the lessons learned from nuclear safety initiatives undertaken by the 
EU and its Member States. 

 
Agenda item 4 (b) Implementation of the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety.  

 
10. The EU and its Member States would like to thank the Secretariat for the report 

on Progress in the implementation of the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety 
contained in GOV/INF/2012/11 and for the 24 August technical briefing on 
activities to implement the Action Plan. We very much welcome the regular 
updates we have been receiving from the Secretariat on this important topic. We 
further welcome the fact that the 2013 budget proposal has been designed to 
ensure prompt and effective implementation of activities under the Action Plan 
and reflects lessons learned from the aftermath of the accident at the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power plant in March 2011. The EU and its Member States note 
the importance of continuing cooperation and information sharing between the 
IAEA, Member States, Operators and other stakeholders to ensure that 
momentum is maintained to enable the full delivery of all the activities and actions 
identified in the Plan. 

 
11. Following the Fukushima accident in Japan, the European Council of 25 March         

2011 called for comprehensive risk and safety assessments (stress tests) to be 
conducted at European nuclear power plants. The European Nuclear Safety 
Regulators’ Group (ENSREG) is of the opinion that the work achieved in the 
European Union since the Fukushima accident has been of an exceptional nature 
from a quantitative and qualitative point of view. The seventeen national reports 
(fifteen EU countries, Switzerland and the Ukraine) covering all nuclear power 
plants of the EU and of participating countries have been assessed by 80 
reviewers from Europe. Many observers from third countries also took part in this 
unprecedented initiative. Seven EU neighbouring countries owning, operating or 
planning nuclear power plants also committed to undertake comparable stress 
tests taking into account the specifications agreed by  ENSREG on 24 May 2011. 
ENSREG endorsed on 26 April 2012 the report of the Peer Review Board on the 
stress tests.  

 
12. The Peer Review report was transmitted to the June 2012 European Council 

meeting. In July 2012, ENSREG, agreed on an action plan in order to follow the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Peer Review Report. As requested 
by the European Council in March 2011, the EU and its Member States will now 
examine possible evolutions of national and European legislation. We are making 
further efforts to cooperate with neighbouring and other countries to enhance 
nuclear safety. 

 
13. The EU and its Member States take note of the progress made in implementing 

the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety contained in the document before us. We 
note that many activities have already been undertaken and many more are 
planned. It is helpful to see the next steps on various activities laid out in detail 
but it would also be helpful to see expected timelines for completion of the Action 
Plan’s provisions and also an evaluation of how effective the activities have been 
to date, as this would greatly assist us with planning for future work in this 
important area. 
 

14. We take note of the on-going review of the IAEA’s Response and Assistance 
Network. A number of EU Member States have registered their emergency 
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response capabilities under RANET. We would encourage other states to lend 
their support to this important initiative.  

 
15.The EU and its Member States take note of the establishment of an Emergency 

and Response Expert Group (EPREG) as a step towards establishing procedures 
to provide MS, international organisations and the general public with timely, 
clear, factually correct, objective and easily understandable information during a 
nuclear accident. 

 
16. We welcome the enhancement of the IRRS peer review service to include a more 

systematic and comprehensive assessment of Member States' emergency 
preparedness and response. In this context, all the EU Member States have set a 
good example by inviting the IAEA/IRRS  mission every 10 years, in line with 
Council Directive 2009/71/Euratom establishing a Community framework for the 
safety of nuclear installations. We would like to express its appreciation for the 
various IRRS missions to EU Member States that the IAEA has undertaken this 
year.    

 
17. The EU and its Member States commend the Agency for having organized, since 

March of this year, three International Experts' Meetings on relevant technical 
aspects of nuclear safety to build on lessons learned from the Fukushima Daiichi 
accident, such as last week’s IEM dedicated to the protection against extreme 
earthquakes and tsunamis, and encourage(s) the IAEA to organize further IEMs, 
as already announced for 2013, on decommissioning and remediation as well as 
on human and organizational factors.” 

 
18. The EU and its Member States welcome the report on the review of IAEA safety 

standards which was carried out by the Commission on Safety Standards in 
March of this year. We would like to express our support for a timely and 
prioritised review of IAEA safety standards. In addition we would like to see an 
overall review of the effectiveness of the international nuclear safety framework in 
order to identify evidence-based, proportionate improvements to nuclear safety 
world-wide. 

 
19. With these comments we take note of the report on Progress in the 

Implementation of the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety and look forward to 
receiving further updates at future Boards.  

 
 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 


