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Mr Chairman, 
 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 
Member States. The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate 
Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, 
Montenegro*, Iceland** and Serbia*, the countries of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates 
Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA country 
Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well as 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia, align themselves 
with this statement. 

 

2. The EU welcomes this year’s Director-General’s Report on Nuclear 
Security as an important tool for reviewing the Agency’s activities 
under the Nuclear Security Plan for 2010-2013. We support the 
goals and priorities for the year to come as set out in section F of 
the report. 

 

3. The EU and its Member States reaffirm the view that the 
responsibility for nuclear security rests with each individual State. 
All States have the responsibility to establish appropriate systems 
and to take necessary measures to prevent, detect, deter and 
respond to malicious acts involving nuclear material and highly 
radioactive sources.  

 

4. The EU and its Member States fully support the IAEA’s nuclear 
security programme and commend the Agency for its tireless efforts 
to strengthen international cooperation and improve nuclear 
security worldwide. We welcome the Agency's efforts to strengthen 
and to continuously play a constructive role in its interaction with 
other international organisations and initiatives, such as the Global 
Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism, the 1540 Committee, the UN 
Counter Terrorism Task Force and the World Institute for Nuclear 
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Security, taking into account the need to create synergies and avoid 
duplication of efforts.  

 

5. The EU and its Member States welcome the Conference to be 
hosted by the Agency in July 2013 entitled “International 
Conference on Nuclear Security: enhancing Global Efforts” open to 
all States; and note the role that international processes and 
initiatives, including Nuclear Security Summits organized in 
Washington and Seoul and the one to be held in the Netherlands in 
2014, could play in facilitating synergy and cooperation in the area 
of nuclear security. 

 

6. The EU supports IAEA activities in the areas of nuclear security in 
the framework of the implementation of the EU strategy against the 
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. The European Union 
is one of the main contributors to the Nuclear Security Fund through 
its own contributions and through the contributions of individual EU 
Member States, with a level of funding around 30 million EUR to 
date. So far, more than 50 countries have benefited from assistance 
funded through EU Joint Actions and the number continues to grow. 
The EU will spend up to 260 million EUR over the period 2009-2013 
to assist with Chemical, Biological, Nuclear and Radiological risk 
mitigation in third countries, of which more than 100 million EUR will 
be dedicated to the EU's regional CBRN Centres of Excellence 
initiative. EU services are about to finalise a broad understanding 
on coordination with the IAEA Office of Nuclear Security that will 
include regular work on a strategic and technical level on the 
radiological and nuclear aspects of the CBRN CoE initiative.  

7. The EU encourages states to take measures to minimize the use of 
HEU, where technically and economically feasible. 

 

8. The EU and its Member States welcome the establishment of the 
Nuclear Security Guidance Committee (NSGC) to enhance Member 
States’ interaction with the Agency in producing Nuclear Security 
Series documents and looks forward to the accelerated completion 
of this suite of documents. We look forward to receiving more 
information on the revised role and functions, which will be given to 
the Advisory Group on Nuclear Security (AdSec), following the 
establishment of the NSGC.   

 

9. The EU and its Member States welcome the approval by the 
Nuclear Security Guidance Committee of the draft Nuclear Security 
Fundamentals document entitled “Objective and Essential Elements 
of a State’s Nuclear Security Regime” and which constitutes the first 
nuclear security document submitted to the Board for approval ; the 
EU also notes the recent publication of Nuclear Security Series 
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n°17 and 18 respectively on “Computer Security at Nuclear 
Facilities” and on “Nuclear Security Systems and Measures for 
Major Public events”.  

 

10. Effective physical protection is of utmost importance to prevent 
nuclear material falling into the hands of terrorists or accidental 
misuse, and to protect nuclear facilities against unauthorised use 
and malicious acts. The EU therefore urges all States that have not 
yet done so, to become party to the Convention on the Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM) and its 2005 amendment. 

 

11. The EU and its Member States underline the usefulness of the 
IAEA’s Integrated Nuclear Security Support Plans for assisting 
states to establish comprehensive programmes of nuclear security 
improvements, as well as for helping States, the IAEA and donors 
to coordinate their activities. 

 

12. The IAEA’s Nuclear Security Peer Reviews are essential tools to 
assist Member States by and in evaluating their nuclear security 
systems. In this regard the EU and its Member States welcome the 
increased recognition of International Physical Protection Advisory 
Services (IPPAS) missions by Member States, particularly in the 
EU, where two IPPAS Missions and two follow-up missions have 
been organized in the course of the reporting period. We believe 
that lessons learned from these expert missions can complement 
self-assessment methodologies by Member States. 

 

13. Finally, the EU and its Member States attach great importance to 
capacity building, training and education. We welcome the 
establishment by the Agency of the International Network for 
Nuclear Security Training and support Centres and the promotion of 
a collaborative network with National Nuclear Support Centres. The 
EU works in close cooperation with the Agency to avoid any 
duplication of effort for activities relating to the radiological and 
nuclear components of the CBRN Centres with, in particular, the 
organization of joint education and training courses, and will soon 
finalise a practical arrangement with the Agency in this area. 

 

     

Thank you Mr Chairman. 

 


