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Item 4: „Technical Cooperation Report for 2008” 

 

 

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The 

Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia1, the Countries of the Stabilization and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro and Serbia, the EFTA countries Iceland and Norway, 

members of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, associate 

themselves with this statement. 

 
_______________________________________ 

1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 

Stabilization and Association Process 
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2. The EU would like to thank the Director General and the Secretariat for 

preparing the report on technical cooperation 2008 as presented in the 

document GOV/2009/27, and for its submission to the Board as 

requested by the General Conference resolution GC(52)/RES/11. 

 

3. The EU strongly supports technical cooperation activities of the IAEA 

that are important parts of its mission. The EC-IAEA Joint Statement of 

7 May 2008 confirms activities in the area of technical cooperation as a 

priority. The EU and its Member States are the major contributors to 

the TC Fund and would note furthermore that additional support is 

available from the relevant Community instruments.  

 

Under the Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation (INSC), a 

substantive package of projects, including TC projects, amounting to a 

value of approx. 6 million Euros is under preparation, and being 

negotiated with the IAEA. 

 

Under the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA), support for 

technical cooperation in the nuclear area with the candidates for EU 

accession is foreseen. So far the activities with the IAEA under this 

Instrument have focused on the de-commissioning of the Vinca 

research reactor in Serbia and safety infrastructure in Balkan countries. 

Roughly 5.46 million Euros have been committed for the Vinca project 

in 2007 – 2008 and additional projects for Vinca amounting to 5 million 

Euros are under discussion with the IAEA. As regards regulatory 

assistance, a regional project for countries in the Western Balkans 

worth 1.2 million Euros has been agreed with the IAEA so far. 
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 In addition to financial resources, we make available to the Agency a 

large number of experts and training facilities and we share with other 

regions our best practices and experiences. Those EU Member States 

who are recipient countries within the framework of the TC Programme, 

have agreed to considerably reduce the number of their national 

projects or to substantially co-finance relevant activities necessary for 

achieving the defined TC project goals. This approach and sense of 

solidarity has enabled the redistribution of resources within the region 

in support of national projects in less developed countries, and in 

support of regional activities (projects), which are of benefit to the 

whole region and to other regions as well. 

 

4. The EU supports the concept of shared responsibility for the TC 

programme and appreciates the efforts to move from donor-recipient 

relationships to a partnership strategy. The EU encourages the 

strengthening of relationships both with other UN organizations and 

among Member States. As good opportunities we would mention 

continuing the identification of possible joint activities with the UNDP at 

national and regional level, coherence of the IAEA’s Country 

Programme Frameworks with those of the UNDAF and synergy with 

UNIDO in the area of energy supply and feasibility studies, which could 

also improve reflection of IAEA activities in the reports of other 

relevant UN organizations. The EU is ready to play an active role in the 

development of the IAEA partnership strategy, one of the most 

important features of which is in our view the transparency. In this 

regard the EU expresses again its opinion that the TC “Country 

Programme Frameworks” should be made available to all countries, 

with the approval of the Member State concerned, following the 

transparent approach of UNDAF.  
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Madam Chairperson, 

 

 

5. An elaborated TC strategy is also essential to prepare a relevant and 

high quality TC Programme, specifically from the point of view of 

strategic planning and identifying priority areas for cooperation. The 

current strategy was prepared and approved in 1997 and later 

reviewed in 2002. It is, in our view, time to prepare a new strategy 

reflecting new trends and realities world wide. This should be done in 

close cooperation with Member States that should more actively 

participate in the planning of the TC Programme. We are aware that 

regional strategies are currently being elaborated, and we note this 

with pleasure. We recommend that these partial strategies be used as 

input to prepare a new overall TC midterm strategy. 

 

6. When preparing and implementing the TC Programme, account should 

always be taken of the need to ensure fair access for all Member 

States. We would encourage the Secretariat to ensure that LDC’s can 

benefit fully from the TC Fund, in view of their specific needs. 

 

7. Effectiveness and efficiency have always been crucial for a successful 

TC Programme cycle. Integral parts of it, besides the planning and 

implementation, should be the development and application of a series 

of criteria and indicators linked to project relevance, ownership, 

commitments, sustainability, performance and progress for each of the 

individual projects and systematic assessment and monitoring of these 

criteria and indicators. 
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Madam Chairperson, 

 

 

8. From the report in front of us, we have learned about many 

successfully implemented projects in individual countries and regions 

and we would like to recognize the good results achieved in 2008. 

However, we also note that the implementation rate has declined in 

two consecutive years, which is of some concern to us. In this regard, 

the EU recommends that the Secretariat examines in more detail the 

planning and implementation process in order to identify the reasons 

for this decline. Part of this exercise should be devoted to the 

assessment of absorption capacities both in the TC Department and in 

recipient countries, and to possible flexibility in the short-term 

redirection of available financial resources of the TC Programme in the 

instances when circumstances in certain countries or sub-regions 

negatively affect timely implementation of the projects. The EU would 

also appreciate the Secretariat keeping the Board informed of the use 

of TC cash surpluses. 

 

 

 

With these comments the EU takes note of the DG’s report GOV/2009/27 

 


